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BRACE Jeffrey, The Blind African Slave, or Memoirs of Boyrereau Brch, Nick-
named Jeffrey Brace(Electronic Edition), St Albans, Printed by Harry Whitney,
1810, p. 56, (source :http://antislavery.eserver.orgniversity of North Carolina)
Annexe n°1.

We read in sacred writ that Adam was the first neaarg Eve the first woman, created by
God, in his own likeness, perfect, and placed engarden of Eden, from whom descended
all human beings, then where is the distinctionth@eo placed, they were irresistably
drawn by the involuntary volition of their own vélto partake of the forbidden fruit, for it
was God's will, and that was irresistable. Theyld@dwave no foretaste, or desire, but their
maker's, therefore it was involuntary; it was bg thre of the serpent and design of their
creator; yet they being perfectly free it must e volition of their own wills, that they did
thus partake of the forbidden fruit, which produdabe knowledge of good and evil;
corrupted the whole human race, and damned all mdnkvithout any possible
redemption, save only through the mercy of god blfnsAdam, Eve, and their
descendants, we have a regular history of, indhefirst books of the holy bible, down to
the Israelitish nation. Moses,

BRACE Jeffrey, The Blind African Slave, or Memoirs of Boyrereau Brch, Nick-
named Jeffrey Brace(Electronic Edition), St Albans, Printed by Harry Whitney,

1810, p. 58, (source :http://antislavery.eserver.orgniversity of North Carolina)
Annexe n° 2.

Now, as that part of the globe called Africa, i®guctive of much gold, | am led to form
this idea, that the river Pison is emblematicatlwdt quarter which is figuratively set forth
as the land of Havillah, and being ranked as firsscripture, where do we find a reason
to believe the inhabitants are an inferior racebeings? Some of the divine advocates for
slavery, presume to say, that the negroes descédmamdCain, who was cursed, and had a
mark put upon him; that all his descendant are retborn slaves.



BRACE Jeffrey, The Blind African Slave, or Memoirs of Boyrereau Brch, Nick-
named Jeffrey Brace(Electronic Edition), St Albans, Printed by Harry Whitney,
1810, p. 71, (source :http://antislavery.eserver.orgniversity of North Carolina)
Annexe n° 3.

When we ascended the bank, to our astonishmentisgevdred six or seven animals
fastening a boat, and immediately made towardsQessternation sat fixed upon every
brow, and fear shook every frame; each member edfits office. However, home invited
so urgently, that nature began to do her duty, e to the wood with precipitation. But
Lo! when we had passed the borders and enteredbtiédy thereof, to our utter
astonishment and dismay, instead of pursuers wedfawrselves walleyed by thirty or
forty more of the same pale race of white Vulturgkpm to pass was impossible, we
attempted without deliberation to force their ranBsit alas! we were unsuccessful, eleven
out of fourteen were made captives, bound instaatiy notwithstaning our unintelligible
intreaties, cries & lamentations, were hurried teeir boat, and within five minutes were
on board, gagged, and carried down the stream dikduice; fastened down in the boat
with cramped jaws, added to a horrid stench ocaaessibby filth and stinking fish; while
all were groaning, crying and praying, but poor ateres to no effect.

BRACE Jeffrey, The Blind African Slave, or Memoirs of Boyrereau Brch, Nick-
named Jeffrey Brace (Electronic Edition), St Albans, Printed by Harry Whitney,

1810, p. 74, (source :http://antislavery.eserver.orgniversity of North Carolina)
Annexe n° 4.

But in a short time | was forced into the hole, vehe found my comrades, with about
thirty more poor African wretches whom the shipswcihad stolen from a neighboring
tribe. These poor creatures were screaming, crand wringing their hands, with prayers
and ejaculations to the great Father for their @eliance. This group was composed of
men, women and children, some little girls and boygd more than six or seven years of

age were shut up in a pen or stye, crying for fand water and their fathers and mothers.



BRACE Jeffrey, The Blind African Slave, or Memoirs of Boyrereau Brch, Nick-
named Jeffrey Brace(Electronic Edition), St Albans, Printed by Harry Whitney,
1810, p. 90-91, (source http://antislavery.eserver.orgniversity of North Carolina)
Annexe n° 5.

Poor Blay was taken to the gunwale, and receivetha8bes, and was then put in chains,
with a double weight of iron. At this treatment lWehy we cry out with Ezekiel--"Behold
their abomination in the sight of the Lord,” Afeevoyage of about five months, the vessel
arrived at Barbadoes, in the West-Indies, in tharyef our Lord, one thousand seven
hundred and fifty nine, or one thousand seven hethdnd sixty, with the slaves, who had
not either died with disease, mourned themselveg&th or starved; many of the children
actually died with hunger, pent up in the same shipere midnight and beastly
intoxication, bloated the miserable owner. The £ the innocent African boy, destitute
of the protection of a parent, if they reached #aes, could not penetrate the heart of a
christian, so as to cause him to bestow a morcddredd upon his infant captive, even
enough to save his life.The slaves, consistingotiaithree hundred in number, including
women and children, were carefully taken out ofgshg and put into a large prison, or
rather house of subjection. In this house we wdlieabove twelve years of age, chained
together, and sat in large circles round the ro@nd put to picking oakum. A slave by the
name of Syneyo, from the town of Yellow-Bongantaké¢he manner formerly described,

and who was one of the Judges in that place, rdftsork.

BRACE Jeffrey, The Blind African Slave, or Memoirs of Boyrereau Brch, Nick-
named Jeffrey Brace(Electronic Edition), St Albans, Printed by Harry Whitney,
1810, p. 129, (source http://antislavery.eserver.orgniversity of North Carolina)
Annexe n° 6.

| listened to the foregoing account with delightdanotwithstanding my situation, | was
overjoyed, to see a distant relative, and one taahe from my native place; but even that
joy gave me pain. | lay musing for some time, buntst tears and cried myself to sleep.
When | awoke, it was almost sun-down. The blackamonas gone. | felt worse than ever,
as | had no one to speak to, and thirst suffocatedalmost to death, and | was so sore, |

could not rise up alone.
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BRACE Jeffrey, The Blind African Slave, or Memoirs of Boyrereau Brch, Nick-
named Jeffrey Brace(Electronic Edition), St Albans, Printed by Harry Whitney,
1810, p. 136, (source http://antislavery.eserver.orgniversity of North Carolina)
Annexe n° 7.

But during this battle, | can observe, that | fett other sensation than that if they killed

me, | should go to my great father the sun; theeef@ourted death.

| stood upon the upper deck, exposed to all thenawe shot for about seven minutes,
contemplating a meeting with my grand-father, whad hgone before me. | was
disappointed, for | received five wounds, and wasveyed to the surgeons apartment; on
examination of which three were upon my head veghts one on my ancle, where a
musket ball passed through; the fifth was caused byusket ball entering by the side of
my back bone and lodging in my right hip. The sargeied to extricate the ball, but | not
understanding the object shouted like a Loon, amdilev not permit him to probe the

wound.

In consequence of my firing without orders, insteagppunishment with death, as would
have been the fate of one doing the same, undeiatiy, the captain gave me the
honorable nick-name of Jeffrey. | say honorablel, was named after Sir Jeffrey Amherst,
General and commander in chief of the expeditionttie reduction of Canada, the year

before.
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BRACE Jeffrey, The Blind African Slave, or Memoirs of Boyrereau Brch, Nick-
named Jeffrey Brace(Electronic Edition), St Albans, Printed by Harry Whitney,
1810, p. 143, (source http://antislavery.eserver.orgniversity of North Carolina)
Annexe n° 8 :

Here | bid adieu to the British fleet forever, asvas sold to a man belonging to Old
Milford, west side of Oyster river. His name wafiddurrell, a proffessed puritan. The
snow was about two inches deep, and | had on ditien jacket and one pair of trowsers
or sailor's kilts and no shoes. | was the firsthiigut upon the naked hearth to sleep, but
could not enjoy the sweets of repose, for a Britigtn of war was a palace in comparison
to my present situation, in which | had been upwartitwo years. The next night | met the
same fare, which was continued for about two wellyswounds, which | received from
the Spaniards, broke out newly and | almost pedsiéh cold and hunger, and as this
puritan christain could not condescend to give mg ¢#hing to eat but old crusts and
bones, such as people generally throw to their dagd nothing to sleep upon but a cold
stove, not even a blanket or old quilt could bewa#td. He would read the bible and pray
both night and morning, for all mankind, recommeaildto the sovereign mercy of the
father of the universe; sit down to a good breaktasd when he had glutted himself he
would throw down a bone upon the hearth beforebtbek where | was allowed to sit, and
sometimes it would be accompanied by a crust aidyrehich would all perhaps make six

ounces of coarse food.
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BRACE Jeffrey, The Blind African Slave, or Memoirs of Boyrereau Brch, Nick-
named Jeffrey Brace(Electronic Edition), St Albans, Printed by Harry Whitney,
1810, p. 146-147, (sourcehttp://antislavery.eserver.omgniversity of North Carolina)
Annexe n° 9.

My puritan master gave me two or three strokes Wwishwhip. When they handed me my
bones to pick | could not eat, and they thoughta$ wulkey. me the bone, took his horse-
whip, and lashed me until | knawed it like a dodneéwthis was over, | was ordered to go
about a quarter of a mile barefoot to get some ipgnas | could not move fast, it seemed
as if it would freeze my feet, The keenness opdine caused me to make use of every
exertion to keep the frost from nipping my toesthen mean-time some one of the family
had drawn some beer or cider, | went to drink sari¢, my mistress saw me and knocked
me down with the distiff and ordered me to go topging wood. | not being used to

chopping, cut my foot, it bled much and | boundptwith some husks, then laid down
between two logs. While I lay in this situationgdvir. Samuel Eals came and took me up,
and very charitably led me into the house, toldrBlithat such abuse was inhuman and

unchristian; he also threatened to complain of kanthe authority.

BRACE Jeffrey, The Blind African Slave, or Memoirs of Boyrereau Brch, Nick-
named Jeffrey Brace(Electronic Edition), St Albans, Printed by Harry Whitney,
1810, p. 153, (source http://antislavery.eserver.orgniversity of North Carolina)
Annexe n° 10.

Sometimes | got a flogging for freezing my feetevhwas foddering and cutting the ice
out of the watering place. And one day, while | \gagting corn up stairs, | designedly
pushed his boy down stairs, for while | had thekeasupon my shoulder he began
whipping me, & chirping to me, as would a driverhis horse. For this | was knocked
down stairs, basket, corn and all shared the saates ind to complete my punishment, the
next morning | received fifty lashes with a hordgpyNext | was sold to Phineas Baldwin,
of the town of Old Milford. I continued with himtirsummer, or rather spring, when |
went to live with his son Phineas, who had two sofaldren to tend. In his nursery | was
engaged until the last of May, when | was solddne$ Green, of the same place. Green
did not whip me but about twice in a week, except and then a kicking. From Green |
was transferred to one Murrier, a tanner, wheretmained until September, at which time

the widow Mary Stiles, of Woodbury, Connecticutydia me.
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BRACE Jeffrey, The Blind African Slave, or Memoirs of Boyrereau Brch, Nick-
named Jeffrey Brace(Electronic Edition), St Albans, Printed by Harry Whitney,
1810, p. 154, (source http://antislavery.eserver.orgniversity of North Carolina)
Annexe n° 11.

This was a glorious era in my life, as widow Sti¥ess one of the finest women in the
world; she possessed every christian virtue. TBimseswoman was the mother of Benjamin
Stiles, Esq. whose illustrious character is rewakdethe heart of every person living who
knew him. Here the prospects of the negro boy begarear a more pleasing appearance.
To mention all the incidents of my life during negidence in this family, for sixteen years,
would make a volume; therefore | will only mentafew. This good lady learned me to

read.

BRACE Jeffrey, The Blind African Slave, or Memoirs of Boyrereau Brch, Nick-
named Jeffrey Brace(Electronic Edition), St Albans, Printed by Harry Whitney,
1810, p. 157, (source http://antislavery.eserver.orgniversity of North Carolina)
Annexe n° 12.

Worcester commanded the British under the comméngkmmeral How, who attacked us.
We beat them back; the fight was continued all dayd the victory was sometime
doubtful.

From thence we marched to White-Plains, | devotgdeth to study, making some
philosophical observations on vegitation & c.

From White-plains, we marched to Fort Montgomenrywaich place we remained until
June. From thence we proceeded to Mud-Fort, wherencamped until August.

In the latter part of the month of August the Rods attacked, and after every exertion we
could possibly make, we were obliged to surrendesuiperior force; and we retreated to
Kingsbridge. Soon after our arrival at Kingbridgdlew York was evacuated, and we

entered the city under the command of Col. OwamfRhode Island.

However previous to the evacuation of New Yorkas wne of a hundred, selected for the
purpose of plundering a certain British Store, whizas completed without the loss of a

single man [...].
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BRACE Jeffrey, The Blind African Slave, or Memoirs of Boyrereau Brch, Nick-
named Jeffrey Brace(Electronic Edition), St Albans, Printed by Harry Whitney,
1810, p. 163, (source http://antislavery.eserver.orgniversity of North Carolina)
Annexe n° 13.

While | stood there anxiously waiting for theirugt, | suddenly discovered a man riding
up to me not more than eight rods distant on fpkexl with a pistol in his hand, and
ordered me to lay down my arms. But not being strunted by my officers you may well
suppose that | did not. At first | thought he wadeaseyman and was attempting to fool
me, as they had played some such pranks befora, sgoe of the soldiers belonging to
our line--therefore in return | demanded to whomds to surrender and by what authority
he demanded it.--he said | must surrender to hiro démanded me in the name of the
King his majesty of Great Britain. | then plainlgld him that neither him or his King's
majesty would get my arms unless he took themrbg.fele immediately cocked his pistol
and fired; | fell flat upon the ground in order ttmdge his ball, and did so effectually do it,
that he missed me. | rose, he drew his sword add up to me so quick that | had no time
to take aim before he struck my gun barrel withduass, and cut it almost one third off--
also cut off the bone of my middle finger on mydhas he struck the horse jumped before
he could wheal upon me, again altho' my gun bana$ cut, | fired and killed him, as he

fell I caught his horse and sword. He was a Britight horseman in disguise.
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BRACE Jeffrey, The Blind African Slave, or Memoirs of Boyrereau Brch, Nick-
named Jeffrey Brace(Electronic Edition), St Albans, Printed by Harry Whitney,
1810, p. 169, (source http://antislavery.eserver.orgniversity of North Carolina)
Annexe n° 14.

Finally 1 was in the battle at Cambridge, White ipg Monmouth, Princeton, Newark,
Froggs-point, Horseneck where | had a ball pas®tigh my knapsack. All which battels
the reader can obtain a more perfect account ohistory, than | can give. At last we
returned to West point and were discharged; asithewas over.--Thus was I, a slave for
five years fighting for liberty.--After we were ld@éded, | returned to my old master at
Woodbury, with whom | lived one year; my servicesthe American war, having
emancipated me from further slavery, and from beagtered or sold.--My master
consented that | might go where | pleased and swgkfortune. Hearing flattering
accounts of the new state of Vermont; | left Wooglband travelled as far as the town of
Lenox, in Massachusetts, where for the first timeatle a bargain as a freeman for labor;
I let myself to a Mr. Elisha Orsborn for one mordhthe price of five dollars.

BRACE Jeffrey, The Blind African Slave, or Memoirs of Boyrereau Brch, Nick-
named Jeffrey Brace(Electronic Edition), St Albans, Printed by Harry Whitney,

1810, pp. 200-201, (sourcehttp://antislavery.eserver.orgiversity of North Carolina)
Annexe n° 15.

And now after having passed through so many vargoemes of life, and having lost my
beloved companion, as before mentioned, and beithig$ it were, alone in this world. |
have concluded it my duty to myself, to all Afreanho can read, to the Church, in short
to all mankind, to thus publish these my Memolrat &ll may see how poor Africans have
been, and perhaps now are abused by a christianestightened people. Being old and
blind, almost destitute of property, it may bring something to make me comfortable in
my declining days, but above all, it is my anxiaush, that this simple narrative, may be
the means of opening the hearts of those who laesand move them to consent to give
them that freedom which they themselves enjoywdunch all mankind have an equal right

to possess.
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LAY Benjamin, All Slave-keepers that keep the Innocent in Bondag&postates
Arizona State University, Antislavery literature project, (1ére ed. 1737), pp. 4-5,
(source :http://antislavery.eserver.ormiversity of North Carolina) Annexe n°1.

| say for the Truth, and Friends sake, these thiags exposed, and | my self likewise ,
although not without some fear and trembling, arfl should hurt Truth’s cause, which
is God’s cause, | being and seeing myself so vefiy aimost everyway, as a Man, yet |
can truly say as a Christian, | believ'd it my Dubut made not haste, for the lord my good
God, the Truth knows, that | have prayed unto hammestly, many Days and Nights, with
great concern of mind, that he would be pleasedaise up and concern some worthy
Friend or other, of more repute and Esteem amohtgst; for | know my self to be so very
mean and contemptible in the sight of Men, almostvery respect, so that | might and do
much question the Event, but shall leave thath® ltord, to whom faithfulness and
obedience is required; and no true peace withautadr | have found long ago, the saying
of Truth verified,He that loves anything more than me, is not wodhyne: | have often
thought ofMoses’sPrayer, andGideon’s requestwhen the Lord was about to send them
to deliver his People from Captivity, and many otherthy Men, a , and Women too,
which are mentioned in Holy writ, and many Thousambre no doubt, which we have no
Account of there, for it is believ’d, we have buvery small part of what have been
written, and yet full enough, if we will but betfdul; my dear, tender and well beloved
Friends, | beg, | pray, and beseech us, let us beerfaithful | intreat, in bowels of Love,
let us be faithful, let us be faithful to God imthiings; and then | know blessed be his pure
Name, which is the Truth, that when the Scourgd sbme, he will secure us in Life or in
Death; and that will be enough for us, so be ittrseny soul, and is in humble request.

BENJAMIN LAY.

LAY Benjamin, All Slave-keepers that keep the Innocent in Bondag&postates
Arizona State University, Antislavery literature project, (lere ed. 1737), pp. 11-12,
(source :http://antislavery.eserver.ormiversity of North Carolina) Annexe n°2.

My dear Friends, | beg, | would interact, in all khility, with all earnestness of mind, on
the bended Knees of my Body and Soul; willingly anl all readiness, sincerely, if that
would do, that you would turn to the Lord, the Bex$ Truth, in your Hearts, for Direction,
for Counsel and Advice; that you may quit your sgllike Men, honorably, of this so

Hellish a Practice. Especially, you that have theriVof Reconciliation to preach to the
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Children of Men; and if you have any true tendesnefsthe Love of God in you, as | right
well know, blessed be the Name of the Lord, a#l tlinisters have, you my dear Friends,
consider waightily of these important concerns, andt yourselves of yourselves and
Slaves; for a good example in you might do a gdeat of good, as a bad one will do, and
has done a very great deal of mischief to the Trighthe eyes of the People are upon
you, some for good, and some for EviLAnd my Fsenau that have Slaves, and do
minister to others in our Meetings, consider | @&t and beseech you concerning this
thing in particular.

LAY Benjamin, All Slave-keepers that keep the Innocent in Bondag&postates

Arizona State University, Antislavery literature project, (1ére ed. 1737), p. 25, (source
. http://antislavery.eserver.oumiversity of North Carolina) Annexe n°3.

If the Case be thus, dear Brethren, as to be suss how shall we stand our Ground? our
Ground, | say. It is true we may keep our Meetimguées for a time, and we may join
Forces with them that are in the Negro Practicesinct Unity among our selves, and with
any other dear Friends of our own Mind, Relatio@sistomers, Chapmen, Workmen, or
others that we can have any Influence over, Quaerso Quakers, if they will but come
to Meetings and do as we do, if not, say as weasayplead for said sad Hell-Practice; or
atleast, Gentleman-like, connive, palliate and elisble to extenuate the Crime; and we
will with all our Might, Interest and Strength, ptdrth, keep out, and hinder or prevent
coming into our Synagogues, any that will opposecandemn our Practice, or us for

continuing in it.
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LAY Benjamin, All Slave-keepers that keep the Innocent in Bondag&postates
Arizona State University, Antislavery literature project, (1ére ed. 1737), p. 37, (source
. http://antislavery.eserver.oumiversity of North Carolina) Annexe n°4.

These Wretches being in Town in this miserable @iondwith not a Crum of good or
bad to put into their Mouths, ready to drop as theglked or crawled along the Streets,
they many of them hearing of us, for we were varginknown amongst them, they would
come to our Door, if they came before we were gonkleeting, and there they would
stand as thick as Bees, but much more like Phasaolean Kine, and | may say their
Appearance was dismal enough to move a very hasadtHs we used to give them a little
of something at Times, as we found some Freedamidawing our Circumstances; But if
we gave to some, and did not to all, as to be s@eould not, oh how the poor Creatures
would look. | say many Hundreds would come andkfldmout us; and them that receiv’'d,
O how thankful, with bended Knees; but them thdtrdit, what Words can set forth the
dejected sinking Looks that appeared in their Cenahces. Shall | ever forget them?

LAY Benjamin, All Slave-keepers that keep the Innocent in Bondag&postates
Arizona State University, Antislavery literature project, (lere ed. 1737), p. 38, ,
(source :http://antislavery.eserver.ormiversity of North Carolina) Annexe n°5.

Here Friends you may see and understand the polvénfluence long Custom,
Conveniency, Intimacy and Profit has to insinudgelf into our Affections; for | have
often heard my dear Wife say in her Life-time, argdress the Danger she was in when
living in Barbadoes, of being leavened into theyvdature of the Inhabitants, Pride and
Oppression: So that dear Creature, she seeing thkedad the Danger, she was willing
and desirous to leave the Island, and indeed solwas

But, my Friends, here | must come to that thatasvery agreeable to Flesh and Blood,
which is Confession of Sins: For although | nevasv®Owner of a Slave myself, and all
Friends in Barbadoes could never persuade me tohasge one, | humbly bless the Lord
my good God for that, and this is now my Comfod dear Joy and sweet Experience: Yet

I must confess, and | have not full Peace withbjut.i.
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LAY Benjamin, All Slave-keepers that keep the Innocent in Bondag&postates
Arizona State University, Antislavery literature project, (1ére ed. 1737), pp. 56-57,
(source :http://antislavery.eserver.ormiversity of North Carolina) Annexe n°6.

Isa. 61. 1. Is this preaching glad tideings to theek, as many of them are, and hind up the
broken hearted; to proclaim Liberty to the Captivasd opening of the Prison, to them
that are bound; and yet keep them in double BondBgely and Soul, them and theirs
forever more. If there be greater contradiction andhe Sun; many dear and tender
Friends are mistaken, as well as myself.

Ver. 2. But how does Slave Merchants, proclaimatteeptable Year of the Lord? To their
Slaves the day of Vengeance they may, and a loggitDs; but | believe the Lord will
repay it, tho’ he suffers it long: But | pray anddeech you; you hard-hearted Ministers, of
all persuasions in Church and State, that are Glais; how do you comfort all that
mourn, and are in Misery, as great for aught | daarn as any are that be under the very
worst of Turks, Jews or Infidels, in the known Worl

But my dear and tender Friends, how does this tyuahd partiality agree with our
Principles as a People, which have been preachmdPerfections in holiness of Life, for
near a Hundred Years,and the universal Love of @oall People, of all colors and
Countries, without respect of persons: Have we dbityis blessed Testimony for which
our dear Friends suffered in Old and New England?
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LAY Benjamin, All Slave-keepers that keep the Innocent in Bondag&postates
Arizona State University, Antislavery literature project, (1ére ed. 1737), p. 58,(source
. http://antislavery.eserver.ormiversity of North Carolina) Annexe n°7.

How did William Penn and William Mead, at their @lyin the Old-Baily, London, like
such arbitrary Proceedings, as well as many, yes wgany more of our Dear and Worthy
Friends and Elders, in the beginning, before andMigked unjust Judges, in Old-England
and New-England too, in particular, as the BookSoffferings largely sets forth, writ by
George Bishop. But these things are forgotten byynéhat are doing the same thing
themselves, according to their power and abilitgt lany Friend read G. Whitehead’s
Account of Friends Sufferings, which is written his Works. How many profuse,
profligate Creatures, have come in Servants to @uosintry, which have been stated not
only as Members, but Ministers in full Unity, irs¢etime then | have been here; it is not
intolerable then, that three or four Men that hae Mark of the Beast, and the Number of
his Name, Slave-Keepers, upon them in their Fordhesdnould have the whole Rule of
Discipline, and Govern contrary to all Justice amjuity. Time for such old rusty
Candlesticks to be moved out of their Places, wdedisowned many less Nocents then
themselves; if it is not so now, who will make mlaaa, and my Speech nothing worth.
Job. 24. 2, 3, 4, 25.
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LAY Benjamin, All Slave-keepers that keep the Innocent in Bondag&postates
Arizona State University, Antislavery literature project, (1ére ed. 1737), pp. 61-62,
(source :http://antislavery.eserver.ormiversity of North Carolina) Annexe n°8.

| suppose the pure holy eternal Being, which maidene Blood all Nations of Men to
dwell upon the face of the Earth, did not make Gthe be Slaves to us, any more then we
to be so to them; if God has appointed the Boudkexr Habitations, What Man fearing
God, dare to remove or receive them when they erewved?

How did many Dear Friends like to be banistiemm their Native Countries, from
Wives, Children and Friends, although but for a f#wars, both from Old and New
England especially? are all these Things forgottgrus, and a thousand times more; are
the Progeny in this Age, doing the same Things sktmas, which their Progenitors so
greatly complained of, and justly too; but this Bemy have been and are acting a
Thousand times worse, and more cruelly; for our rdead worthy Friends and
Progenitors were Banished from England but fora #éears, and where they might and
did Preach and help forward the Gospel of Christt the poor Slaves and their Progeny,
have been Stolen, Banished, Tortured and Tormerftedever more; to the great
unutterable hinderance of the Blessed Gospel ot®aad Salvation, for which our dear
Progenitors, suffered so deeply by their Perseautor

And this now is carried on, encouraged andedby them, that profess to be lead by the

same pure Holy Spirit, as their Progenitors were.
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And now my dear Friends and others,you that cam&aervants to this Country, and
Slaves, although for a short time by your own Conhseo, for you to plead for Negroe-
Keeping, is almost intolerable.

| say, you that came here poor, vile, miserabletelres, destitute and folorn, and here you
were kept to hard Labour, which was good for youg &drought you to a sense of your
filthy, abominable, undone, and woful cursed caaditvhich you, many of ye had been in,
then O then many of you came to consider of yoyswand were wise in turning to the
Lord, into your own Hearts by the moving and risofchis own blessed Light, Life, Grace
and pure Love there in your own Souls, which was asght shining in a Dark Place,
your Hearts dark indeed, by reason of Sin, and fiiy Life which you had lived; you
came to be burthened with it, and seek relief mitg to the Lord in your Hearts, where
he was and is to be found, blessed be his pure Nameh is his Essence or Divine
Nature, manifest within Men; so when you came iodbod experience, you came to love
the Society and follow the good example of our kyoEIders, very commendable in you to
do, which first settled in this Country; you camdive sober lives, and by your industry,
the Almighty favouring, some attained to very lagessessions here, being a large

Country and few People, but now more numerouspsmcoasion for Negro-Slaves [...].
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How horrible is the Uncleanness, Mortality, if fdurder, that the Ships are guilty of that
bring great Crouds of these miserable Men and Womeéviethinks, when we are
bemoaning the barbarous Usage of our Friends anastik in Africa, it might not be
unseasonable to enquire whether we are not culpabfercing the Africans to become
Slaves amongst ourselves. And it may be a questi@ther all the Benefit received by
Negro Slaves, will balance the Acompt of Cash ¢ailupon them; and for the Redemption
of our own enslaved Friends out of Africa. Besidikshe Persons and Estates that have
perished there.

Obj. I. These Blackamores are of the Posterity lvdr@, and therefore are under the Curse
of Slavery. Gen. 9. 25, 26, 27.

Ans. Of all Offices, one would not beg this; vidncall’d for, to be an Executioner of the
Vindictive Wrath of God; the extent and duratiorwdfich is to us uncertain. If this ever
was a Commission; How do we know but that it igylemce out of Date? Many have
found it to their Cost, that a Prophetical Denurtma of Judgment against a Person or
People, would not warrant them to inflict that evit it would, Hazael might justify himself
in all he did against his Master, and the Israditerom 2 Kings 8. 10, 12.

But it is possible that by cursory reading, thiTmay have been mistaken. For Canaan is
the Person Cursed three times over, without thetior@ng of Cham. Good Expositors
suppose the Curse entailed on him, and that thispResie was accomplished in the
Extirpation of the Canaanites. Vide Pareum. Whsrihe Blackmores are not descended
of Canaan, but of Cusb. Psal. 68. 31. Princedlsimene out of Egypt [Mizraim] Ethiopia
[Cush] shall soon stretch out her Hands unto Godder which Names, all Africa may be
comprehended; and their Promised Conversion oughiet prayed for. Jer. 13. 23. Can
the Ethiopian change his Skin? This shews thatkBlden are the Posterity of Cush: Who
time out of mind have been distinguished by thelo@. And for want of the true, Ovid

assigns a fabulous cause of it.
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Obj. 2. The Nigers are brought out of a Pagan Coynhto places where the Gospel is
Preached.

Ans. Evil must not be done, that good mayecah it. The extraordinary and
comprehensive Benefit accruing to the Church of,Godl to Joseph personally, did not
rectify his Brethrens Sale of him.

Obj. 3. The Africans have Wars one with anot@ur Ships bring lawful Captives
taken in those Wars.

Answ. For aught is known, their Wars are maakh as were between Jacob’s Sons
and their Brother Jacob’s. If they be between M@mnd Town; Provincial or National:
Every War is upon one side Unjust. An Unlawful \6&m’'t make lawful Captives. And by
Receiving, we are in danger to promote, and partak#heir Barbarous Cruelties. | am
sure, if come Gentlemen should go down to the Beesvto take the Air, and Fish: And a
stronger Party from Hall should surprise them, asadl them for Slaves to a Ship outward
bound: they would think themselves unjustly dedh; both by Sellers and Buyers. And

yet ‘tis to be feared, we have no other kind deTa our Nigers.
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Editors’ Introduction 3

Piunklin, were unable to ascend the ladder. For all these reasons, Mo-
iuley's report provides a quite unusual perspective on life in America
during the early decades of the eighteenth century.’

Moraley’s travels in North America form the central event in his
sutobiography. Then, after spending nearly five years in the New
Waorld between 1729 and 1734, Moraley returned to England, where he
wiote and published his Voyage and Adventures in 1743. As the title
sippests, he designed his story both to inform and to entertain. After
letching a few incidents from his early life, he describes the persuasive
aient who convinced him to sign an indenture as a bound servant and
then the ocean voyage, his sale in Philadelphia, and his subsequent
wivice as a “Voluntary Slave” (64).” Moraley’s account brims over with
vlwervations on the middle colonies a half-century after their settlement
by the English. He describes the geography and climate, the flora and
fuwina, and the customs, religions, superstitions, material conditions,
il daily life of the inhabitants. Of particular interest are his comments
about servants, slaves, and Native Americans—groups often ignored by
vitly travelers. To enhance the entertainment value of his narrative,
Moraley includes three short stories, examples of tales he might have
tuld to pass the time on board ship or to regale his customers. Moraley’s

I Two accounts left by poorer eighteenth-century Americans are Israel R. Potter, The Life and
emarkable Adventures of Israel R. Potter, ed. Leonard Kriegel (1824; reprint, New York: Corinth Books,
16, and Frank D. Prager, ed., The Autobiography of John Fitch (Philadelphia: American Philosophical

wicty, 1976). Aurobiographies of indentured servants are especially rare, but see Daniel B. Shea, ed.,

wine Account of the Fore Part of the Life of Elizabeth Ashbridge,” in journeys in New Worlds: Early
Vescriiun Women's Narvatives, ed. William L. Andrews et al. (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press,
1090), 117-80; James Annesley, Memoirs of an Unfortunate Young Nobleman, Returned from Thirteen Years’
Vavery in America: A Story Founded on Truth and Addressed Equally to the Head and Heart (London:
Povvman, 1763); and Peter Williamson, The Life and Curious Adventures of Peter Williamson, Who Was
tarvied Off from Aberdeen and Sold for a Slave (Aberdeen: n.p., 1804). A few bound servants left letters
sl yournals; see John Harrower, The Journal of Jobn Harrower, an Indentured Servant in the Colony of
\ivwinig, 1773—1776, ed. Edward Miles Riley (New York: Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 1963); Daniel
Vene, Letters and Other Papers of Daniel Kent, Emigrant and Redemptioner, ed. Ella K. Bernard (Baltimore:
top. 1904); Elizabeth Sprigs, “Elizabeth Sprigs to John Sprigs (1756),” in Isabel Calder, ed., Colonial
Coaptiveties, Marches, and Journeys (New York: Macmillan, 1935), 151—52. The only account that ante-
daten William Moraley’s is that of David Evans, who arrived as an indentured servant in Pennsylvania in
1700 Portions of his autobiography are printed in Boyd Stanley Schlenther, “*The English Is Swallow-
i Up Their Language’: Welsh Ethnic Ambivalence in Colonial Pennsylvania and the Experience of
avid bvans,” PMHB 114 (1990): 201—28; and in John Van Der Zee, Bound Ouver: Indentured Servitude
sid Amevican Conscience (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1985), 135—45.

v Page 64 of Moraley’s autobiography as reproduced below. The page numbers of subsequent
duotations from the autobiography are given in parentheses in the text.
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48 . The Infortunate

About this time, the World run mad after the Soxth Sez Bubble."” My
Faather was bit to the Tune of £800, which somewhat impair'd his Foi
tuane; and being advanc’d in Years, proposed to my Mother to settle a
Niewcastle, where he had many Friends. She declin’d this Proposal foi
soome Years, but at last agreed to it, by my giving her a good Accoun
of~ the Place, where I had been some Years before.

We arriv’d at Newcastle after two Days Sail, and settled for about twa
Years, meeting with Encouragement in our Business from the generous
Imhabitants. In the meantime, my Father having Notice of the Death ol
hiis Brother, left us, in order to secure his Effects, but unfortunatcly
diied at Harwich, in his Passage home from London, in the Year 1729,
frrom which Time I date all my Misfortunes. He had made a Will,
wrhich not answering my Expectations, occasioned frequent Quarrels an
Clontests between my Mother and myself; and her marrying again,"
wviden’'d the Breach, and oblig’d me to leave Newcastle for London, where
I arrived with 12 sfhillings} only, given me by my Mother, to seek m)
F'ortune, she assuring me she could not raise any more, by reason of hei
Marriage.”

The Money being soon spent, and not readily falling into Business, |
woas reduc’d to Poverty. A Gentleman'® let her know my Circumstances
S he answer’d, she had given all out of her Power, and could do no mor«
for me. He writ o her again, threatening her, if she did not restore thi

27
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1743), 1992, p. 49, (source papier) Annexe n°2 bis.

Chapter 1 49

Flgure 6. The Second Royal Exchange. Moraley went here to find information about a
iasige to America.

'f third Part of the Personal Effects to me, he would do me Justice; and
¢ Withal let her know, he had applied to the Chamber of London on my
f Account. She answer'd him, if he or I gave her Trouble, she would leave
P8ll she had a Right to, from me: So the Affair dropp’d. I had now my
" Ingenuity to trust to; and it was in vain to expect any Subsistence from
[ her.
B The said Gentleman writ another Letter to her, and told her, it was
%‘ﬂeedless to contend with me, for I was resolvd to have my Right,
‘btwithstanding my Father’s Will, and any Release I could give her,
Hihless she could prove I receiv’d my whole Fortune from her, a Release
finly standing good for so much as I had receiv’d, which was but £20 for
ihe Acquittance of about £300 (for the Lord Mayor’s Court being a
Lourt of Equity, Remedy would be had against such an Imposition) and
#tlvised her to restore me the remainder.

But not hearing from her, I being resolute, as not caring what be-

e
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il I he Intorcanatee

ame of me, it enter’d into my Head to leave England, and sell mysl
for a Term of Years into the American Plantations. Accordingly | &

ments fix'd against the Walls, of the Ships bound to America, whiill
nusing by myself, a Man" accosted me in the following Manncr Sif
aid he, I have for some time observ’d you, and fancy your Condit i i
life is alter'd for the worse, and guess you have been in better i
sances; but if you will take my Advice, I'll make it my Business (o (i
out some way which may be of Service to you. Perhaps you may iniigis
[have a Design to inveigle you, but I assure you I have none; and il yi
will accept of a Mug of Beer, I will impart what I have to propos
jou. The Man appearing sincere, I gave Ear to him. !
I was dress’d at that Time in a very odd Manner. I had on a Red Hig®
Coat, with Black Lining, Black Buttons and Button Holes, and s}
lace upon the Pockets and Facing; an old worn out Tye Wiy, wh&
lad not been comb’d out for above a Fortnight; an unshaven Bead |
orn Shirt, that had not been wash’d for above a Month; bad Shoes, s
Stockings all full of Holes. !
After he had shav’d me, he proposed to me an American Voyap, :jf}_=
uid there was a Ship at Limebouse Dock, that would sail for Peniiliv
in three or four Days. Sir, said I, a Person like me, oppress'd by |1
fortune, need not care where he goes. All Places are alike to me, ;méf
m very willing to accept of your Offer, if I could have some Viiw
bettering my Condition of Life, though I might have expected a lwis
fate than to be forc’d to leave my Native Country: But adverse Nt
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Chapter 3 0>

ment of servants

val of the ship Boneta and advertise . '
9-16, 1729. Moraley arrived on this

J Newspaper notice of the arri
. Pennsylvania Gazette (Philadelphia), December

winl was among the servants advertised to be sold.
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06
The Infortunate

Ou ituti
- s Sl;lappy Constitution here secures
e Se ' :
ki ersfi how cautjoys! and how 8ravely wise!
opeful Youth in Emulation rige. g
: b

&Irl thl; ﬁ.rSt perfect Scheme of Liberty!
e at dralse.’ what Thanks! ¢o thee O.Penr apa
oved of Men! and Candidate for ’Heaven- -

[‘hI'S Fﬂmf\lin Bl A
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4  BURLINGTON—CHURCHES AND
IONARIES—QUAKER MEETINGS—THE MAYQ]
OF PHILADELPHIA—RESCUING A
LADY —AN EXCHANGE OF WIT—A NEGRO'
{1HOST—THE DELAWARE RIVER—PERRIWIG
ISLAND—AN ENORMOUS
SKELETON—ANTEDILUVIAN REMAINS.

— =

left Philadelphia, to go tBling-
ton to my Master; I wyein a
. where [ got my self Drunk for the first time after my Aripl and
fitnt experienced the Strength of Rum. About Twelve w|gded
‘ and 1 was conveyed to my Master, where I dined uporDynp-
i, hoil'd Beef, and Udder; when 1 became enamour'd v Mrs
b, the Daughter. I was stripp’d of my Rags, and receivediy[jn of
Wi 4 torn Shire, and an old Coat. They tell me, it was onljfor the
sont, for I might expect better.
[ wint to bed that Night, being the first Time I had seen oxgjpce I
L London, which was fifteen Weeks. The next day I had lex ypon
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On the other Side of the River lies Bristol, in BecCounty, in Pennsylvania, larger than
Burglington ; but has little remarkable in it, bistthe Post Road to Philadelphia. | had
almost forgot to speak something of the Quakerslyédeetings, which | should have
dome in my Description of Philadelphia, or Burliogt They meet yearly at one of these
Places alternately, by Agreement, when all sorthefoest Provisions are provided for the
receptions of great Numbers of the Brethren assminiitomall Quarters, who are
sometimes so numerous, that there is not roomhiemt which obliges them to disperce
into the adjacent villages for Quarter, but returthe Day of the Town.
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82 The Infortunate

Poor, which is given at their Discretion. These Meetings #
rebuking of Schisms, that sometimes arise among them; and
into the external Behaviour of the Professors, and to preserve
ity. In a word, they shew to Mankind, that they are strict Ol
good Nature and Hospitality, and keep up to the due Observi
Evangelical Precepts, and the Moral Law. !

My Master employed me in his Business: I continued sati
him for sometime; but being desirous to settle at Philadel
the rest of my Servitude, I declared to him, I would stay no I¢
desired him to dispose of me to some other Master, and ingi
it, agreeably to the Tenour of my Indenture. This Demand ¢
cross to me, and I attempted an Escape, but was taken, and
Prison; but was soon released, with a promise to satisfy my |
About a Fortnight after, we went to the Mayor of Philade
Name was Griffith," a Man of exact Justice, tho’ an Irishman,
ciled us; so I returned back to Burlington, and continued with Iy
Years, he forgiving me the other Two: I was ever after perfect)
with my Master’s Behaviour to me, which was generous. ‘.__

There lived in the Family a Relation of his, named Hannah Iy
Gentlewoman of Beauty, good Parts, and a good Fortune, I)
Mr Thomas Lambert, a Native of Yorkshire.’” One Day as this f_
myself was crossing [thel Delaware, in a Canoe, it overset; $0
Danger, I forgot my own for her Safety, and taking her round th
of the Waist, with one Arm, swam by the help of the other to th
Side of the River. She so sensibly remembered this Service, that
Time of my stay in this Family, I never wanted Money. Her Fatl
me five Pounds, and when ever I went into the Country, I
made. his House my resting Place, where I was very civily trea

Our Family consisted of a Wife and two Daughters, with a p
a Negro Slave, a bought Servant,® and myself, with the aforesal
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The Infortunate

Figurfe 15 Newspaper advertisement of slaves for sale, A
delphi‘a)(; June 8-15, 1738.

merican Weekly
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Chapter o —

pure 17.  Newspaper advertisement for runaway servant of Isaac Pearson, American Weekly
lercury (Philadelphia), November 2—9, 1732.
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[saac Pearson, Moraley’s master, advertised for three runaway servants in the news-
papers between 1727 and 1737. The advertisement for the first escapee appeared in
the March 30—April 6, 1727, edition of the American Weekly Mercury:

Run away on the 3rd of this Instant April, from Isaac Pearson of Bur-
lington, a Servant Man, he is a short well set Fellow, and Purblind, named
about 30 Years of Age, round Visage, his Hair cut off; he
has on an old Hat, a redish strip’d Cap, a dark Drugget Pea Jacket, and a
striped Flannel Jacket with blue stripes under the same, a pair of Ozenbrig
Drawers, and round Toed Shoes. Whoever secures the said Servant so that

his Master may have him again, shall have 40 Shillings Reward and reason-
able Charges.

ligure 17 reproduces the notice for Aaron Middleton, and Pearson advertised for a
third servant in the August 25—September 1, 1737, issue of the Pennsylvania
Craizette:

Run away from Isaac Pearson, of Burlington, in West-New-Jersey, a Serv-
ant Man named John Williams, aged about 37 Years, a West-Country

164 Appendix F

Man, speaks by Clusters, hard to understand, very short, s(uaFe
Trade a Clockmaker: He had on a full-trimm’d brown colour'd ¢ luth
with flat Pearl Buttons set in Brass, a flannel strip’d Juc ket with
Flaps, a fine Shirt, and an Ozenbrigs one, ozenbrigs Trousers, hlue
Stockings, peaked toe’d Shoes, with Hobnails drove in the Heels, &
brim’d castor Hat. :
Whoever secures the said Servant so that he may be had again, shall |
Thirty Shillings Reward, paid by Isaac Pearson.
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The same night which was fixed upon to retreatfathyer and his family set off about the
break of day. The king and his two younger wivestweone company, and my mother
and her children in another. We left our dwellingssuccession, and my father's company
went on first. We directed our course for a largeud plain, some distance off, where we
intended to conceal ourselves from the approachemgmy, until we could refresh
ourselves a little. But we presently found that mireat was not secure. For having struck
up a little fire for the purpose of cooking victsalthe enemy, who happened to be
encamped a little distance off, had sent out a seguparty who discovered us by the
smoke of the fire, just as we were extinguishingnd about to eat. As soon as we had
finished eating, my father discovered the party mmchediately began to discharge arrows
at them. This was what | first saw, and it alarmexth me and the women, who, being
unable to make any resistance, immediately betoosetves to the tall, thick reeds not far
off, and left the old king to fight alone. For sormme | beheld him from the reeds
defending himself with great courage and firmné&lsat last he was obliged to surrender

himself into their hands.

They then came to us in the reeds, and the vestydalute | had from them was a violent
blow on the head with the fore part of a gun, ahtha same time a grasp round the neck.
| then had a rope put about my neck, as had alltbmen in the thicket with me, and were
immediately led to my father, who was likewiseqgued and haltered for leading. In this
condition we were all led to the camp. The womed myself, being submissive, had
tolerable treatment from the enemy, while my fathas closely interrogated respecting
his money, which they knew he must have. But amye them no account of it, he was
instantly cut and pounded on his body with gredumanity, that he might be induced by
the torture he suffered to make the discoverythdl availed not in the least to make him
give up his money, but he despised all the tortuigish they inflicted, until the continued
exercise and increase of torment obliged him td sind expire. He thus died without
informing his enemies where his money lay. | sawwhile he was thus tortured to death.

The shocking scene is to this day fresh in my mgnaod | have often been overcome
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while thinking on it. He was a man of remarkablatwte. | should judge as much as six
feet and six or seven inches high, two feet actbssshoulders, and every way well
proportioned. He was a man of remarkable strengtld aesolution, affable, kind and

gentle, ruling with equity and moderation.

SMITH Venture, A Narrative of the Life and Adventur es of Venture, a Native of
Africa, but Resident Above Sixty Years in the Unitd States of America. Related by
Himself. New Reprinted A. D. 1835, and Published by Descendant of Venture.
Revised and Republished with Traditions by H. M. Seden, Haddam, Conn., (Edition
électronique), (l1ére ed. 1798. 2nde ed. 1835) 189¢. 13, (source
http://antislavery.eserver.owmiversity of North Carolina) Annexe n° 2.

CONTAINING AN ACCOUNT OF HIS LIFE FROM THE TIME @GF LEAVING AFRICA TO THAT OF
HIS BECOMING FREE :

ATER all the business was ended on the coast afaAfthe ship sailed from thence to
Barbadoes. After an ordinary passage, except greattality by the small pox, which
broke out on board, we arrived at the island of lBadoes; but when we reached it, there
were found, out of the two hundred and sixty tlaged from Africa, not more than two
hundred alive. These were all sold, except myselitAree more, to the planters there.

The vessel then sailed for Rhode Island, and airiveere after a comfortable passage.
Here my master sent me to live with one of higssintil he could carry me to Fisher's
Island, the place of his residence. | had then deted my eighth year. After staying with

his sister some time, | was taken to my masteaisepto live.

When we arrived at Narraganset, my master wentrashoorder to return a part of the
way by land, and gave me the charge of the keissdfunks on board of the vessel, and
charged me not to deliver them up to anybody, mehdo his father, without his orders.
To his directions | promised faithfully to conforWthen I arrived with my master's articles
at his house, my master's father asked me fordns «eys, as he wanted to see what his
trunks contained. | told him that my master inteasine with the care of them until he
should return, and that | had given him my word#&ofaithful to the trust, and could not,
therefore, give him, or any other man, the keybaut my master's directions. He insisted
that | should deliver to him the keys on pain ohiphment. But | let him know that he

should not have them, let him say what he wouldhige laid aside trying to get them.
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The first of the time of living at my master's gulace, | was pretty much employed in the
house, carding wool and other household busines¢hit situation | continued for some
years, after which my master put me to work outl@drs. After, many proofs of my
faithfulness and honesty, my master began to matgronfidence in me. My behavior had
as yet been submissive and obedient. | then beghaavie hard tasks imposed on me. Some
of these were to pound four bushels of ears of ewary night in a barrel for the poultry,
or be rigorously punished. At other seasons ofyte, | had to card wool until a very late
hour. These tasks | had to perform when only abmé years old. Some time after, | had
another difficulty and oppression which was gredtem any | had ever experienced since
| came into this country. This was to serve twoteras James Mumford, my master's son,
when his father had gone from home in the mornimgj given me a stint to perform that
day, would order me to do this and that busine$termint from what my master had

directed me.
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After | had lived with my master thirteen yearsingethen about twenty-two years old, |
married Meg, a slave of his who was about my owa. &y master owned a certain
Irishman, named Heddy, who about that time formgtha of secretly leaving his master.
After he had long had this plan in meditation, hggested it to me. At first | cast a deaf-
ear to it, and rebuked Heddy for harboring in hisxthsuch a rash undertaking. But after
he had persuaded and much enchanted me with thepgcb of gaining my freedom by
such a method, | at length agreed to accompany hieddy next inveigled two of his
fellow-servants to accompany us. The place to whigh designed to go was the
Mississippi. Our next business was to lay in aigefit store of provisions for our voyage.
We privately collected out of our master's stone gseat old cheeses, two firkins of butter,
and one batch of new bread. When we had gatheteslalown clothes and some more,
we took them all about midnight and went to theewatde. We stole our master's boat,

embarked, and then directed our course for the issgspi River.

We mutually confederated not to betray or desed another on pain of death. We first
steered our course for Montauk Point, the east@ndong Island. After our arrival there,

we landed, and Heddy and | made an incursion ihéisland after fresh water, while our

two comrades were left a little distance from tleath employed in cooking. When Heddy
and | had sought some time for water, he returreedur companions and | continued on
looking for my object. When Heddy had performedblisiness with our companions who
were engaged in cooking, he went directly to thatbstole all the clothes in it, and then
travelled away for East Hampton, as | was informedeturned to my fellows not long

after. They informed me that our clothes were stdbeit could not determine who was the
thief, yet they suspected Heddy, as he was misAitey. reproving my comrades for not
taking care of our things which were in the boaadvertised Heddy and sent two men in
search of him. They pursued and overtook him atifaouwpton and returned him to the
boat. | then thought it might afford some chanaenig freedom, or at least be a palliation
for my running away, to return Heddy immediatelyhte master, and inform him that |

was induced to go away by Heddy's address. Accgisdihset off with him and the rest of
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my companions for my master's, and arrived thethomt any difficulty. | informed my
master that Heddy was the ringleader of our revahd that he had used us ill. He
immediately put Heddy into custody, and myself @mpanions were well received and

went to work as usual.

SMITH Venture, A Narrative of the Life and Adventur es of Venture, a Native of
Africa, but Resident Above Sixty Years in the Unitd States of America. Related by
Himself. New Reprinted A. D. 1835, and Published by Descendant of Venture.
Revised and Republished with Traditions by H. M. Sden, Haddam, Conn., (Edition
électronique), (lere ed. 1798. 2nde ed. 1835) 189. 21, (source
http://antislavery.eserver.oumiversity of North Carolina) Annexe n° 5.

As | never had an opportunity of redeeming myshlfst | was owned by Miner, though
he promised to give me a chance, | was then veljitums of obtaining it. | asked my
master one time if he would consent to have mehageemy freedom. He replied that he
would. | was then very happy, knowing that | washatt time able to pay part of the
purchase money by means of the money which | soreebtiried. This | took out of the
earth and tendered to my master, having previoeslyaged a free negro man to take his
security for it, as | was the property of my masterd therefore could not safely take his
obligation myself. What was wanting in redeemingetfymy master agreed to wait on me
for, until 1 could procure it for him. | still comued to work for Colonel Smith. There was
continually some interest accruing on my masteot rio my friend, the free negro man
above named, which | received, and with some bgsidaich | got by fishing, I laid out in
land adjoining my old master Stanton's. By culiivgthis land with the greatest diligence
and economy, at times when my master did not reguyr labor, in two years | laid up ten

pounds. This my friend tendered my master for & received his note for it.

Being encouraged by the success which | had mretlieseming myself, | again solicited my
master for a further chance of completing it. Tharwce for which | solicited him was that
of going out to work the ensuing winter. He agréadhis on condition that | would give
him one-quarter of my earnings. On these termsrkaathe following winter, and earned
four pounds and sixteen shillings, one quarter bicty went to my master for the privilege,

and the rest was paid him on my account. | was #ieut thirty-five years old.
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Accordingly I hired myself out at Fisher's Islarrning twenty pounds; thirteen pounds
six shillings of which my master drew for the gage and the remainder | paid for my
freedom. This made fifty-one pounds two shillinggkwl paid him. In October following |

went and wrought six months at Long Island. In 8iatmonth's time | cut and corded four
hundred cords of wood, besides threshing out sgverd bushels of grain, and received of
my wages down only twenty pounds, which left reimgia larger sum. Whilst | was out

that time, | took up on my wages only one pairhafes. At night | lay on the hearth, with
one coverlet over and another under me. | returteedny master and gave him what |
received of my six months' labor. This left oniytéen pounds eighteen shillings-to-make
up the full sum of my redemption. My master libedatne, saying that | might pay what
was behind if | could ever make it convenient, wtise it would be well. The amount of
the money which | had paid my master towards redegemy time, was seventy-one
pounds two shillings. The reason of my master $&irey such an unreasonable price, was,
he said, to secure himself in case | should evarecto want. Being thirty-six years old, |

left Colonel Smith once more for all. | had alredalyen sold three different times, made
considerable money with seemingly nothing to deitifeom, had been cheated out of a

large sum of money, lost much by misfortunes, algn enormous sum for my freedom.
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CHAPTER III.

CONTAINING AN ACCOUNT OF HIS LIFE FROM THE TIME ®GERCHASING HIS FREEDOM TO
THE PRESENT DAY.

MY wife and children were yet in bondage to Mr. TherBsanton. About this time | lost a
chest containing, besides clothing, about thirgghéipounds in paper money. It was burnt
by accident. A short time after | sold all my pessens at Stonington, consisting of a
pretty piece of land and one dwelling house theremd went to reside at Long Island.
For the first four years of my residence therepérst my time in working for various
people on that and at the neighboring islands.hi& $pace of six months | cut and corded
upwards of four hundred cords of wood. Many othegwar and wonderful labors |
performed in cutting wood there, which would notifferior to the one just recited, but
for brevity's sake | must omit them. In the afonetio@ed four years, what wood | cut at
Long Island amounted to several thousand cords,thednoney, which | earned thereby
amounted to two hundred and seven pounds tenngslliThis money | laid up carefully by
me. Perhaps some may inquire what maintained méaliime | was laying up my money.
I would inform them that | bought nothing whichidl ehot absolutely want. All fine clothes
| despised in comparison with my interest, and ndwpt but just what clothes were
comfortable for common days, and perhaps | woulkhagarment or two which | did not
have on at all times, but as for superfluous finérever thought it to be compared with a
decent homespun dress, a good supply of moneyraddnze. Expensive gatherings of my
mates | commonly shunned, and all kinds of luxuliegas perfectly a stranger to; and

during the time | was employed in cutting the afeeationed quantity of wood [...].
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| never was at the expense of six pence worthiofssfBeing after this labor forty years of
age, | worked at various places, and in particuar Ram Island, where | purchased

Solomon and Cuff, two sons of mine, for two hundadthrs each.

It will here be remembered how much money | ehime cutting wood in four years.
Besides this, | had considerable money, amounbnglltto near three hundred pounds.
After this | purchased a negro man, for no otheas@n than to oblige him, and gave for
him sixty pounds. But in a short time after he aavay from me, and | thereby lost all that
| gave for him, except twenty pounds which he paédprevious to his absconding. The
rest of my money | laid out in land, in additionadfarm which | owned before, and a
dwelling house thereon. Forty-four years had thempleted their revolution since my

entrance into this existence of servitude and miisie.

Solomon, my eldest son, being then in his sevdhtegrar, and all my hope and
dependence for help, | hired him out to one Cha@lkarch, of Rhode Island, for one year,
on consideration of his giving him twelve pounds am opportunity of acquiring some
learning. In the course of the year, Church fitteat a vessel for a whaling voyage, and
being in want of hands to man her, he induced mytego, with the promise of giving him
on his return, a pair of silver buckles, besides\wages, As soon as | heard of his going to
sea, | immediately set out to go and preventpbssible. But on my arrival at Church's, to
my great grief, | could only see the vessel myvgas in, almost out of sight, going to sea.
My son died of the scurvy in this voyage, and Cihinas never yet paid me the least of his

wages. In my son, besides the loss of his lifest] Equal to seventy-five pounds.

My other son being but a youth, still lived with.mMdout this time | chartered a sloop of
about thirty tons burthen, and hired men to asmistin navigating her. | employed her
mostly in the wood trade to Rhode Island, and meldar of all expenses above one

hundred dollars with her in better than one yeahad then become something forehanded
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and being in my forth-fourth year, | purchased nifewWleg, and thereby prevented having

another child to buy, as she was then pregnanavedorty pounds for her.
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During my residence at Long Island, | raised onarywith another, ten cart loads of
watermelons, and lost a great many besides byhikgishness of the sailors. What | made
by the watermelons | sold there, amounted to nefarey hundred dollars. Various other
methods. | pursued in order to enable me to redegniamily. In the night time | fished
with set-nets and pots for eels and lobsters, dnmitly after went a whaling voyage in the
service of Col. Smith. After being out seven morities vessel returned laden with four
hundred barrels of oil. About this time | becamaeg®ssed of another dwelling house, and
my temporal affairs were in a pretty prosperousditon. This and my industry was what
alone saved me from being expelled that part ofigfand in which | resided, as an act
was passed by the selectmen of the place, thahegloes residing there should be

expelled.

Next after my wife. | purchased a negro man for foundred dollars. But he having an
inclination to return to his old master, | thereéotet him go. Shortly after, | purchased

another negro man for twenty-five pounds, whonrigabwith shortly after.

Being about forty-six years old, | bought my oldgstd, Hannah, of Ray Mumford, for
forty-four pounds, and she still resided with hinhad already redeemed from slavery,

myself, my wife and three children, besides thezsgammen.

About the forty-seventh year of my life | disposedll my property at Long Island, and
came from thence into East Haddam, Conn. | hiredeffiyout first to Timothy Chapman

for five weeks, the earnings of which time | putagefully by me.
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I am now sixty-nine years old. Though once stragid tall, measuring without shoes six
feet, one inch and an half, and every way well propned, | am now bowed down with
age and hardship. My strength, which was once etjuadt superior to any man whom |
have ever seen, is now enfeebled so that lifebigrden, and it is with fatigue that | can
walk a couple of miles, stooping over my staff.e®Otfriefs are still behind, on account of
which some aged people, at least, will pity me.gyly-sight has gradually failed, till I am
almost blind, and whenever | go abroad one of mandchildren must direct my way;
besides for many years | have been much painedrandlied with an ulcer on one of my
legs. But amidst all my griefs and pains, | havenyneonsolations; Meg, the wife of my
youth, whom | married for love and bought with ngney, is still alive. My freedom is a
privilege which nothing else can equal. Notwithsliag all the losses | have suffered by
fire, by the injustice of knaves, by the crueltd appression of false-hearted friends, and
the perfidy of my own countrymen whom | have assishd redeemed from bondage, | am
now possessed of more than one hundred acres df Emd three habitable dwelling
houses. It gives me joy to think that | have arat thdeserve so good a character,

especially for truth and integrity.
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CERTIFICATE.
STONINGTON, CONN., November 3, 1798.

THESE may certify, that VENTURE is a free negro,maged about 69 years, and was, as
we have ever understood, a native of Africa, amchéoly a slave to Mr. James Mumford,
of Fisher's Island, in the State of New York, wbld $iim to Mr. Thomas Stanton, 2d, of
Stonington, in the State of Connecticut, and sdahtSn sold said VENTURE to Col.
Oliver Smith, of the aforesaid place. That said VEXRE hath sustained the character of a
faithful servant, and that of a temperate, honest endustrious man, and being ever intent
of obtaining his freedom, he was indulged by histera after the ordinary labor on the
days of his servitude, to improve the nights ihifig and other employments to his own
emolument, in which time he procured so much masdyg purchase his freedom from his
late master, Colonel Smith; after which he took mpgomself the name of VENTURE
SMITH, and has since his freedom purchased a n@groan, called Meg, to whom he was
previously married, and also his children who welaves, and said VENTURE has since
removed himself and family to the town of East Haddin this State, where he hath

purchased lands on which he hath built a house,thack taken up his abode.
NATHANIEL MINOR, ESQ.
ELIJAH PALMER, ESQ.
CAPT. AMOS PALMER.

ACORS SHEFFIELD.

EDWARD SMITH.
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Elizabeth Sprigs, “Letter to Mr. John Sprigs in White Cross Street near Cripple
Gate, London, September 22, 1756,” in Isabel Caldgred., Colonial Captivities,
Marches, and JourneygNew York: Macmillan Company, 1935), 151-52. Repnited

by permission of the Connecticut Chapter of the Nabnal Society of Colonial Dames
of America, Annexe n°1.

Maryland, Sept'r 22'd 1756
Honored Father

My being for ever banished from your sight, witldpe pardon the Boldness | now take of
troubling you with these, my long silence has beemrly owning to my undutifullness to
you, and well knowing | had offended in the highasgree, put a tie to my tongue and
pen, for fear | should be extinct from your gooda&as and add a further Trouble to you,
but too well knowing your care and tenderness fersmlong as | retain’d my Duty to you,
induced me once again to endeavor if possible,indlé up that flame again. O Dear
Father, believe what | am going to relate the woofisruth and sincerity, and Balance my
former bad Conduct my sufferings here, and themml sure you'll pity your Destress
Daughter, What we unfortunate English People suféee is beyond the probability of you
in England to Conceive, let it suffice that | orfelee unhappy Number, am toiling almost
Day and Night, and very often in the Horses drugigevith only this comfort that you
Bitch you do not halfe enough, and then tied upwahigbp’d to that Degree that you’'d not
serve an Animal, scarce any thing but Indian Cand &alt to eat and that even begrudged
nay many Negroes are better used, almost nakedheoessnor stockings to wear, and the
comfort after slaving during Masters pleasure, wiest we can get is to rap ourselves up
in a Blanket and ly upon the Ground, this is th@ldeable Condition your poor Betty
endures, and now | beg if you have any Bowels ofigagsion left show it by sending me
some Relief, Clothing is the principal thing wagtinvhich if you should consent to, may
easily send them to me by any of the ships bourBattmore Town Patapsco River
Maryland, and give me leave to conclude in Dutyyém and Uncles and Aunts, and

Respect to all Friends.

Honored Father
Your undutifull and Disobedient Child

Elizabeth Sprigs
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WOOLMAN John, Journal of John Woolman The Harvard Classics. 1909-14., p. 1,
(source http://www.strecorsoc.org/jwoolman/title.htnl) Annexe n° 1.

| HAVE often felt a motion of love to leave soments in writing of my experience of tl
goodness of God, and now, in the thirty-sixth yafany age, | begin this work.

| was born in Northampton, in Burlington County, $¥dersey, in the year 1720. Befol
was seven years old | began to be acquainted hétoperations of Divine love. Throu
the care of my parents, | wdaught to read nearly as soon as | was capabteafd as
went from school one day, | remember that whileaognpanions were playing by the w
| went forward out of sight, and, sitting down, ¢ad the twentgecond chapter «
Revelation: “He shoed me a pure river of water of life, clear as alygproceeding out ¢
the throne of God and of the Lamb, &c.” In readifpgny mind was drawn to seek after t
pure habitation which | then believed God had pregdor his servants. The place whe
sat, and the sweetness that attended my mind, meneah in my memory. This, and the |
gracious visitations, had such an effect upon raéwthen boys used ill language it trouk
me; and, through the continued mercies of God,d praserved from that evil.

The pious instructions of my parents were oftesHren my mind, when | happened to
among wicked children, and were of use to me. Haaitarge family of children, they us
frequently, on first-days, after meeting, to set arge after anothieto read the Hol
Scriptures, or some religious books, the restngithy without much conversation; | he
since often thought it was a good practice. Fromatwinad read and heard, | believed tt
had been, in past ages, people who walked in upmegh before God in a degree excee
any that | knew or heard of now living: and the mbgnsion of there being less steadil
and firmness amongst people in the present age wliabled me while | was a child.
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In the management of my outward affairs, | may wép thankfulness, | found truth to
my support; and | was respected in my master’slfamiho came to live in Mount Holl

within two years after my going there.

In a few months after | came here, my master bosgheral Scotchmen servants, from
board a vessel, and brought them to Mount Hollgélh, one of whom was taken sick &
died. In he latter part of his sickness, being delirious,used to curse and swear
sorrowfully; and the next night after his buriabas left to sleep alone in the chamber wi
he died. | perceived in me a timorousness; | krteswever, | had not injuredhé man, bu
assisted in taking care of him according to my capal was not free to ask any one on 1
occasion to sleep with me. Nature was feeble; betyetrial was a fresh incitement to gi

myself up wholly to the service of God, for | found helper like him in times of trouble.

About the twentythird year of my age, | had many fresh and heavepbnings, in respe
to the care and providence of the Almighty over drsatures in general, and over mail
the most noble amongst those which argible. And being clearly convinced in r
judgment that to place my whole trust in God wast lber me, | felt renewed engageme
that in all things | might act on an inward prideipf virtue, and pursue worldly business

further than as truth opened my way.
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My employer, having a negro womdlsold her, and desired me to write a bill of s 24
the man being waiting who bought her. The thing suadden; and though I felt une:
at the thoughts of writing an instrument of slavimyone of my fellowereatures, yet
remembered that | wdsred by the year, that it was my master who deéche to d
it, and that it was an elderly man, a member ofSagiety, who bought her; so throt
weakness | gave way, and wrote it; but at the exagwf it | was so afflicted in m
mind, that | said before my master and the Fridrad L believed slav&eeping to be
practice inconsistent with the Christian religioFhis, in some degree, abated
uneasiness; yet as often as | reflected serioysby ut | thought | should have be
clearer if | haddesired to be excused from it, as a thing aganystonscience; for sut
it was. Some time after this a young man of ouri&gcspoke to me to write
conveyance of a slave to him, he having latelyriak@egro into his house. I told hir
was not easyo write it; for, though many of our meeting and ather places ke
slaves, | still believed the practice was not riginid desired to be excused from
writing. | spoke to him in goodwill; and he told nbat keeping slaves was 1|
altogether agreéde to his mind; but that the slave being a gifde#o his wife he he

accepted her.

Note 1. The number of slaves in New Jersey at this timstrhave been considerable, for
even as late as 1800 there were over 12,000 of.tfhém newly imported Africans were
deposited at Perth Amboy. In 1734 there were enafighem to make a formidable though

unsuccessful insurrectiorbdcHi
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Two things were remarkable to me in this journesstfin regard to my entertainment.
When | ate, drank, and lodged free-cost with pewagie lived in ease on the hard labor of
their slaves | felt uneasy; and as my mind was rdvwa the Lord, | found this uneasiness
return upon me, at times, through the whole visihere the masters bore a good share of
the burden, and lived frugally, so that their satsavere well provided for, and their labor
moderate, | felt more easy; but where they lived sostly way, and laid heavy burdens on
their slaves, my exercise was often great, anéduently had conversation with them in
private concerning it. Secondly, this trade of imipg slaves from their native country
being much encouraged amongst them, and the wlatple and their children so
generally living without much labor, was frequentiye subject of my serious thoughts. |
saw in these southern provinces so many vices amdptions, increased by this trade and
this way of life, that it appeared to me as a dgldominess hanging over the land; and
though now many willingly run into it, yet in futeirthe consequence will be grievous to
posterity. | express it as it hath appeared tomoeonce, nor twice, but as a matter fixed

on my mind.
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Ninth of fifth month.—A Friend at whose house we breakfasted setting litHeaon our
way, | had conversation with him, in the fear o thord, concerning his slaves, in which
heart was tender; | used much plainness of spedthhim, and he appeared to take
kindly. We pursued our journey without appointing meetjrgsng pressed in my mind
be at the Yearly Meeting in Virginia. In my travaty on the road, | often felt a cry rise fr
the centre of my mind, thus: “O Lord, | am a strangn the earth, hide ndiyt face fromr
me.” On the 11th, we crossed the rivers PatowmackRapahannock, and lodged at |
Royal. On the way we had the company of a colohe¢h® militia, who appeared to be
thoughtful man. | took occasion to remark on théedence in generdletwixt a people use
to labor moderately for their living, training upeir children in frugality and business, ¢
those who live on the labor of slaves; the fornmemy view, being the most happy life. |
concurred in the remark, and mentioned tleltle arising from the untoward, sloth
disposition of the negroes, adding that one oflalbiorers would do as much in a day as
of their slaves. | replied, that free men, whosadsiwere properly on their business, fo
a satisfaction in improvomy cultivating, and providing for their families;ub negroes
laboring to support others who claim them as tipeoperty, and expecting nothing |
slavery during life, had not the like inducemenb&industrious.

After some further conversation | said, that men haing power too often misapplied
it; that though we made slaves of the negroes, antie Turks made slaves of the
Christians, | believed that liberty was the naturalright of all men equally. This he did

not deny, but said the lives of the negroes were soetched in their own country that
many of them lived better here than there.
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Having travelled through Maryland, we came amofggnds at Cedar Creek in Virginia,
on the 12th; and the next day rode, in company séVeral of them, a day’s journey to
Camp Creek. As | was riding along in the morning;, mind was deeply affected in a
sense | had of the need of Divine aid to supportiméhe various difficulties which
attended me, and in uncommon distress of mindetlan secret to the Most High, “O Lord
be merciful, | beseech thee, to thy poor afflicbeeature!” After some time, | felt inward
relief, and, soon after, a Friend in company begatalk in support of the slave-trade, and
said the negroes were understood to be the oftsminCain, their blackness being the
mark which God set upon him after he murdered Alebrother; that it was the design of
Providence they should be slaves, as a conditiopgprto the race of so wicked a man as
Cain was. Then another spake in support of whatbegeh said. To all which | replied in
substance as follows: that Noah and his family vedirgvho survived the flood, according
to Scripture; and as Noah was of Seth’s race, dhaly of Cain was wholly destroyed.
One of them said that after the flood Ham wenthi® land of Nod and took a wife; that
Nod was a land far distant, inhabited by Cain’sramnd that the flood did not reach it; and
as Ham was sentenced to be a servant of servahis boethren, these two families, being
thus joined, were undoubtedly fit only for slaveseplied, the flood was a judgment upon
the world for their abominations, and it was grdrteat Cain’s stock was the most wicked,
and therefore unreasonable to suppose that they syared. As to Ham’s going to the
land of Nod for a wife, no time being fixed, Nodghi be inhabited by some of Noah’s
family before Ham married a second time; moreokertéext saith “That all flesh died that
moved upon the earth.” (Gen. vii. 21.) | furthemmded them how the prophets
repeatedly declare “that the son shall not suffetttie iniquity of the father, but every one
be answerable for his own sins.” | was troubled pe&rceive the darkness of their
imaginations, and in some pressure of spirit séaithe love of ease and gain are the
motives in general of keeping slaves, and men ard to take hold of weak arguments to
support a cause which is unreasonable. | have tevest on either side, save only the
interest which | desire to have in the truth. lié&e liberty is their right, and as | see they
are not only deprived of it, but treated in othespects with inhumanity in many places, |

believe He who is a refuge for the oppressed wilhis own time, plead their cause, and
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happy will it be for such as walk in uprightnesgdoe him.” And thus our conversation
ended.

WOOLMAN John, Journal of John WoolmanThe Harvard Classics. 1909-14., p. 23,
(source http://www.strecorsoc.org/jwoolman/title.htnl) Annexe n° 7.

Men and women have many times scarcely clothescmift to hide their nakedness, and
boys and girls ten and twelve years old are ofteitegnaked amongst their master’'s
children. Some of our Society, and some of the edgccalled Newlights, use some
endeavors to instruct those they have in readiagifbcommon this is not only neglected,
but disapproved. These are the people by whose taboother inhabitants are in a great
measure supported, and many of them in the luxwufdge. These are the people who
have made no agreement to serve us, and who haverfeited their liberty that we know
of. These are the souls for whom Christ died, amdtir conduct towards them we must
answer before Him who is no respecter of persohsywho know the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom he hath sent, and are thus atgdawith the merciful, benevolent,
gospel spirit, will therein perceive that the intigion of God is kindled against oppression
and cruelty, and in beholding the great distressoafiumerous a people will find cause for

mourning.
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Having proceeded thus far, | felt easy to leave éhsay amongst Friends, for themr
proceed in it as they believed best. And now anm@se revived in my mind in relation
lotteries, which were common in those paltisad mentioned the subject in a former sit
of this meeting, when arguments were used in fa¥éiriends being held excused who w
only concerned in such lotteries as were agredabl@v. And now, on moving it again,
was opposed as before;tbihe hearts of some solid Friends appeared to risedi to
discourage the practice amongst their members tlamanatter was zealously handled
some on both sides. In this debate it appearedaleay to me that the spirit of lotteries v
a spirit of selfishness, which tended to confuse and darkenutfierstanding, and tr
pleading for it in our meetings, which were setrajar the Lord’s work, was not right.

the heat of zeal, | made reply to what an anciernd said, and when | sat down sthat
my words were not enough seasoned with charityerAfis | spoke no more on the subj
At length a minute was made, a copy of which waddosent to their several Quarte

Meetings, inciting Friends to labor to discouralge practice amongst all professing with us.
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JOURNEY TO PENNSYLVANIA
IN AMERICA.

f )(a“rﬁ the month of May, 1750, I departed
?};1’?’;1 from Enzweihingen, Vaihingen County,
\i—{{) my native place, for I'ltiilil‘f)ﬂﬂ, where
an organ stood ready to be shipped and sent
to Pennsylvania. With this organ, I sailed the
usual way, down the Neckar and Rhine to Rot-
terdam in Holland. IFrom Rotterdam 1 sailed
with a transport of about 400 souls, Wiirtem-
bergers, Durlachers, Palatines and Swiss, ctc.,
across the North Sea to Kaupp [Cowes] in
England, and after a sojourn of g days there,
across the great ocean, until I landed in Phila-
delphia, the capital of Pennsylvania, Oct. 10,
1750% From home to Rotterdam, including
my sojourn there, I spent 7 weeks, caused by
the many stoppages down the Rhine and in
Holland, whereas this journey could otherwise

* In the list of names of Foreigners arriving in the ship
“QOsgood,” William Wilkie, Captain, from Rotterdam, and
taking the oath of allegiance Sept. 2gth, 1750 [O. 5.7, is
that of Gottlieb Mittelberger.—Penna. Archives, 2nd Series,
Vol. XVII., p. 324.

(13) be
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14 Fourncy to Pennsvlvania

be made swifter; but from Rotterdam to Phila-
delphia the voyage lasted 15 weeks. I was
nearly 4 years in that country, engaged, as my
testimonials show, as organist and schoolmaster
with the German St. Augustine's Church in
Providence, having besides given private in-
struction in music and in the German language,
as the following certificate will show, at the
house of Captain Diemer.,

Whereas the DBearer, Mr. Mittelberger,
Music Master, has resolved to return from
this ’rovince, to his native Land, which is in the
Dukedom of Wirtemberg in High Germany; 1
have at his Request granted these Lines to cer-
tify that ye above nam’d Mr. Mittelberger has
behaved himself honestly, diligently, and faith-
fully in ye Offices of Schoolmaster and Organ-
ist, during ye Space of three Years; in ye
Township of New-Providence, County of Phila-
delphia and Province of Pennsylvania, etc.  So
that 1 and all his Employers were entirely satis-
fied, and would willingly have him to remain
with us.  But as his Call obliges him to proceed
on his long Journey; we would recommend ye
s'd Mr. Mitelberger to all Persons of Dignity
and Character; and beg their Assistance, so
that he may pass and repass untill he arrives at
his Respective Abode; which may God grant,

and
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ened the first impulse in me not to keep con-
cealed what I knew. But the most important |
occasion for publishing this little book was the
wretched and grievous condition of those who
travel from Germany to this new land, and the
outrageous and merciless proceeding of the
Dutch man-dealers and their man-stealing emis-
sarics; I mean the so-called newlanders, for
they steal, as it were, German people under all
manner of false pretenses, and deliver them
into the hands of the great Dutch traffickers in
human souls. These derive a large, and the
newlanders a smaller profit from this traffic.
This, 1 say, is the main cause why I publish this
book. I had to bind myself even by a vow to
do so. Tor before I left Pennsylvania, when it
became known that I was about to return to
Wiirtemberg, many Wirtembergers, Durlach-
ers and Palatines, of whom there are a great
number there who repent and regret it while
they live that they left their native country, im-
plored me with tears and uplifted hands, and
even in the name of God, to make this misery
and sorrow known in Germany, so that not
only the common people, but even princes and
lords, might learn how they had fared, to pre-
vent other innocent souls from leaving their |
fatherland, persuaded thereto by the newland- !
ers, and from being sold into a like slavery.

And
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Tn EAmerica. 19

to board the ship near Rotterdam, lost two
children at once by drowning.

‘ Both in Rotterdam and in Amsterdam the
people are packed densely, like herrings so to
say, in the large sea-vessels. One person re-
ceives a place of scarcely 2 feet width and 6
feet length in the bedstead, while many a ship
carries four to six hundred souls; not to men-
tion the innumerable implements, tools, provi-
sions, water-barrels and other things which like-
wise occupy much space.

On account of contrary winds it takes the
ships sometimes 2, 3 and 4 weeks to make the
trip from Holland to Kaupp [Cowes] in Eng-
land. But when the wind is good, they get
there in 8 days or even sooner. Everything is
examined there and the custom-duties paid,
whence it comes that the ships ride there 8, 10
to 14 days and even longer at anchor, till they
have taken in their full cargoes. During that
time every one is compelled to spend his last
remaining money and to consume his little stock
of provisions which had been reserved for the
sea; so that most passengers, finding them-
selves on the ocean where they would be in
greater need of them, must greatly suffer from
hunger and want. Many suffer want already
on the water between Holland and Old Eng-

land.
When
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20 Fourney to Pennsylvania

When the ships have for the last time
weighed their anchors near the city of Kaupp
[Cowes] in Old England, the real misery begins
with the long voyage. For from there the
ships, unless they have good wind, must often
sail 8, 9, 10 to 12 weeks before they reach
Philadelphia.  But even with the best wind the
voyage lasts 7 weeks.

But during the voyage there is on board
these  ships  terrible misery, stench, fumes,

horror, vomiting, many kinds of sea-sickness,
fever, dysentery, headache, heat, constipation,
boils, scurvy, cancer, mouth-rot, and the like,
all of which come from old and sharply salted
food and meat, also from very bad and foul
water, so that many die miserably.

Add to this want of provisions, hunger, thirst,
frost, heat, dampness, anxiety, want, afflictions
and lamentations, together with other trouble,
as ¢. v. the lice abound so frightfully, especially
on sick people, that they can be scraped off the
body. The misery reaches the climax when a
gale rages for 2 or 3 nights and days, so that
every one believes that the ship will go to the
bottom with all human beings on board. In
such a visitation the people cry and pray most
piteously.

When in such a gale the sea rages and
surges, so that the waves rise often like high

mountains
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L1 Journcy to Pennsplvania

and malice join cach other, so that they cheat
and rob one another. One always reproaches
the other with having persuaded him to under-
take the journey. Frequently children cry out
against their parents, husbands against their
wives and wives against their husbands, brothers
and sisters, friends and acquaintances against
each other. But most against the soul-traffick-
Crs.

Many sigh and cry: * Oh, that I were at home
again, and if 1 had to lie in my pig-sty!” Or
they say: “ O God, if I only had a piece of good
bread, or a good fresh drop of water.” Many
people whimper, sigh and cry piteously for their
homes ; most of them get home-sick. Many
hundred pcople necessarily die and perish in
such misery, and must be cast into the sea,
which drives their relatives, or those who per-
suaded them to undertake the journey, to such
despair that it is almost impossible to pacify and
console them. In a word, the sighing and cry-
ing and lamenting on board the ship continues
night and day, so as to cause the hearts even
of the most hardened to bleed when they hear it.

No one can have an idea of the sufferings
which women in confinement have to bear with
their innocent children on board these ships.
Few of this class escape with their lives; many
a mother is cast into the water with her child as

soon
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soon as she is dead. One day, just as we had
a heavy gale, a woman in our ship, who was to
give birth and could not give birth under the
circumstances, was pushed through a loop-hole
[port-hole] in the ship and dropped into the
sea, because she was far in the rear of the ship
and could not be brought forward,

Children from 1 to 7 years rarely survive the
voyage; and many a time parents are com-
pelled to see their children miserably suffer and
die from hunger, thirst and sickness, and then
to see them cast into the water. [ witnessed
such misery in no less than 32 children in our
ship, all of whom were thrown into the sea.
The parents grieve all the more since their
children find no resting-place in the earth, but
are devoured by the monsters of the sea. Itis
a notable fact that children, who have not yet
had the measles or small-pocks, generally cet
them on board the ship, and mostly die of them.

Often a father is separated by death from his
wife and children, or mothers from their little
children, or even both parents from their chil-
dren ; and sometimes whole families die in quick
succession ; so that often many dead persons lie
in the berths beside the living ones, especially
when contagious diseases have broken out on
board the ship.

Many other accidents happen on board these

ships,
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voyage, the ships come in sight of land, so that
the promontories can be seen, which the people
were so eager and anxious to see, all creep
from below on deck to see the land from afar,
and they weep for joy, and pray and sing,
thanking and praising God. The sight of the
land makes the people on board the ship, espec-
ially the sick and the half dead, alive again, so
that their hearts leap within them; they shout
and rejoice, and are content to bear their misery
in patience, in the hope that they may soon
reach the land in safety. But alas!

When the ships have landed at Philadelphia
aflter their long voyage, no one is permitted to
leave them except those who pay for their
passage or can give good security; the others,
who cannot pay, must remain on board the
ships till they are purchased, and are released
from the ships by their purchasers. The sick
always fare the worst, for the healthy are natur-
ally preferred and purchased first; and so the
sick and wretched must often remain on board
in front of the city for 2 or 3 weeks, and
frequently die, whereas many a one, if he could
pay his debt and were permitted to leave the
ship immediately, might recover and remain
alive.

Before I describe how this traffic in human
flesh is conducted, I must mention how much

the

65



MITTELBERGER Gottlieb, Gottlieb Mittelberger’s jour ney to Pennsylvania in the
year 1750 and return to Germany in the year 1754.#ladelphia, John. Jos. McVEY
1898, p. 26, (source archives.org) Annexe n° 8.

26 Fourney to Pennsvivania

the journey to Philadelphia or Pennsylvania
costs.

A person over 10 years pays for the passage
from Rotterdam to Philadelphia 10 pounds, or
6o florins. Children from 5 to 10 years pay
half price, 5 pounds or 3o florins. All children
under 5 years are free. For these prices the
passencgers are conveyed to Philadelphia, and,
as long as they are at sea, provided with food,
though with very poor, as has been shown above.

But this is only the sea-passage; the other
costs on land, from home to Rotterdam, including
the passage on the Rhine, are at least 4o florins,
no matter how economically one may live. No
account is here taken of extraordinary contin-
gencies. [ may safely assert that, with the great-
est economy, many passengers have spent 200
florins from home to Philadelphia.

The sale of human beings in the market on
board the ship is carried on thus: Every day
Englishmen, Dutchmen and High-German peo-
ple come from the city of Philadelphia and other
places, in part from a great distance, say 20, 30,
or 40 hours away, and go on board the newly
arrived ship that has brought and offers for sale
passengers from LEurope, and select among the
healthy persons such as they deem suitable for
their business, and bargain with them how long
they will serve for their passage money, which

: most
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themselves of this good and sure opportunity
to take their friends, brothers or sisters, or even
their parents with them; and it has often hap-
pened that such old people followed them, trust-
ing to the persuasion of these newlanders that
they would be better provided for.

Such old people they seck to get away with
them in order to entice other people to follow
them. Thus they have seduced many away
who said that if such and such relatives of theirs
went to America, they would risk it too. These
men-thieves resort to various tricks, never for-
getting to display their money before the poor
people, but which is nothing else but a bait
from Holland and accursed blood-money.

When these men-thieves persuade persons of
rank, such as nobles, learned or skilled people,
who cannot pay their passage and cannot give
security, these are treated just like ordinary
poor people, and must remain on board the
ship till some one comes and buys them from
the captain. And when they are released at
last from the ship, they must serve their lords
and masters, by whom they have been bought,
like common day-laborers. Their rank, skill
and learning avails them nothing, for here none
but laborers and mechanics are wanted. Dut
the worst is that such people, who are not ac-
customed to work, are treated to blows and

cufis,
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DESCRIPTION OF THE LAND

PENNSYLVANIA.

ENNSYEYRANEX is one of the Eng-
Sleph lish settlements or colonies in North
e America, It borders on the sea, and is
just in the centre between the other English
plantation lands. Far above it, in the north, are
Nova Scotia, New England, New York, and
New Jersey; below it, in the south, Maryland,
Virginia, Carolina, and Georgia. From the city
of London to the point where we lose Old Eng-
land out of sight we count 325 English miles;
then, from land to land, that is from the last
land in Old England to the first land in Penn-
sylvania 3600 such miles, from there to Phila-
delphia 125 miles, which makes together 40350
English miles, or 1350 German or rather
Swabian hours. 3 English miles make a
Swabian hour, but 25 such hours make a de-
gree, just as the French land miles. 'When the
ships come near this land, they sail from the
ocean into the great river. This is a large bay
formed by the Delaware River, or rather, it is
(47) the
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not croak or quack, but yelp. And this yelping
begins as early as March.

In America there are quite different kinds of
birds to be seen from those in Europe. Of
birds which are precisely like our European
ones, no others are found but ravens, swallows,
and the little hedge-sparrows. The American
birds are most beautiful ; their splendid colors
and lovely song are above all praise. In the
first place there are birds which are yellow and
have black wings ; secondly, red ones with black
wings; thirdly, altogether yellow ones ; fourthly,
starlings which are larger than ours, look quite
blue and have red wings; fifthly, brilliant red
ones with plumes on their head ; sixthly, entirely
blue ones; seventhly, white ones with black
wings ; eighthly, many-colored ones; ninthly,
grass-green ones with red heads; tenthly, there
is a species which is black, white and pied.
These birds can imitate the singing and whist-
ling of all birds; in half an hour such a bird can
imitate more than 30 birds successfully. There
is a species of birds that call in summer all day
long quite plainly: “Get you gone! Get you
gone!” Another, which is heard mostly by
night, calls : “Wipperwill! Wipperwill!” [Whip-
poor-Will]; it is called by that name. e find
in Pennsylvania no storks, no magpie, no cuckoo,
no lark, no yellow-hammer, no nightingale, no

quail,
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will not say for how much money this little bird
is sometimes bought by great people. DBut
they do not live long, as it is impossible to fur-
nish them with their proper food.

In Pennsylvania multitudes of fish can be
caught every spring in the Delaware and
Schuylkill rivers, and lots of wild pigeons can
be shot twice a year, viz., in spring when they
migrate to the north, and in fall when they
come back and migrate to the south. The fish
ascend at their season from the sea, and what
are not caught go about the end of May back
into the sea. These fish are an ell long and
almost half an ell broad; so many are often
caught that many a one salts a whole barrel or
tub full of them, enough for a year; when one
wants to eat some, they are laid in fresh water
over night, then washed and fried. In the same
manner the pigeons, too, are salted and eaten
in winter.*

There is not so much game and wild-fowl
around Philadelphia as there formerly was, be-
cause that region is thickly inhabited, and be-
cause every one may shoot what he will. DBut
the farther one gets into the country the less it
is inhabited, and the more one finds of all kinds
of game, especially much feathered game, and

* With respect to these pigeons, see above quoted book,

p- 306.
many
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many a one supports himself in this country by
hunting.

In Pennsylvania one finds in summer time
many species of snakes and other vermin,
especially in the Blue Mountains. Many a
snake, 10, 12, 15, and even 18 feet long has
been seen there, and many persons and animals
have been mortally bitten by these terrible and
dangerous creatures. There are black and
white, green and gray snakes, also black ones
with yellow stripes. Among these the rattle-
snakes are the largest and worst; but in some
respects the black snakes, which are 12 to 15
feet long, and as thick as an arm, are even more
dangerous, inasmuch as they have a marvelous
power to charm, and that only by their steady
glance; so that every creature, be it a hare, a
bird or a squirrel, must come down from the
trees and close up to them, when they pounce
upon it and devour it* They can climb the
tallest oaks and other trees, and they are also
able to charm little children, so that they must
stand still before them. The children cry pite-
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ously, and it has often happened that they were
saved, and that large snakes were found lying
before them. The rattle-snakes are in part
even larger than the above-mentioned species ;
many of them are more than 18 feet long and
as thick as a hay pole. These snakes have at
their rear end rattle-tails with which they can
rattle so that it can be heard from afar. "They
rattle whenever they are angry or see any-
body. They add every year a new ring to
their rattle-tails. These snakes have scales like
the fish; the scales are black, blue and green,
and look like mother-of-pearl. Snakes have
frequently crept into the houses and even into
the beds of people who live in the woods, so
that the people lay on them in the night till the
snakes grow restless beneath the weight, where-
upon they are driven out and killed.
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When these people knew we were brother and sistgr indulged us together; and the
man, to whom | supposed we belonged, lay witheis) the middle, while she and | held
one another by the hands across his breast alltpighd thus for a while we forgot our
misfortunes in the joy of being together: but etléa small comfort was soon to have an
end; for scarcely had the fatal morning appearetiew she was again torn from me for
ever! | was now more miserable, if possible, thafote. The small relief which her
presence gave me from pain was gone, and the vedness of my situation was
redoubled by my anxiety after her fate, and my abensions left her sufferings should be
greater than mine, when | could not be with healteviate them. Yes, thou dear partner of
all my childish sports! thou sharer of my joys aswrows! happy should | have ever
esteemed myself to encounter every misery for amaito procure your freedom by the
sacrifice of my own. Though you were early foraednfmy arms, your image has been
always rivetted in my heart, from which neitherdinmor fortune have been able to remove
it; so that, while the thoughts of your sufferinggve damped my prosperity, they have
mingled with adversity and increased its bitterngss]. | did not long remain after my
sister. | was again sold, and carried through a temof places, till, after travelling a
considerable time, | came to a town called Tinmathe most beautiful country | had yet
seen in Africa. It was extremely rich, and thergem@any rivulets which flowed through

it, and supplied a large pond in the centre oftilven, where the people washed.
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The first object which saluted my eyes when | adign the coast was the sea, and a slave
ship, which was then riding at anchor, and waitifag its cargo. These filled me with
astonishment, which was soon converted into tewlen | was carried on board. | was
immediately handled and tossed up to see if | wetad by some of the crew; and | was
now persuaded that | had gotten into a world of Ispdtits, and that they were going to
kill me. Their complexions too differing so mucbnir ours, their long hair, and the
language they spoke, (which was very different feomg | had ever heard) united to
confirm me in this belief. Indeed such were therdrar of my views and fears at the
moment, that, if ten thousand worlds had been my, dwvould have freely parted with
them all to have exchanged my condition with ttidhe meanest slave in my own country.
When | looked round the ship too and saw a largedce or copper boiling, and a
multitude of black people of every description okdi together, every one of their
countenances expressing dejection and sorrow, lbnger doubted of my fate; and, quite

overpowered with horror and anguish, | fell motiessg on the deck and fainted.
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Soon after this the blacks who brought me on baeedt off, and left me abandoned to
despair. | now saw myself deprived of all chancestifrning to my native country, or even
the least glimpse of hope of gaining the shoreclwhinow considered as friendly; and |
even wished for my former slavery in preferencenyopresent situation, which was filled
with horrors of every kind, still heightened by mgorance of what | was to undergo. |
was not long suffered to indulge my grief; | wasrsput down under the decks, and there
| received such a salutation in my nostrils as t lreever experienced in my life: so that,
with the loathsomeness of the stench, and cryigether, | became so sick and low that |
was not able to cat, nor had | the least desir¢asie any thing. | now wished for the last
friend, death, to relieve me; but soon, to my griefo of the white men offered me
eatables; and, on my refusing to eat, one of theld me fast by the hands, and laid me
across | think the windlass, and tied my feet, evifle other flogged me severely. | had
never experienced any thing of this kind beforet although, not being used to the water,
| naturally feared that element the first time Ws#, yet nevertheless, could | have got over
the nettings, | would have jumped over the sid¢,lmould not; and, besides, the crew
used to watch us very closely who were not chatlweeh to the decks, lest we should leap
into the water: and | have seen some of these péiazan prisoners most severely cut for
attempting to do so, and hourly whipped for notreatThis indeed was often the case with
myself. In a little time after, amongst the pooricled men, | found some of my own

nation, which in a small degree gave ease to mymin
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[...] confined together, it became absolutely pestild. The closeness of the place, and
the heat of the climate, added to the number insthip, which was so crowded that each
had scarcely room to turn himself, almost suffodates. This produced copious
perspirations, so that the air soon became unfit fespiration, from a variety of
loathsome smells, and brought on a sickness amunglaves, of which many died, thus
falling victims to the improvident avarice, as | ynaall it, of their purchasers. This
wretched situation was again aggravated by the iggllof the chains, now become
insupportable; and the filth of the necessary tub&) which the children often fell, and
were almost suffocated. The shrieks of the wommh tlze groans of the dying, rendered
the whole a scene of horror almost inconceivableppily perhaps for myself | was soon
reduced so low here that it was thought necessakeep me almost always on deck; and

from my extreme youth | was not put in fetters.
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While | was attending these ladies their servaold ime | could not go to Heaven unless |
was baptized. This made me very uneasy; for | lnad some faint idea of a future state:
accordingly | communicated my anxiety to the elddsts Guerin, with whom | was

become a favourite, and pressed her to have mezedptwhen to my great joy, she told
me | should. She had formerly asked my mastelt tméebe baptized, but he had refused;
however she now insisted on it; and he being urstene obligation to her brother

complied with her request; so | was baptized inN&rgaret's church, Westminster, in

February 1759, by my present name. The clergymiatheasame time, gave me a book,
called a Guide to the Indians, written by the Bgslad Sodor and Man. On this occasion
Miss Guerin did me the honour to stand as godmoted afterwards gave me a treat. |
used to attend these ladies about the town, intwhkérvice | was extremely happy; as |

had thus many opportunities of seeing London, whddsired of all things.
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About the middle of May, when the ship was gotlyda sail for England, | all the time
believing that Fate's blackest clouds were gatlgeraver my head, and expecting their
bursting would mix me with the dead, Captain Dosant for me ashore one morning, and
| was told by the messenger that my fate was tleéerdined. With fluttering steps and
trembling heart | came to the captain, and founthviiim one Mr. Robert King, a quaker,
and the first merchant in the place. The captaantlold me my former master had sent me
there to be sold; but that he had desired him tonge the best master he could, as he told
him | was a very deserving boy, which Captain Dosaid he found to be true; and if he
were to stay in the West Indies he would be gladleiep me himself; but he could not
venture to take me to London, for he was very sumewhen | came there | would leave
him. | at that instant burst out a crying, and bedgnuch of him to take me to England
with him, but all to no purpose. He told me he gatime the very best master in the whole
island, with whom | should be as happy as if | wier&ngland, and for that reason he
chose to let him have me, though he could sellartest own brother-in-law for a great

deal, more money than what he got from this gerthem
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This speech of the captain was like life to theddieame, and instantly my soul glorified
God; and still more so on hearing my master immedifasay that | was a sensible fellow,
and he never did intend to use me as a common; sladethat but for the entreaties of the
captain, and his character of me, he would not Hatene go from the stores about as |
had done; that also, in so doing, he thought byyiag one little thing or other to different

places to fell I might make money. That he alsendéd to encourage me in this by
crediting me with half a puncheon of rum and halfagshead of sugar at a time; so that,
from being careful, | might have money enough,omes time, to purchase my freedom,;
and, when that was the case, | might depend upte ivould let me have it for forty

pounds sterling money, which was only the same fivécgave for me.
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Montserrat.--To all men unto whom these preserai sbme: | Robert King, of the parish
of St. Anthony in the said island, merchant, semting: Know ye, that | the aforesaid
RobertKing, for and in consideration of the sunsefenty pounds current money of the
said island, to me in hand paid, and to the inthat a negro man-slave, named Gustavus
Vassa, shall and may become free, have manumétedncipated, enfranchised, and set
free, and by these presents do manumit, emancigatianchise, and set free, the
aforesaid negro man-slave, named Gustavus Vassayéw, hereby giving, granting, and
releasing unto him, the said Gustavus Vassa, ghtrititle, dominion, sovereignty, and
property, which, as lord and master over the afair@sGustavus Vassa, | had, or now |
have, or by any means whatsever | may or can hereg@bssibly have over him the
aforesaid negro, for ever. In witness whereof |dbeve-said Robert King have unto these
presents set my hand and seal, this tenth daylpf ibuthe year of our Lord one thousand
seven hundred and sixty-six.

ROBERT KING.
Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence o¥l€égay, Montserrat. Registered the

within manumission at full length, this elevently daJuly, 1766, in liber D.

TERRYLEGAY, Register.
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On the 14th of October the Indian Queen arrivedigston in Jamaica. When we were
unloaded | demanded my wages, which amounted tat @gunds and five shillings
sterling; but Captain Baker refused to give me @ar¢hing, although it was the hardest-
earned money | ever worked for in my life. | sowud Doctor Irving upon this, and
acquainted him of the captain's knavery. He didhallcould to help me to get my money;
and we went to every magistrate in Kingston (ametdlwere nine), but they all refused to

do any thing for me, and said my oath could noadmitted against a white man.
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