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| NTRODUCTION

7KH VORZ GLVLOOXV,LRWKRI HERKRWIDFURODWYLQJ WKH HOF
American president of the United States, strengthened the idea that the nation had parted with its old
ways regarding race, and gave way to conservative political roadblocks, to struggles for black
intellectual leadership and to the consequent frustration of activists with no change in sight, with
structural racism and disparate experiences with the police between the white majority and the black
minority, even in Ferguson where this minority is thajority demographic, put an end to the already
eroded trust in this supposedly new social era and triggered the start of its crumble.

The Black Lives Matter slogan had national and even international appeal, perceived by some
as a hopeful wakap call d young African Americans to come out of this belief in a racial golden age,
and by others as a manifestation of powerlessness and hopelessness of black communities which had
long been brewing masked by said belief. Although these interpretations do taibttleem same
ramifications, they paint the picture of a group reaction to the 2014 shooting of Michael Brown in
Ferguson, but also to a multitude of seemingly indirect causes which have in turn brought about this
unjustified police kiling. One key aspedb understanding the outreach the #blacklivesmatter
demonstrated online during the Ferguson events is to account for its actions in the wake of previous
police killings, notably following the 2012 shooting of Trayvon Martin in Sanford and more generally
in 2012 and 2013 both on the ground and online: the Ferguson protests cannot be understood
individually, and are rather another manifestation of an ongoing transition from street and online
activism to a movement that was already taking form by the tinnisasttook to the streets after the
choking of Eric Garner at the hands of the police earlier in 2014. The reasons behind this outrage are
much harder to pinpoint, but do have in common that they are perceived as inherent problems in the
policing system ad injustices part of an institutionally racist system, and could fit in loosely defined
categories of systemic issues disproportionately affecting the black minority that BLM has blamed for
the current racial disparities in the US, namely wealth disparioppme inequality, education gap,
achievement gap, racially biased drug ldwmequal targeting and treatment by the police, police
EUXWDOLW\ PDVV LQFDUFHUDWLRQ DQG WKH UHPRYDO RI SU

1 Including differences in sentencing between crack and cocaine (see chapter 3.1), habitual offender (also known as three
strikes) laws, other laws directly or indirectly causing disparate conviction rates b&tihéen and Blacks.
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Vermont, either temorary in 37 or potentially permanent in 1They belong to three main categories:
socioeconomic disparities, laws and policies perceived as unfair, and the way they are enforced.
Beyond inherited lower social positions (less accumulated wealth and doceducation in families

over time), which remain and are still major grievances, the present situation is not simply the product
of an older era that would now be considered as resolute. There still exists to this day a degree of
oppression that accunaied wealth does not explain on its own. The black minority is under
represented in home ownership, academic achievement, employment, quality of employment and
LOQFRPH LQGLYLGXDO ZHDOWK ZKHUHDV LQ D 3SRVWUR&LDO" V
these metrics. (Brown University) Race, gender, wealth and location are interconnected factors of
inequality and disparity of experience with the police. The 2008 subprime crisis was an economic
disaster which brought about the unéflanding of murcipalities, leaving them scrambling for revenue,

a nefarious consequence in direct causation with the social ills described previously. Municipalities like
Ferguson, in an attempt to balance their budget, resorted to measures ranging from draconian to
unoonstitutional which exacerbated already existing practices discriminatory in both intent ancdfimpact.

A second, more direct consequence of the financial crisis was a drop in individual wealth and home
ownership which was more acute for racial minorities.

The movement for Black Lives, to which Black Lives Matter appertains, can be said to be part
of a long history of struggle, however it is not a logical, seamless continuation of the civil rights
movement. There is a rupture inghihronology, and the fact it happened under an African American
president and under an African American attorney general has everything to do with why it can be
considered as a discontinuity: the civil rights movement sought to open the door to thaitpassib
political power for African Americans as a solution to these issues through civil rights, but what if even
voting and having access to the highest seat of political power in the nation was not sufficient to bring
about change? This movement isaxial response to this disturbing question. With its outstanding
reach, this newly founded movement seems to decry first and foremost a lack of representativity at all
levels: at the federal level with dissenters vehemently criticizing Barack Obama awoldance of
policing and race issues, at the state and municipal levels with activists pointing at unfair policing

practices, and at the local level with a dissatisfaction with available activist gtbtips.shooting of

1 For a detailed table, sdttps://www.ncsl.org/research/electiemsdcampaigns/feloivotingrights.aspx

2 3>«@ D SDWWHUQ RI XQFRQVWLWXWLRQDO SROLFLQJ >«@ SURFHGXUHV W
>«@UHXVRQYY RZQ GDWD HVWDEOLVK FOHDU UDFLDO GLVSDULWLHYVY WKD\
GLVFULPLODWRU\ LQWHQW >«@ XQGHUPLQLQJ ODZ HQIRUFHPHQW OHJ
(Department of Justice Civil Rights\dsion). For a more detailed account, see chapter 1.2.
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Michael Brown was the spark amscial media the powddeg, to what extent can the surrounding
socioeconomic factors of the Obama era be said to have inevitably led to this flashpoint?
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CHAPTER |: THE SOCIOECONOMIC CONTEXT

1.1 The Election ofBarack Obama and the Postraciality Myth

Despite the liberal hope that the election of Barack Obama would bring about the collapse of
institutional racism and racist attitudes, the belief in the words of Martin Luther King regarding African
$PHULFDQV 3QRW EH>LQJ@eisKiGhuthg tHekF RVKW HFERMD RU WRKHLU FKDU
ZRUGV PRYLQJ SDVW FRORU LQ D 3FRORUEOLQG" UDFLDOO\
belief. 7KLV LV ZKDW 3HQLHO ( -RVHSK FRQVLGHUV D UHYHODWLR
ol 2EDPDYV ILUVW WHUP UDFH VWLOO PDWWHUHG $OWKRXJIK
determining social component, the sobering reality was that the economic crisis became a priority and
that even attempts at fixing known unfair laws antfaps for the black community like the Fair
Sentencing Act only reduced existing inequalities.

$UIJXDEO\ WKHUH ZHUH WZR PDLQ UHDFWLRQV WR 2EDPDY
pride. Fear is difficult to document, but some indications as@lable to us, such as massively
increased traffic on websites known more specifically for their whifgremacist reputaticiiThis is
likely connected to the belief that altering the social quo and giving special status to African Americans
will hinder the personal advancement of these individuals, which was the case in 1985 in a report by
6WDQOH\ *UHHQEHUJ D SROOVWHU VWXG\LQJ GHPRFUDWYV ZKF
Rogers, 304). Pride is a lot trickier. This sense of pride is rdiigmaticper se but blind pride in the
QDWLRQYVY DELOLW\ WR JR EH\RQG UDFLDO PDWWHUV OHG WR
postraciality. Both fear and this sense of postraciality may stem from a similar cause which is that of
awkwardness around tlggiestion of race in America.

The concept of colorblindness was appropriated in a similar manner to how the figure of Martin
Luther King was appropriated by former conservative president Ronald Reagan, or rather a trimmed
down and more palatable versiohdU .LQJ RQH WR ILW PDMRULW\ ZKLWH V
concept of racial equality as not to be an objective but a means to an end: for society to be equal in the

end, everyone must be given the same amount of help. Of course, this is furdlgniemtsame as

1 See chapter 3.1
2 33%IWHU 2EDPD ZRQ WKH SUHVLGHQF\ LQ GHILDQFH R-bupekbciétHwebddéL D O K
6WRUPIURQW LQFUHDVHG VL[IROG ~ &RDWHYV
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FRQVLGHULQJ D IODW WD[ 3HTXDO" RQ WKH EDVLV WKDW HYH
flawed if society is not already equal. In simplistic terms, this meant society had to rid itself of federal
DLG OHVW WKH 3l h&yéDRndv JeMhdlpl @d Eard work, consequently galvanizing
already existing inequalities, but by the same token giving a justification for not attempting to remedy
them. On the other hand, Reagan did notably leaveblamk associated federal aid grams such as
Social Security and Medicare untouched. (300) Political scientists Philip A. Klinkner and Rogers Smith
found two dynamics to have been major in popularizing these arguments in the past: the waning of the
Cold War (not as relevant under Reagand the resentment of the majority which accompanied the
SWUDQVIRUPDWLRQ LQ $PHULFDQ GHPRJUDSK\ LQVWLWXWLRC
SULJKWO\ [HOW WKHPVHOYHV WR EH D OHVV OHJDOO\ SddLYLOH
EHHQ LQ WKH SDVW’ ODNLQJ D KLVWRULFDO SDUDOOHO ZzlI
PHFKDQLVPV DW SOD\ DUH VLPLODU RQ SDSHU D IHDU RI ORYV
ideologically justifying the maintaining of thgtatus quo. The postracial myth associates the rather
recent emergence of a black welf class and the election of a black man to the highest office with a
racially level playing field.

The notion of the postracial has the same narcotic, intoxicatidgseductive initial ring to it as other panacea

terms of racial resolution like: colorblind, level playing field, tolerance, equality, and, thedapression du

jour, diversity. But, there is a crucial distinction to be drawn between postracial aedl#itter terms. The

latter terms suggest some sort of future aspirational objective to be striven towards, and bring with them the

further hope that these objectives are within redgbroviding for a little determination and hard work on

HY HU\R Q HIeVpoStEadialy with its always significant prefix, suggests not only the kind of great progress

that has ostensibly been made, but also, more seductively still, the dizzying prospect of an ideological endpoint

that may have already been attained, if modeed, surpassed. Obviously, this desire to cathect the racial
through the lens of the padtorpost IRXQG LWV DSRWKHRVLYV LQ %DUDFN 2EDPDYV

It is indeed this assumption of change that makes postracialism such a potertsmanger lies in its
SRVVLEOH UKHWRULFDO MXVWLILFDWLRQ RI HILVWLQJ LQHTXD
MLK. It can be used to justify the deprioritization or denial of actual, topical issues, or to belittle said
issuesbyelk HU SRVLQJ WKHP DV UDFLVP VWLOO EHLQJ DURXQG EX!
DV EHLQJ 3UDFLVP ZLWKRXW UDFLVWV" PDNLQJ WKH DVVXPSW
that racial inequalities are somehow unnoticeable, unchangeabtbexrefore acceptable (McWorther).

It crystallizes a simplistic but demonstrably convincing connection between the possibility of black
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success and the achievement of racial equality, either because of its perceived logic or because of the
justificationsit allows, serving as an enabling myth.

Another facet of this myth, which contributes and stems from the previously mentioned fear, is
the belief that Obama would protect first and foremost African American interests, forcing him to
swerve towards a momaceneutral tone for political reasons. One of the most obvious examples of
WKLY LV WKH GLITHUHQFH EHWZHHQ WKH IRUPHU ,OOLQRLV 6
renowned historical black colleges) and his other rally speeches. Author wmdligt TaNehisi
Coates highlights this discrepancy with irony+H JDYH D JRRG VSHHFK WKDW G
Howard's rituals, calling out its famous alumni, shouting out the university's various dormitories, and
urging young people to vote. (His usba ULIl RQ UHVSHFWDELOLW\ SR@O@LWLFV
FRPSDULVRQ RWKHU FDPSDLJQ VSHHFKHV VXFK DV 3% ORUH 3H!
tightrope after ABC News posted a piece on his former pastor, Jeremiah Wright, highlightingf parts
his sermons that were deemed unamerican and controversial (Ross-Bod/)EImarked his full
awareness of the color politics at play. Even though the speecltamasendedor its rhetorical
quality, its ambivalence was reproached to the presidentwasdespecially voiced when African
American activist groups started to rise up in 2012 and to decry the lack of change. Others saw this not
just as a means to an end (burying the controversy) but also as a core precept of the president. Coates
attributes2EDPDYVY RYHU]JHDORXVQHVYV ZLWK FRORUEOLQGQHVV WR
LW 3D PDWWHU RI SROLWLFDO VXUYL Y-DeSs, whick Yoeb li@yYoRd ¥dde. KLV F
7KH MX[WDSRVLWLRQ RI 2EDPDTV RHOWMIKM\LIR @ ZW WXL WM HI UHRR XS
PXFK WKH HQG RI UDFLDO LQMXVWLFH LQ $PHULFD EXW LWV |
nation was not only seen as not enough, but also as paradoxically giving an argument for
decredibilizing the DFLDO OHQV 3,W LV RQH RI KLVWRU\V VXSUHPH L
demanding justice grew exponentially louder, while in many ways remaining invisible, during the time
RI WKH QDWLRQYV ILUVW EODFN SUHVLGHQW ~ 3HQLHO
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1.2 The Fergwson Events

If there is one conclusive element to draw from Ferguson, it would have to be that the
motivation for the protests was deeper than the shooting itself: it was a microcosm, regrouping many of
the issues the movement for Black Lives has been dhthevpointing at. The media coverage of the
event provided a platform for a plethora of grievances that had been bottled up and investigations into
WKH J)HUJXVRQ SROLFH GHSDUWPHQW DVFHUWDLQHG WKH IDFW
avoidable. The Ferguson events can be broken down into what led to the shooting of Michael Brown,
the shooting itself and the ensuing protests. Our primary focus will be on the myriad of combined
factors which made this shooting possible and reflected/ meanurring policing issues nationwide, but
whose specificity made into a symbol of police harassment and brutality. The Ferguson protests sent
shockwaves throughout the country and gave birth to a major movement for the protection of Black
Lives, while atthe same time not being the first tragedy of its kind. The shooting may have been the
spark, but the passion it ignited and the activist groundwork at play seems to have stemmed from an
accumulation of grievances over a period of time, and is likely v Igained in traction after the
shooting of Trayvon Martin in 2012 by a civilian neighborhood watch coordinator.

Following an indepth investigation of the Ferguson Police Department (FPD) and its court
system, the Civil Rights Division of the Departmeftlostice released a report providing much needed
background and factual evidence of systemic violations of the law by the very body in charge of
enforcing said laws. The city of Ferguson is one of the 89 municipalities in St Louis county, Missouri.
67% ofits population was black in 2014 but only 13,5% of the officers were African Americans, and all
court staff (municipal Judge, court clerk, prosecuting attorney, and all assistant court clerks) were white
(Department of Justice Civil Rights Division, 6).id relevant to note there was a nearly 50% increase
in the number of citations given when comparing the records from 2010 and those from 2014.
Moreover, this increase was not driven by a rise in serious crime, which remained at a constant level.
ThisisEHOLHYHG WR KDYH UHVXOWHG IURP WKH FLW\TV IRFXV RQ
relying more and more on municipal funding through law enforcement (fees, citations and bond
money), despite denying these allegations in response to -@hposing Bloomberg article (Smith,

RQ WKH EDVLV WKDW LW RQO\ UHSUHVHQWHG RI WKH F
startling increase in revenue and budget share from fines and fees seems to corroborate this hypothesis
Another hypatesis, which is not part of the report, would be that the city was trying to recuperate

during the aftermath of the subprime crisis. As the report highlights, Ferguson had suffered from a stark
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decline in sales tax. Revenue from fines and fees skyrocketed2011 to 2012 with a 49,6% increase,
increasing again by 16,6% the following year and forecasting a 6,9% increase from 2013 to 2014, even
ZKHQ H[FOXGLQJ 3VRPH PLQRU PXQLFLSDO FRXUW IHHV™ 7R
increases were onlyinor before this change in strategy, with a comparatively trivial 2,2% increase in
20102011. (9)

The municipal court system suffered from a number of issues, ranging from worrisome
infringements on due process to issuing outright unlawful and uncaiostél search and arrest
warrants. The court staff was overburdened with an unmanageable amount of offenses pending, as filed
cases piled up, of which only part would be resolved. The court was put into a situation where it had to
consider 1200 to 1500 dfQVHY LQ D VLQJOH VHVVLRQ RQ DYHUDJH ZLW
WKUHH KRXUV’ ORVW FKDUJHV ZHUH UHVROYHG ZLWKRXW W
resolution. Not having enough money or otherwise not being able to pay for a fineiincurred a
municipal warrant leading to an arrest and even more filings, a vicious cycle which seemed to be a
significant issue both for the residents and for court $(80)

This brings us to a second major issue with the way FPD enfordesv#sits arbitrary, at times

even unlawful policing.

)3' RIILFHUV URXWLQHO\ FRQGXFWHG VWRSV WKDW KDYH OLWWOH U
The investigation reveals FPD relied heavily on vague charges, meaning potentalhstiational stops,
FLWDWLRQV DQG DUUHVWYV 3)UHTXHQWO\ RIILFHUV VWRS SHRSOH
SUREDEOH FDXVH 2IILFHUV UHO\ KHDYLO\ RQ WKH PXQLFLSDO 3)DLO
unconstitutimal in part, and is frequently abused in practice. FPD also relies on a system ofgeifiesated
DUUHVW RUGHUV FDOOHG 33ZDQWHGV" WKDW FLUFXPYHQWYV WKH ZDI
data show, moreover, that FPD misconduct @dhea of stops and arrests disproportionately impacts African
$PHULFDQV’ 3, UHYLHZLQJ )3'" UHFRUGV Zbase® ¥Qthe QX PH |
RIILFHUYV RZQ GHVFUL SWhLdRiCer BdtaMel |n @divitiudIQwthbuR rticoille reasonable

suspicion of criminal activity or arrested a person without probable cause. In none of these cases did the officer

explain or justify his conduct. (17)

1 37KH FRXUW PD\OWR @OWKRWIKLDW GRHV VR UDUHO\ DQG PRVW FKDUJH\
issues arrest warrants when a person misses a court appearance or fails to timely pay a fine. As a result, violations that
would normally not result in a penalty of fjmsonment can, and frequently do, lead to municipal warrants, arrests, and
MDLO WLPH « $V WKH QXPEHU RI FKDUJHV LQLWLDWHG E\ )3' KDV LQFUL
also increased. According to data the City reportededvtissouri State Courts Administrator, at the end of fiscal year
2009, the municipal court had roughly 24,000 traffic cases and 28,000afi cases pending. As of October 31,

2014, both of those figures had roughly doubled to 53,000 and 50,000 respestively. In fiscal year 2009, 16,178
new cases were filed, and 8,727 were resolved. In 2014, by contrast, 24,256 new offenses were filed, and 10,975
RITHQVHV ZHUH9JHVROYHG ~
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There was also the issue of magemunicipal charges, including the one referred t6 8HG FKHFNV’
7KH UHSRUW PHQWLRQV pb SDWWHUQ RI VXVSLFLRQOHVV OH.
GRFXPHQWHG LQ )3'fV UHFRUGV GHVFULEHG E\ )3' DV 3SHG FK
are in no way constitutional. This wembquestioned by officers, a nefarious consequence giving way

to an unlawful stofandfrisk policy.

21 ILFHUV LQYRNH>G@ WKH WHUP 3SHG FKHFN"™ DV WKRXJK LW KDV \
Officers may not detain a person, even brieflithout articulable reasonable suspicion. Terry, 392 U.S. at 21.

7R WKH H[WHQW WKDW WKH ZRUGV 3SHG FKHFN" VXJJHVW RWKHUZI
WKUHDWHQV WR FRQIXVH RIILFHUVY XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI WKH ODZ

When combined, theddition of baseless arrests and disregard for due and legal process gave even
JUHDWHU DEXVHV VXFK DV YLRODWLRQV RI KDEHDV FRUSXYV
(with their amounts rarely being reviewed by the Judge, which is not the,narfayvful detentions of
persons for more than 72 hours, and occasional ignoring of bail paympatsons who might have
been unlawfully arrested in the first place. (60) Perhaps one of the most scandalous aspects of this
report is the picture it paintR 1 D SURIRXQG UDFLDO LVVXH ZLWK )3'fV SRO
overly targeted, ended up with more citations in comparable situations, were overly represented in the
crime numbers while being part of the demographic that is the least likely tbldd¢oapay the
FRQVHTXHQW ILQHYV 3'HVSLWH PDNLQJ XS RI WKH SRSXODWL
)3'fV WUDIILF VWRSYV RI )3'1V FLWDWLRQV DQG RI )3'MV
even when amounting for criminality rateAfrican American residents of Ferguson, they were also
2,07 times as likely to be searched during a stop despite being 26% less likely to have contraband
IRXQG RQ WKHP $IULFDQ $PHULFDQV DUH DOVR 3 OHadV OLNI
E\ WKH OXQLFLSDO -XGJH’ $QRWKHU DVSHFW RI WKLV GL\
force, with the overwhelming majority (almost 90%) used against African Americans. FPD
documentation reveals force was used liberally, with someadegittedly strictly retaliatory uses
documented as reasonable.-ZH

A third and final reproach that was made to FPD was that their prejudiced approach eroded their
own legitimacy in the eyes of the public, ultimately making policing less effective, less safe for the
residents as well as for the officers, a wilcumentedtorrelation. (Sherman) The perceived lack of

professionalism of some officers and court staff, and the resentment of African American citizens both
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living in and passing through the city as they felt treated differently on average in similar situations
conmpared to their white counterparts. (Department of Justice Civil Rights DivisietB)17
OLQRU LQFLGHQWY ZKLFK DUH FRPPRQ QDWLRQZLGH EXW DUHQ
off a ticket for a friend or colleague, were perceived as furtetouble standards since all court staff
was white and a tiny minority of the police force was black. (74) This was due to the blatant lack of
GLYHUVLW\ DQG UHSUHVHQWDWLYLW\ RI WKH FLW\YfV UHVLGI
investigations ad, although insignificant, they paint a picture when combined with more explicit
evidence of racial prejudice. The content of interviews and emails seem to highlight a belief in officers
and court employees that African Americans do not integrate wedljrreéhe city but work elsewhere,
and are therefore not fully part of the community and lack in personal responsibility as a result, despite
not benefiting from as much leniency from the Judge or from as many-ofifsteas the white
demographic. Althouglthe colorblindness myth is not mentioned in the report, it was observed that
representing the black community as less responsible allowed officers and court staff to disown their
participation to their estrangement and abuse. A pattern of unconstitut@nassion of filming and
taking pictures of officers in the line of duty was observed and depicted a clear policy against
transparency, in some cases resulting in unlawful arrests. (26) Furthermore, the fact bond amounts were
seldom reviewed by the Judged the arbitrariness experienced participated in delegitimizing the work
of the courts, problems which were wkiiown by top officials as well as residents{73), leading to
abyssal levels of cooperating with police, especially among youths, whiath leelinked to a defiant
reaction to the perceived illegitimacy of FPD. (Sherman)

The municipal focus on generating revenue, police practices, municipal court practices and both
rumored and factual racial bias caused distrust and drove the community lamd énforcement apart.
,Q RWKHU ZRUGV LW GRHVQYW WDNH HYHU\ RIILFHU LQ D S
6RPH RI )3'MV SUDFWLFHY KDYH EHHQ FRQVLGHUHG XQIDLU ZzZKI
or not, and aggravated ahgy existing racial tensions and multiplying baseless altercations with
African Americans which were also made more likely to escalate. It is an accumulation of factors
constituting a racially biased police department and court system, whether its affidestaff acted in

bad faith or not, ending up in a tragedy.
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1.3 The Subprime Crisis and Ferguson

JRU PDQ\ 2EDPDYV HOHFWLRQ PHDQW FLWLHV ZHUH EDFN
address the challenges of American cities than a presidentachspent his formative years in Jakarta
and Honolulu, attended college in Los Angeles and New York, and lived nearly his entire adult life in
&KLFDJR"" 6 X Obaxd had quite the record in Chicago, from his work as an organizer in
& KL F D JR TWea&MsWdliti€al career as state senator. He faced even more of a challenge after the
2000 redistricting, and managed both wealthy areas such as the Gold Coast, as well as poerer, black
majority neighborhood$146) Executive Order 13503, proclaimirigetcreation of an Office of Urban
$1IDLUV ZDV DQRWKHU VLJQ RI 2EDPDYVY LQWHQWLRQV RI VHU
infrastructure, inner city community divides, gentrification, dedactosegregation problems: in short,
there was a lototbe hopeful about. With all of this in mind, one has to remember the economic context
of the time: uncertainty, an inevitable drop in sales tax revenue as people started to watch their
spending, and tourists who became scarce as a consequence of theegbmimenic slowdown.
Developing and struggling businesses had to bear the brunt of a massive credit crunch, not to mention
more than half of subprime loans went to African Americans in 2006, or that minorities will take longer
WR UHFRYHU D Vcotde Rverd]Ribke Uhan Rwice as likely to lose their home as white
households, (...) [reflecting] the fact that African Americans and Latinos were consistently more likely
to receive higkrisk loan products, even after accounting for income and crediX&tat *UXHQVWHL
al., 3)Many American cities struggled to come back from the consequences of the crisis, and were put
in dangerously difficult financial situations (for context, the city of Detroit had declared bankruptcy in
2013), which caused some ely on alternative ways of raising revenue, all of which would heavily
impact the already impoverished through the increase of service fees an(Sfigese, 146)

Ferguson became a national whodunit. One of the causes that is not usually expldadidin re
to this social disaster is another one of its kind: the subprime crisis. In spite of the fact the Obama
administration was estimated to have ensured 2 to 3 million Americans kept their jobs and softened the
blow to the economy and to cities to anteex (Rauchway, 40yith the $787 billion American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (even the diverted funds to bail out banks turned out a profit down the
line (34)), the sharp decline in sales tax based revenue encouraged police departments such as
FergusdQ YV WR UHO\ PRUH RQ PLOLWDU\ VXUSOXV DQG DGGHG S
GHILFLW OHDGLQJ WR WKH SUHYLRXVO\ PHQWLRQHG VKRUWF
UHYHQXH™ W VKRXOG DOVR EH P HmIGELJRIES pI@/etvVa keyWold/ I factP D\ R |
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highlighted by emails found during the Justice Department subpoena explicitly mentioning making up
for this shortfall with an increase in both the number and the amount of fees and fines. (10)

Indirectly, this finanal crisis deepened the wealth gap between white and black populations
nationwide, which was much more visible in Ferguson where the black minority is in fact the local
PDMRULW\ GHPRJUDSKLF RI WKH WRZQYV SRSX%H towdar@ DW \
to the 14.004% national average four months after the rghaited States Census Bureau)).

Using publicly available SIPP data, Professor William Darity Jr. demonstrated using
stratification economics applied to median individual wealthefassiinus debt) that racial minorities
were hit harder when the market collapsed in 2Z08fen comparing these values, we notice a 16,3%
median individual wealth decrease (from $142,335 to $119,152) for white individuals between 2005
and 2009, but a 526 decrease (from $12,840 to $6,081) for black individuals. In more cognitively
manageable terms, in 2005 the black minority nationwide had $0,09 in relative holdings per $1 of the
white majority. This became $0,05 for every $1 in 2009, and $0,06 in 2k years after the
collapse. (Brown University) The deepening of these already abyssal levels of racial inequality
DJJUDYDWHG H[LVWLQJ WHQVLRQV QRW WR PHQWLRQ LW VXS
class was said to trump race and ragi@alth equality was believed to only be a matter of time. On top
of being a sharper decrease for the black population, this sudden change combined with the preexisting
inequalities fostered further racial unrest, and created part of the conditionsdhatthe Ferguson
events, including the side effects of a decrease in wealth over a short period of time. The massive
increase in theraount of fines and the predatory policing at the source of this increase was the straw
WKDW EURNH WKH FbD Blit&aly indadamnibleX tuatibh of massive credit crunch and

further impoverishment of lovncome households.

1.4 Toward a Movement

Beyond the dwindling of the socioeconomic conditions of African Americans due to the 2008
crisis and its aftermath, iwas first and foremost the media storm (mainly local news, community
gatherings and social media) around concrete events that allowed for the crystallization of the growing
feelings of insecurity and injustice. This transition from burrowed anger to eutnay have seemed

sudden on August 9 2014, but accounts from historians and testimonies from activists say otherwise.

1 6HH :LOOLDP 'DULW\ -U V OHFWXUH &tdd BcopnBo® hestrekplain Wié raBiad wEdith gapv U D W
(11:50) and on the link between the subprime crisis and the racial wealth gap (22:43).
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On the contrary, these feelings had been brewing over a period of time and found a cornerstone in
Ferguson. Interestingly enough, the enguprotests are often associated with an eruption (Hooker, 2;
Taylor, 166169) a fitting metaphor.

Although it is necessary to mention Obama did not have a direct responsibility in these events,
and the presidency of another candidate at the time, whethéne democratic or republican side,
would probably not have altered history, African Americans resented the very knowledge that
everything in their democratic arsenal had been thrown at racial inequality for that effort to fail,
including two terms undd D EODFN SUHVLGHQW 6RPH VFKRODUV KDYH
GHPRFUDWLF VXIIHULQJ  ZLWK WKH XQFRQYHQWLRQDO DQG YL
2)

This process has been compared by historians to the process behind tbe ofetite black
freedom movement, not simply as a direct reaction to any one shooting but a long process, starting with
protesting specific events and moving on to a larger assault on norms, which these activists associate
with the cause of these outragimyents. (Kazin, 251) The norms contested however are not so
comparable, as these movements drew inspiration from past movements but were also critical of them,
with BLM finding past black nationalism too narrewinded and in compliance with hetgpatriachal
norms, for example. (Kazin, 251)

Of course, this wave of protests was not conjured up out of thin air. These activists were groups
before becoming a movement, and participated in lesser known actions and workshops before
becoming groups. There arette®nies of teactins during the 2011 Occupy movement as part of the
32FFXS\ WKH +RRG™ LQLWLDWLYH ZKLFK DWWHPSWHG WR EU
attention of the poorer blagkajority neighborhoods in Chicago, an issue wider than, Ibatralated
to, race. They also focused on problems which would become central to the future movement, such as
stopand IULVN SROLFLHV SUHYLRXVO\ PHQWLRQHG 3SHG FKHFNV’
following the innocent verdict in the case b MHRUJH =LPPHUPDQTV VKRRWLQJ RI EC
Martin in Sanford, Florida, which brought about the creation of multiple groups that would have a role
in the future movement including Black Youth Project 100 (BYP100) centered in Chicago. (Taylor,
160-164) To a wider extent, this activist groundwork helped provide an alternative against the idea that
irresponsibility was a facet of black culture and a justification for the probBtatks were facing, a

contestation at the center of the Ferguson svent
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2FFXS\ :DOO 6WUHHW LQ 1HZ <RUN KDG D 3SHRSOH RI FRORU ZRUNL
around antiracist issues with the intent of drawing more Blacks and other people of color into the movement.
Occupy Chicago organized teaicls calOHG 35DFLVP LQ &KLFDJR ~ 32XU (QHPLHV LQ ¢
JRUHFORVXUHY ~ ORVW VLJQLILFDQWO\ %ODFN 2FFXS\ DFWLYLVWYV
raise the profile of the Occupy movement in communities of color across the candtwiden the range of
SHRSOH LQYROYHG 6RPH 32FFXS\ WKH +RRG™ RUJDQL]JHUV-aKkdbG DOV
IULVN ~ 7KXV QRW RQO\ GLG 2FFXS\ SRSXODUL]H HFRQRPLF DQG
demonstrating against corpae greed, fraud, and corruption throughout the finance industry, it also helped to
make connections between those issues and racism. The public discussion over economic inequality rendered
LQFRKHUHQW ERWK '"HPRFUDWLF D Q Gnidt&iXgBatk-mvertyiR BlacWdukukeD QV { L
:KLOH LW REYLRXVO\ GLG QRW EXU\ WKH DUJXPHQWY IRU FXOWXU|
create the space for alternative explanations within mainstream politics, including seeing Black palerty a

inequality as products of the systefaylor 159160

Although Ferguson is the explicit advent of the movement, it is comparable to the tip of an iceberg.
There is no cleacut date for the trigger that set this process in motion, but rather combsafio
socioeconomic factors and a series of events perceived as racially unfair which provided occasions for
developing activist networks around specific occurrences, or microcosms, for larger issues. It is unclear
whether Occupy constitutes a sensibletdnisal startdate (groundwork and experience), or if the
protest following the shooting of Trayvon Martin does (building a community around the theme of
police brutality), or even if the first occurrence of #aacklivesmatter hashtag in 2013 trumps the
other two (the launch of the BLM initiative by Alicia Garza and Patrisse Cullors). What is clear
however, is that these were steps in a similar direction, steps toward a movement, which crystallized
and genuinely gained momentum when an example of eusgythese activists had been denouncing
manifested in the form of the microcosm that was Ferguson.

One major impact Ferguson had was to bring to light how much the First Amendment right to
videotape or otherwise document police arrests as a member afltle was disregarded (and even
wrongly treated as an unlawful interference in some cases), which massively increased the amount of
recordings and their credibility in the eyes of the public nationwide, providing a medium for victims
and more transparenayto policing. The combination of this medium and of the groundwork provided
by activists wound up in a new, albeit unconventional, democratic tool: making justice public, with

both online activism and street protests. (165)
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CHAPTER Il: ANEW MOVEMENT

'K\ 3% ODFN" /JLYHVY ODWWHU

A potential flaw in the rallying cry and group name was exploited due to its apparent lack of
LQFOXVLYHQHVY DW WKH JURXSTV HDUO\ VWDJHV OHDGLQJ F
slogan while not exactly opposing what the movement stands for ideologically (racial equality, fairness
RI MXVWLFH DQG ODZ HQIRUFHPHQW EXW ZKLOH EHLQJ FULW
WKURXJK WKH XVH RI1 3; /LY Hr @&sVe Wbular cobfr@egah 16HBAcIO Dwas
Matter during its early stages, and was even used by 2016 presidential candidate Hilary Clinton, whose
initial intent was probably to temperate this message, this nonetheless sparked controversy at the time
as she was accused of missing the point behind the message of the BLM slogan, and to spread this
misinterpretation, consciously or not. (Rappep®his was also the case with the Blue Lives Matter
group, Blue referring to the color of uniformed police @ifis.

In 2014, two police officers were killed in New York City, and the social movement faced its strongest backlash

IURP SROLFH LQ WKDW FLW\ 7KH SROLFH RIILFHUVY ZHUH NLOOHG LC
the police shootings, the D\RU RI 1HZ <RUN FDOOHG IRU D PRUDWRULXP RQ

Benevolent Association (PBA) and righing media argued that Black Lives Matter was responsible for the

killings. Black Lives Matters officially condemned the shooting deathdeftivo police officers (Hanson,

3%% 3BUHVLGHQW 3DWULFN /\QFK QRWHG 23fids¢ithatifiditeE vibRi& RQ P
on the street under the guise of protests, that tried to tear down what New York City police officers did every

G D [PetersefBmith, 201538 9). Moreover, the PBA has appropriated the language from Black Lives Matter
WR FRQIURQW LQMXVWLFH DQG FUHDMBHE)G 3% OXH /LYHV ODWWHU =~ &

This Blue Lives Matter call was furthered by many online, includindoocader & pro-police group
+XPDQL]LQJ 7KH %DGJH OLNH (GZDUGV RTUhe Cduhtehlogad WakiR S~ R C
turn perceived as antagonistic by some BLM members and supportdebofgsenior editor claimed

WKLV VWDWHPHQW GLG QMW H DI YWHWB IS XKBRVQHH YV H Qi jiiH V W H (
RSSRVLWH LQ IDFW § &OD\WRQ

1 B30LNH WKH &RS™ QRWDEO\ ZHQW RQ WKH UHFRUG RQ KLV <RX7XEH FKDQQ
posting fake or altered stories of police encounters on his Twitter account.
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This originates from the fact this is often considerediberalles statement (in other words: black
lives matter...more than other lives), which is not the case ieDWHPHQW 3% ODFN /LYHV’
a statement of Black Supremacy. This misinterpreting, whether conscious or not, led to the opposite
reproduction of this statement. This is not to be interpreted as a fight for whose life matters most since
none of hese groups, even though individual supporters might claim so, are defending the superiority
of their race/profession/community over that of others. They all have in common that they are seeking
WR 3KXPDQL]JH" DQG WR EULQJ IRUZDUGve Vagaist JheirHYDQ
race/profession/community, with the difference with Blue Lives Matter that their group identity is built
against the perceived group identity of Black Lives Matter, or what they are perceived to stand for, but
its core idea of the need fequality in the face the justice system or law enforcement system is not
contested.

7KH WHUP 3% ODFN"~ EH\RQG LWV OLWHUDO UHIHUHQFH WR
blurrier identity than initially expected. The group also attracted migrahtsther origins and
American Hispanics, and others beyond the African American community, although the majority of
members identified with this community during its emergence. This may have been a progressive shift
as the issues they came to tackle alstame more relevant to other minorities in the US. Despite this
UHIHUHQFH WR EODFNQHVYV LW LV DOVR PDGH FOHDU LQ WK
through the Movement for Black Lives (M4BL) platform in 2016 that their targeted demogragiec is
less financially secure which encompasses a majority of, but not all, the black minority, aiming not
only for antiracism policies but also for afliberalism and antcapitalism policies. This is in line with
a growing awareness among black citizehthe widening gap between the values of the more affluent
black communities and the less affluent ones. (Tayle2)9

Notwithstanding all the controversies it sparked, this unspecific strategy can be referred to as
issue framing, and has been toutedthe past for providing a context along which to articulate
demandg(Clayton, 462) Framing the issue around the problem of the perceived disposability of black
livesprovides a justification for more specific domestic changes affecting black peopigifitime US
directly this time, such as those demanded in their earlier 2015 Campaign Zero or in the more extensive
0 %/ RQOLQH SODWIRUP LQ DORQJ ZLWK RYHU JURXSV
EXGJHW HGXFDWLRQ FHFEREBXMBWLRKY HKQ BRWILQJ VRPH RI WK
VWXGLHV ZLWK 3>V@RPH RI LWV SODQ N VtaniKmembasadd Bthied [Pemal E R U L
RUJDQL]DWLRQV =~ .D]JLQ
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The catalyst for BLM was the fact the police is relied upon toohma America, and that some
of their methods are dangerous and inefficient with little accountability (not to mention the further
protections provided by police union contracts and qualified immunity), despite having diversified the
issues it finds withie status quo. Broken windows policing (previously known as zero tolerance), an
urban policing classic based on the idea broken windows in a neighborhood indicate poor policing and
that minor misdemeanors are tolerated (in theory leading to more selim@gsicithe area), has been
designated as one of the reasons behind the deep flaws which brought about this American policing
FULVLV ,WV PDLQ DSSOLFDWLRQ LV WKSBRVMVDFOYUBYN EDWB® UK
crime data. There have dée attempts at replacing broken windows policing with community policing:
a theory which on paper would rely more on forming community ties (knowing who works late and is
therefore supposed to be coming home at 1 in the morning and who is probably freinoswut and
potentially suspicious) and cooperation rather than constant patrolling and harassment. Unfortunately,
these attempts have either supplemented broken windows policing or have been misimplemented. Los
Angeles and its LAPD are a prime exampleoéitive initiatives being overshadowed by the constant
relying on broken windows and the ramping up of police militarization through the increased use of
their SWAT teams, and even so these initiatives were criticized as being a form of bribing senior
citizens for information down the road, comparable to strategies employed in the war in Iraq. (Gilmore
and Gilmore, 167170) In Oakland, another community policing initiative failed as superiors interfered
with the new police unit, and the delegating of oesbilities lured some residents into a sense of
SRIILFLDO YLJLODQWLYV PreniétKadndidng BDeve), b Gysieih @fHoptional mediation
between the officer and the victim was put in place for cases of racially charged arrests, but accepting
the mediation process would cancel a potential Internal Affairs investigation (as an incentive to the
officer to accept mediation), but in effect allowed officers to get away with inappropriate behavior and
racially charged arrests. (Mitchell et al., 2280) In the face of the inefficiency of police reform, BLM
co-founder Patrisse Cullors took the radical position of advocating for fame abolition of the police,
while still positioning herself in favor of police reform. (Heatherton, 40) Howevernthie issues
were framed as the prevalence of neighborhood vigilantes (Trayvon Martin shooting in Sanford), the
disproportionate rate of targeting black residents (Michael Brown shooting in Ferguson), and general
unnecessary police violence.

The use of theWVHUP 3% ODFN" LV QRW ZLWKRXW VLJQLILFDQFH L\
pride and black group identity which particularly developed in the 60s and 70s at the height of the civil
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rights movement. It asserts that this group identity, basedhencbmmon experience of being
perceived as black and possibly in conjunction with a common ethnicity although not necessarily, is a
NH\ FRPSRQHQW RI LWV LQGLYLGXDOVY LGHQWLWLHY DQG WKH
of injustice betwe® LWV PHPEHUV +RZHYHU 3/LYHV  LQYROYHV D SOX
black monolithic identity, which could be associated with the black nationalism movement of the 70s,
and a spotlight on those who are perceived to fall victim to injusiicepersecution the most (even
among their own community): non hetarormative gender identities, the financially precarious, and

the incarcerated are prime examples. Its common sonority to black panther also brings out the readiness
of its members to @sunconventional means. The statement itself is meant as a shock factor and

implies that in the status quo black lives do not matter and are disposable.

2.2 Rejection of Topdown Representativity

As with other politically active groups (the Tea Partytatearly stages in 2009 for example),
BLM takes pride in its grassroots origins. A group starting from a gathering for and by the people is a
symbolically powerful origin story in a deeply democratic ideology that is relatable with most in
America. Additionally, looking back at other successful groups in history with similar aims allows to
project oneself beyond the current protest.

+LVWRULDQ 'RQQD OXUFKYV WHVWLPRQ\ ZRXOG HYHQ SODFt

the larger movement for the divights of African Americans in the US.

7KH FDOO UHSHDWHG RYHU DQG RYHU LV 6WRNHO\ &DUPLFKDHOTV
youth movement has all the ancestral sweetness of kinship. In the words of a ldug RpgJ WLVW DFWLYLV
JUDQGSDUHQWYV ZRXMu&hEH SURXG RI XV 1

While it is clear inspiration was drawn from this historic movement, the use of protesting methods
reminiscent of the civil rights era such as Freedom Rides for example (Taylgk7 2y 2here is also a

case for the opposite. In many ways the Ferguson protesters and the groups comprised in M4BL have
broken away from the civil rights movement in an inner battle for meaning between the spiritual
SHOGHUV’ ™ Ristandihg Wno@RéE and theunger generatior(171) Its model is entirely
GLIIHUHQW D GHFLVLRQ WKDW ZDV WDNHQ LQ GHILDQFH RI 3W
continuations of groups and group models from the civil rights era. BLM has notably chosen to

distancethemselves from figures such as Rev. Al Sharpton (founder and president of the National
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Action Network or NAN) and other members of the black intellectual elite who favored the return of
law and order during the Ferguson protests by involving the fedev@rnment for example. These
networks have tended to focus on specific legal cases instead of connecting issues with policing to
broader social criticisms and were perceived as silencing figures, using rhetoric reminiscent of
respectability politics andven caricaturing the protestels.December, days after a grand jury decided
QRW WR LQGLFW WKH RIILFHU UHVSRQVLEOH IRU (ULF *DUQHUT
to attend a prenarch forum in Washington DC drove a wedge betweernthanic Baltimore, Staten
,VODQG DQG )HUJXVRQ SURWHVWVYT OHDGHUVKLSY DQG WKH 14
Top-down representativity was resented, and Sharpton also reportedly gave an impression of
trying to nip the rebellion in the bud on behalf of the authorities for his own political gain, and to
appropriate the figure of Michael Brown in front of his frisreghd families, painting the protesters as
desecrating his memory by causing unrest. Major civil rights figures were even suspected of trying to
DFTXLUH LQIOXHQFH DQG WR UHJURZ WKH 3FLYLO ULJKWV HV
groups suclas the historic National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (or NAACP)
under the leadership of Cornell William Brooks or the NAN under the leadership of Al Sharpton, by

guelling the protests.

Even though Sharpton had just arrived in towH ZDV GHVFULELQJ OLNH %URZQYV FKDU
KLV IULHQGY DQG SHHUV ,W ZDV FRQGHVFHQGLQJ DQG SUHVXPSYV
JHUIJXVRQ RIILFLDOVY DFFRXQWV ZKLFK EODPHG Y blet@Ht@iFridhtf Q SUR
WR DVVHPEOH %XW 6KDUSWRQYfVY SODQ WUDQVFHQGHG HYHQWYV LQ

political value would increase exponentiallyaylor172-173)

There is little doubt Sharpton had a longgnm vision and aed in good faith: successful neiolent

protests tend to boost support among protesters and outside of the protesting group (Thomas and
Winnifred, 272273), which would have potentially allowed for a more widely acceptable resolution of
conflict. There wa a decent case for establishing Sharpton as a conflict solver, which could have
positioned him as a reliable middleman in contact with decisiakers, and made it easier to enforce
demands as part of negotiations. The protesters chose a differentngiathisasignified the beginning

of the erosion of trust in tegown representatives for BLM. Their rejection of a clear leadership at the

top planning ahead was criticized by a large part of the black intellectual and media elite, with figures
such as Opta Winfrey (major media figure and philanthropist), Carol Swain (political sciences and

law professor), and Glen Loury (economist). (Clayton, 457)
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On the one hand BLM members drew their inspiration from and still admire this legendary civil
rights establisk HQW IRU ZKDW LW XVHG WR UHSUHVHQW 7KH PDLQ D
WKH QHHG IRU 3WKH FOHUJ\ DQG WKH ODZ\HUV DQG WKH OHJL
what a group really needs is a coalition that can apply peefmyond their bas@Paybarah) On the
other hand the sobering reality of its history of focusing mainly on black heterosexual men and its
moralizing tone, its political position (close to the authorities) and itstemg approach drew a wedge
betweenwKDW ZRXOG EH UHIHUUHG WR DV 3SWKH ROG JXDUG” DQG V

2.3 A Dynamic Model

Early on, BLM chose to focus on the (relatively) specific issue of police brutality, a theme that
lends itself well to the sharing of testimonies, pictures, and regsdihpolice encounters. The potent
viral (not to mention psychologically impacting) quality of the material shared combined well with the
ease of sharing social media platforms (mainly Twitter, Facebook and Tumblr) provide. (Leach and
Allen)

Mundt, Ross ad Burnett have identified three main components not only essential to successful
DFWLYLVW JURXSV EXW UHVSRQVLEOH IRU %/0V RQOLQH VXI
FRPPRQ LGHQWLW\ DQG FDXVH SUHVRXUFH R&Rfmtio theDid, R Q”
FURZGIXQGLQJ DQG 3PHPEHU UHFUXLWPHQW" VRFLDO QHWZRL
Drawing on previous research, drumming up social capital through social media is more sustainable as
an organizational force than using more traditional rmeé?) Interestingly enough, some BLM online
groups have restricted their pages more than others, a necessity born out of the need to monitor their
platforms for trolling or aggressive opposition rhetoric (11), which is not fundamentally against the
principle of their grassroots group identity but shows compromise nonetheless.

The group as a whole is divided in multiple chapters, a common strategy adopted by other activist
RUJDQL]IDWLRQV 320ORFDO XQLWV™ LQ WKH 13$%$&3 3stdQsWeH UV "~ L
geographically closby community to facilitate local organizing. Establishing a clear difference
between BLM as a slogan and BLM as an actual group can be difficult: the platform used is the same
but the demands tend to vary. Some issuemare relevant to certain chapters due to the specificity of
the local situation, not to mention that in other nations the issues can be complétatyed and share

little with actual BLM domestic demands. In the words of DeRay McKesson, a BLM organizer:
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W LV QRW Weargakizazidh Théte Bre suctures that have formed as a result of protest, that are really
powerful. It is just that you did not need those structures to begin protest. You are enough to start a movement.
Individual people cacome together around things that they know are unjust. And they can spark change. Your
ERG\ FDQ EH SDUW RI WKH SURWHVW \RX GRQYW QHHG D 9,3 SDVV \
think that what we are doing is building a radical n@mmunity in struggle that did not exist before. Twitter

KDV HQDEOHG XV WR FUHDWH FRPPXQLW\ ;bMidig Qrdsaviesi ws Kded/td ZH T L
address policy, yes, we need to address elections; we need to do all those thingsh®&teefs of building a

strong communityBerlatsky)

$V 'HZH\ 0 &OD\WRQYV OLWHUDWXUH UHYLHZ KLJKOLJKWV D
VLPLODU WR %/0V DQG HQGHG XS PHUJLQJ ZLWK ODUJHU JURX
local autrage gave way to the emergence of multiple activist groups, some of which have been
successful and have gone on to partake in the M4BL, and some which have now subsided and
eventually stopped all activity, an example being Ferguson October (later reRangegon Action)
and their hashtag #shutitdown, a group resharing the #blacklivesmatter and engaging in strikingly
similar rhetoric according to a web archive of their now defunct website, one of the many small groups
which merged with BLM down the linddembers of such groups likely joined other more prominent
groups in the movement (including BLM) as theirs lost momentum.

This new model also fills a need for an activist network that has been sought after by a younger
generation with new interests anditiedent outlook on power structures. With the groundwork already
laid down and a large following, BLM was a concept with a potential memberbase eager to join, given
the already widespread interest for activism. The younger politiddlyQGHG IRXQGIBPDLQ)
movements too restrictive, leaving members to feel like numbers but not like actual members with a

voice.

7KLV LV YHU\ GLITHUHQW IURP QDWLRQDO RUJDQL]DWLRQV OLNH WK
whose mostly male leaders make deRi€) V ZLWK OLWWOH LQSXW RU GLUHFWLRQ IU
older model that privileged leveraging connections and relationships within the establishment over street

activism? or using street protests to gain leverage within the establishifyitr, 181182)

A common misconception about the civil rights movement is that it had always beenl@wo@nd
stable, welcoordinated group. This was not always the case. In fact, much of the movement relied on
less organized student unions, driven by plolitical atmosphere of their universities, and other young

protesters driven by political motives.
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Although Black Lives Matter has relied on social media, the civil rights movement relied on the energy and
enthusiasm of young people. During the infafythe civil rights movement, four African American male
FROOHJH VWXGHQWY VDW LQ DW D :RROZRUWKYfV LQ *UHHQVERUR 1
to protest Jim Crow laws in the South that segregated lunch counters, and were coyicaetw Black people

and White liberals as being too radical (Dreier, 2015). Within weeks, e sibvement began spreading
throughout cities in the South, and the nation with Black and White students engaged in nonviolent passive
resistance. Frank Rer Graham, former United States Senator and president of the University of North
&DUROLQD DGGHG WKDW WKH SEODFN SURWHVWRUV DUH pLQ WKH
democracy, . . . sitting down they are standing up for the AmerithRI®@ P~ 6LWNRII S ,Q
over 300 Black and White college students from across the nation would meet at Shaw University in Raleigh,
North Carolina, and form the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). Ella Baker, a SCLC
advisorto the students, openly told them to be independent of older groups and to set their own goals. Diane
1DVK D VWXGHQW DW )LVN 8QLYHUVLW\ ZKR OHG WKH 1DVKYLOOH
media and history refer to it as Martin Luther@Jd VY PRYHPHQW EXW \RXQJ SHRSOH VK
SHRSOH MXVW OLNH WKHP WKHLU DJH WKDW IRUPXODWHG JRDOV L
Williams, 2013, p. 184)Clayton, 455456)

In light of a modernized 1992 take andHiY LHZ RI DQDO\VHV XVLQJ *DPVRQTYV VDF
SURWHVW JURXSYV 3VRPHWL-PH G XWUIMHQ JHW-B83p&nHID &t Rrétest groups

were the most successful and therefore how protest groups ensure their own success, itastgossibl
estimate the theoretical advantages and disadvantages of this model.

One of the main advantages of BLM is its group identity, as its position as-drecathpassing
3IDFH” Rl WKH ZLGHU PRYHPHQW HFKRLQJ EXW DOYeUpSXOOL
WKHRUHWLFDOO\ VROYHV WKH SUREOHP RI IDFWLRQDOLVP 3V
across samples and are stronger than the effects of any other variable except displacement goals.
Factionalism reduces the resources availab&ath faction and diverts available resources from use in
WKH VWUXJJOH DJDLQVW RSSRQHQWY RXWVLGH WKH JURXS’
aspects: the first being that the issue of aepresentativity of young black heterosexual males
remaned an issue for the group, as we will broach in the next part, and secondly that another social
researcher, Goldstone, would not establish factionalism as having any impact on group success within
that same sample, attributing it to the fact displacemeals were not considered as a control variable
DQG WR WKH IDFW IDFWLRQDOLVP ZDV DFFRXQWHG IRU LQGHS]
original analysis(371-372)
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As to the organizational criticisms the group has suffered, Goldstone veoglee that
bureaucracy delays success and that groups are more likely to emerge successful during national crises:
the problem is not so much tactical or organizational as long as a group can sustain itself until a crisis
emerges. (37B72) There is moreR KRZ VXFFHVVIXO DQ DFWLYLVW JURXS Z
JURXSVY GR VSHFLILFDOO\ WKHUH LV DOVR 33ZKHQ  DQG 3ZKHUI
allows, on paper, for an overwhelming, enduring and potentially ratid@ presence, despitiee lack
RI FRQWURO RYHU 3ZKDW”™ LV GRQH 7KH PDVVLYH LPSDFW RI W
activists have laid out before Ferguson would confirm this theoretical assessment, and a similar case
can be made for the more recent Minneapmigests.

The group has indeed come under fire for struetel@ed problems such as its lack of leng
term planning, which could echo a genuine concern given that displacement goals reduce the chances
of succeeding of the protest groups involved in Gan§fsénVDP SOH E\ 3SHU lKkd&&ding to”

WKH DXWKRUV RI WKH VWXG\ DQG WKDW 3DOO QRQGLVSODFH]
IDWHU RQ %/0 GLG FRPH XS ZLWK DQ pidhihC015&dIdWB® LI Q =
criticisms, and built on these demands incorporating to this policing reform agenda a radical economic

agenda in 2016 with other groups from M4BL.

2.4 Inclusivity and Resentment of Ovetrepresentativity

Near the end of the 90s conservative turn, the Million Man March in 1995 was perceived to
have overwhelmingly focused its attention on the problems of black heterosexual men, and was
majorly represented by men on the day of the rally due to asking wonstaytbome to cater to the
needs of the children, leading to only a small fraction of women attending among them. Once
envisioned as integral to the advancement of black rights and a key base of the larger movement for
racial equality under the civil rightmovement, women had been relegated to the side as if they had or
were now playing a lesser role. BLM was founded under the guidance of Patrisse Cullors, Opal Tometi
DQG $OLFLD *DU]ID DOO TXHHU EODFN ZRPHQ LQ DroBe&vvaH D ZD\
PDOH DW WKH WRS™ DQG ZDV VXSSRVHG WR ILOO D QHHG IRU
better representation for women and LGBTQ than with traditional groups. On the surface the group

seemed to have failed to solve this represeritatirisis as the protests essentially crystallized around

1 These latter demands are to this day considered too radical and therefore their economic program (focusing heavily on
redistribution) has been criticized for being politicafifeasible.
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the deaths of black males. The absence of a centralized communication filter and the absolute freedom
to protest a given issue as long as one has the numbers to organize a rally exposedflawgering
In effect, derived movements and rallies such as the Say Her Name rally highlighted a

resentment and fear of being eclipsed by male counterparts. The use of a different, more feminist
oriented slogan hinted at an inner struggle for representatwitich could stem from the fact the
SPDUW\A\UV™ FKRVHQ E\ WKH PRYHPHQW DUH SUHGRPLQDQWO\ PL
of being undeacknowledged and of being considered as suffering less from the protested issues
because this sufferingi @ RW DV YLVLEOH LQ UDOOLHV 37KH QDPHV RI 5HI
and Alberta Spruill are less familiar than those of Mike Brown or Eric Garner, but their killings were
PRWLYDWHG E\ WKH VDPH GHKXPDQL]LQJ YODBYWREBVMLWUIZDPDORDFF
how the police influences black lives goes beyond police killings, and also envelops the impact of
discrimination, brutality and unfair sentencing on the community of the lost or altered black life, which
has been more difficulbtestablish as a form of black suffering than actual martyrdom.

In a Takepart article, Rachel Gilmessociate director of the African American Policy Forum
links this to the prevalence of African American male suffering in both federal distansereet

protests.

$FURVV WKH ERDUG DOO WKH ZD\ XS IURP WKH :KLWH +RXVH{V 0\ %
PRYHPHQWY WKDW ZHYfYH VHHQ ULVH LQ WKLV FRXQWU\ LQ UHVSRC(
primary target of racldnjustice. This has led to the idea that women and girls of color are not doing as bad, or
WKDW ZHTUH QRW DW ULVN DW DOO 'DQLHOOH

This exacerbates the limits of a wide group identity: everyone may not feel as adequately represented
as they believe tlyeshould. Even though BLM was kiedtarted by women, and that chapters and other
groups of the M4BL platform have women among their leaders, this histonicaligd fear remains,
demonstrating the uncomfortable reality of tensions within African Amegcammunities on gender
issues. One could argue fighting too vehemently against the core idea of normative black masculinity
and heterenormality, still very much prevalent in African American urban culture, could be ceunter

productive and drive away sometgntial activists, but BLM has stuck to this stance.

1 2Q )HEUXDU\ 2EDPD ODXQFKHG WKH 30\ %URWKHUfY .HHSHU  LQI
organizations to provide funding for civic organizations and mentorship programs designed to help African Americans
reach their peential. The initiative was welcome, but overwhelmingly focused its communication campaigns on boys
and men.
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Dewey M. Clayton, in his 2018 literature review on BLM and the civil rights movement,
considers these derived movements to be part of BLM on account of its decentralization. (Clayton,
459460) It is alsarue BLM and SayHerName can hardly be said to share different ideals, and that the
degree of intersectionality between their memberbases is likely high. Even if BLM did emerge
primarily through the protesting of shootings of black males, the gravitapoiadf its group identity
(in other words, the fact these other groups are associated with BLM or with its slogan) seems to have

offset this imbalance in representativity.
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CHAPTER lll: THE POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS EMERGENCE

3.1 The Presidency of Barack Obama and Black Lives Matter

JURP ELUWK RQzZzDUGV 2EDPDYV H[SHULHQFH RI EODFNQHYV
many in black activist groups. Although he sadfmittedly connects deeply with black culture tlglou
the memories of his father and the impact of basketball and music thatvsaeett all the way from
WKH PDLQODQG EODFN LGHQWLW\ LV IDU IURP EHLQJ PRQROL
brought up by a white mother in Hawaii made him stick @ompared to, say, a black man born and
raised in Chicago, where the colorline was arguably much tougher. While he does identify as a black
man, and while this contrast does not necessarily impact his understanding of racial issues in the
country, it doe make his experience less relatable among said groups. His different experience can be
said to give him a different lens with which to take a look at systemic racism as he might share more
with the white higher middle class or with the black elite givenuniversities he frequented (Chicago
Law, Harvard Law). Personalityise, Obama is also perceived as much less aggressive and pushy in
his tactics and rhetoric than your rafithe-mill activist. He built a reputation as a conserlusder

with a deeplyrooted belief in education and wider policies.

The programs Obama favored would advance white Americaridowithout a specific commitment to
equality, there is no guarantee that the programs would eschew discrimination. Obama's solution relies on a
goodwill that his own personal history tells him exists in the larger country. My own history tells me something
different. The large numbers of black men in jail, for instance, are not just the result of poor policy, but of not

seeing those men as humfoates)

This ambiguous relationship with the black community, as well as hisneadeal stance Coates
identifies as vital to his political survival, figuratively entrapped Obama between two extremities. This
role as interlocutor went from being convingienough to encourage black voters to massively go out

and vote for him to eroding trust in Obama among these communities.

%HIRUH )HUJXVRQ 2EDPDYV 3KLODGHOSKLD VSHHFK ZDV DV FORVH
racism in the United Stas, even though he presented himself as an interested observer, a thoughtful
interlocutor between African Americans and the nation as a whole, rather than a US senator with the political
influence to effect the changes of which he spoke. Obama would ¢oHtinLQ KLV UROH DV SLQIRUEF

even as president. We are led to believe that a man who can direct drone strikes in the mountains of Pakistan
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and Afghanistan, who can mobilize resources to any corner of the world in the name of American forgign polic
is powerless to champion legislation and the enforcement of existing laws and rights in the interest of
racial justice. (Taylor, 151)

As other politiciangid DW WKH WLPH 2EDPD FUL WermLpl&hGingahd feirO D FN
alleged adversity tmeeting with him to find a common ground.

You can't refuse to meet because that might compromise the purity of your position (...) The value of social
movements and activism is to get you at the table, get you in the room, and then start trying tatflgonei®
this problem going to be solved. You then have a responsibility to prepare an agenda that is atihéd\crle

institutionalize the changes you seskd to engage the other side. (Coates)

However, the meeting to which BLM was invited vastlyfetiéd to what was offered to the NAACP.
BLM explained their refusal to go by their concern that the time window that was allocated to them
ZDV WRR VKRUW IRU D PHDQLQJIXO H[FKDQJH DQGVEKRBM ZRUL
SWKH YHU\ ERGHVBKRWHVWLQJ’ &RDWHYV

Depending on opinion and political affiliation, this can be seen two ways: either as an attempt to
deHVFDODWH WHQVLRQV E\ PDNLQJ %/0 VHHP WR KDYH 3VROG R
political player by giving itmainstream popularity first and to build on from there. Most of these
FULWLFLVPV VHHP WR VWHP IURP % /6diw ruoddl Xand 0 aRargdV &xtentV U D (
with their concern for a lack of representativity. Obama did engage with largagyalieeply rooted
activist groups such as the legendary NAACP in the summer of 2015, and did change his rhetoric
GUDVWLFDOO\ RQ WKLY RFFDVLRQ ,W LV KLJKO\ SUREDEOH WK
involvement, the activist groundwodauring the Baltimore and the Ferguson protesessurec more
acceptable response from the establishment. (Tayle282TYHQ WKRXJK WKLV IRFXV RC
make compromise much more difficult to reach, it is unlikely the radical positions of BulNtivihave
EHHQ PHW $00 LQ DOO WKLV SUHVVXUH GLG EULQJ UDFH UH
December 2014 pos$terguson meeting spoke volumes of the role street protests played.

2EDPDYV UHFRUG ZLWK /*%74 ULJKNBUMZaMY ev@iRWhedD Acti8dtsR E O H
asked the president, he would make clear any further progress on gender identity policies would have
to come from the States, and would defend his federal legacy on the matter. (Liptak) While he did not
fulfill every promisehe made to the LGBTQ community during his campaigns, notably a federal law
that would have protected LGBTQs against discrimination in jobs and housing based on their sexual
RULHQWDWLRQ DQG JHQGHU LGHQWLW\ 3WKH ada\suddedsilyV PRY
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HQDFWHG XQGHU 2EDPD FRPSDUHG WR RWKHU JURXSV WKDW |
have had more to do with Republican leaders and CEOs siding with Obama on these issues (or at least
not opposing him as fiercely) than withesin willpower and strategy, it represented
an historic shift. (Stewaitvinter, 109)
20H RI 2EDPDYV PRVW LQIOXHQWLDO GHFLVLRQV ZKHQ LW
enforcing civil rights laws was the appointment of Attorney General Eric Halder,notably used the
Department of Justice to legally combat voter identification laws and gerrymandering in Alabama, all
of which negatively impacted the representativity of African Americans, but these legal actions were
either unsuccessful or eventualbyverturned.Another crucial issue with the justice system Obama
identified was oveincarceration and the unfairness of the drug laws in place resulting in a judicial
UDFLDO ELDV O0ODQGDWRWN URLINHW XBQ G 3WR Q B HS U-LidldRiQdriagH Q W H G
related crimes were for him the remnants of inefficient policies, a perception shared by BLM. Although
WKHVH PHDVXUHYV ZHUH QRW DV UDGLFDO DV %/0 ZRXOG KDYH
DQG VPDUW™ DSSURDFK DQG <dapoQnd $hdEereRteickd fOr GuofeRt Qfféht€s)V X
in a shift away from waon-drugs era legislation focused on incarceration rather than treatment. His
strategy consisted in passing watedesvn acts such as the Fair Sentencing Act to chip away at
judicial inequality regarding race without risking backlash by both reducing spending on prisomnkrs
not being too radical. When in 2013 the Obama administration was attacked on the grounds that the
Fair Sentencing Act, an act implying that the laws it $biug change had furthered racial inequality,
ZDV QRW UHWURDFWLYH KLV DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ DFWXDOO\ ZH
only barred legislative action based on deliberate racial animus, not just racially disparate impact, even
LI IRUHVHHDEOH 2Q WKH RWKHU KDQG $WWRUQH\ *HQHUDO
RQ WKH 3SEURNHQ DVSHFWV" RI WKH MXGLFLDO V\VWHPV DC(
males, and sent memos to prosecutors effectively instgutiiem to disregard mandatory minimums
under certain conditions. This was a display of how gridlocked the legislative branch was on judicial
issues, even though it placed the blame on antiquated policies and not on law enforcement, prosecutors,
judges omolicymakers. (Lassiter, 16B871) Eric Holder was in effect the Obama administration's voice
XQKLQGHUHG E\ WKH RSSRVLWLRQ LQ WKH OHJLVODWLYH EUD

mandate and especially on his last day in office to cancem@risentences that were overwhelmingly

1 5HGXFLQJ ®ELJ VSHQGLQJ  ZDV D SRSXODU LGHD LQ WKH 7HD 3DUW\ HV:
spending cuts were a sureyaaf ensuring the Tea Party would not oppose an Act. This was used as a bargaining chip, a
FRUQHUVWRQH RI 2EDPDYV VWUDWHJ\
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given at the height of the wan-drugs is proof of a willingness to do more on the matter of fair
sentencing, had it not been for his opposition. This was the most pardons and commutations given out
both in a singleresidency and in a single day by any president. (Korte)

Late in his presidency, the president even expressed himself in favor of the historically unpopular
UHSDUDWLRQV WR $IULFDQ $PHULFDQV 3HYHQ LI LW YinGheW LQ
form of a Marshall Plan". The concept of reparations, formulated during the reconstruction, is still
touted nowadays by scholars such as Philip A. Klinkner and Rogers Smith as a viable option to repair
still standing economic injustices. Again,tYy PDUNV D GUDVWLF GLIIHUHQFH E
political agenda and his revised, realistic policy plan.

7KH SROLWLFDO SUREOHPV ZLWK WXUQLQJ WKH DUJXPHQW IRU UHS
look at countries like South Afri where you had a black majority, there have been efforts to tax and help that
black majority, but it hasn't come in the form of a formal reparations program. You have countries like India
that have tried to help untouchables, with essentially affirmaiii®n programs, but it hasn't fundamentally
changed the structure of their societies. So the bottom line is that it's hard to find a model in which you can
SUDFWLFDOO\ DGPLQLVWHU DQG VXVWDLQ SROLWLFDO VXSSRUW IRL

In aninterview about BLM and his thoughts on the new movement once he was no longer in office, the
former president described a lack of political bandwidth (the interest generated by a topic) on racially
progressive measures among the majority and politicaitatafghe wiggle room afforded by an

accumulation of political resources) resulting in the lack of feasibility of passing such policies.

When | asked Obama about this perspective, he fluctuated between understanding where the activists were
coming fromarG EHLQJ KXUW E\ VXFK EUXVKRIIV 3,  WKLQN WKDW ZKHUH
my presidency has never been because | was getting pushed too hard by activists to see the justness of a cause
RU WKH HVVHQFH RI DQ L\é&MX¢bt frustihted Btltices ivadihe beliéd thakthe president can

do anything if he just decides he wants to do it. And that sort of lack of awareness on the part of an activist
about the constraints of our political system and the constraints onftbés bthink, sometimes would leave

PH WR PXWWHU XQGHU P\ EUHDWK =~ &RDWHV

Obama does recognize the use of holding the feet of the powerful to the fifelt b powerlessness
of his position on these matters was misunderstood. By the time the Ferguson protests started, the

president had lost part of his democratic support and faced tremendous opposition from a Republican
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coalition between the GOP and fhea Party. This difficult position was made evident by his recurrent

resorting to executive power to pass legislation from his agenda.

3.2 The Role of the Opposition to Obama

By the time BLM formed, the opposition to Obama was well in place. As the eapbio
SRVVLEOH 3SRVWUDFLDOLW\" ZDVKHG RYHU WKH QDWLRQ WKF
enough that the political situation was changing, and the sobering reality of a strong opposition by a
vivified GOP and a new Republican contendee, Tea Party, quickly settled in.

7KH *23fV SODQ FRQVLVWHG PDLQO\ RI WKH 5('0%$3 5('LV
objective had been to massively invest in State legislature races to ensure maximum control over
redistricting (and allowing for futer gerrymandering), to then use the resulting Republican lead to
oppose the Democrats on domestic initiatives. (Zelizer, 17)

At the same time, the Tea Party gained momentum in the aftermath of the subprime crisis and
its handling by the Obama administratimoncerned by the bailout and reinvestment plan started by
WKH %XVK DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ DQG FRQWLQXHG E\ 2EDPDTV 2U
Washington insiders and parts of the Republican establishment, and tended to focus motegn limi
benefits programs and preventing economic and environmental regulation, while caring much less
about social issues such as abortiom spite of its grassroots origins, the Tea Party had become a force
WR EH UHFNRQHG ZLWK 37 KHcodSudda NHatUuthe TeaKRarty R pliKliQaHsUhad
HQRXJK PHPEHUV WR EORFN DQ\ OHJLVODWLYH SULRULWLHV \
GOP and the Tea Party, despite ideological oppositions, were in agreement on one point: the President
andthe HPRFUDWLF PDMRULW\ LQ &RQJUHVYV 3KDG WR EH VWRSSH(
Outside Washington, conservatives had achieved a massive foothold in the media. The conservative
S HFKR FKDPEHU" FRQVLVWLQJ RI )R[ 1HZV rtichiah® thédrudgeG VLW
Report,could count on a dedicated base that was both more loyal and more sizable than its liberal
counterparts. They were also responsible for helping propagat®lzaria conspiracy theories and
other smear campaigns, such as birtime, a scandal based on the spurious claim Obama was not born
in the United States but in Kenya, which would go on even after his birth certificate was posted online

and confirmed to be legitimate by both FactCheck.org and PoliFact independerf$) (22

1 &RPSDUDWLYHO\ DERUWLRQ ULJKWV LV D-QRM EXKNWUAR Y LYY XHR QR/UH P RDW
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7KLV EXLOW RQ H[LVWLQJ UDFLDO ELDV DJDLQVW 2EDPD EXW
product of the constant repetition of misinformation affecting readers and listeners, proving the
HITHFWLYHQHVYV RI WKLV 3SHFKRkifeKIDPAEFHU™ SKHQRPHQRQ .OL

Throughout Obama's first term, Tea Party activists voiced their complaints in racist terms. Activists brandished
VLIQV ZzDUQLQJ WKDW 2EDPD ZRXOG LPSOHPHQW 3ZKLWH VODYHU\ "’
witch doctor, and issuek DOOV IRU KLP WR 3JR EDFN WR .HQ\D ~ 7HD 3DUW\ V)
WKH QDPH RI 3:H &RORUHG 3HRSOH" DQG VWRNHG WKH IODPHV RI EI
sympathizers, the radio host Laura Ingraham, wrote a raaittdepicting Michelle Obama gorging herself on
ULEV ZKLOH *OHQQ %HFN VDLG WKH SVHUWHGQKMD WOM G #RD FAKMW HZ
Party's leading exponent, Andrew Breitbart, engineered the smearing of Shirley Sherrod, thepdrSnent

of Agriculture's director of rural development for Georgia, publishing egregiously misleading videos that

wrongly made her appear to be engaging in antiwhite racist invective, which led to her dismissal. (Coates)

These political dirty tricks, en if driven in essence by political motives and not racial ones, relied on
DQG DSSHDOHG WR UDFLDO UHVHQWPHQW 6PHDU FDPSDLJQV
hammering of African and otherwise unamerican themes. Mixing economic and sowalns a
plethora of witchdoctor themed antnedicare posters circulated in Tea Party emalil listings. Doubts
around the feasibility, expected drop in quality of medical services turned into a birther argument.
(Gerstle, 273275) Obama was in a positionlo3FRQVWDQW SDUWLVDQ GHIHQVH’
RSSRQHQWY PDLQWDLQLQJ 3LPPHQVH SROLWLFDO SRZHU UHJD
PHGLD RU UHHOHFWLRQ YLFWRU\ "~ =HOL]JHU

Senate Republicans made it a virtual requirement foat8ddemocrats to obtain a supermajority of sixty votes
in the upper chamber (the number of votes needed to end a filibuster through closure) if they wanted anything
to pass. As a result, many items did not receive discussion because it was clear thienevesule sixty votes

of support for legislation. Other measures died in the upper chamber despite majority support. (Zelizer, 14)
This Senate Democrats supermajority was unstable and was made possible by the caucusing of two
independent Senators with ti@emocrats, with the amount of controlled votes only reaching this
supermajority of 60 (assuming unanimous partisan opposition) during two periods: from July 7, 2009
to August 25, 2009 and from September 25, 2009 to February 4, 2010. In the House adriRatpres,

Democrats would lose their majority altogether on November 2, 2010.
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The conservative opposition played a key role in creating a climate in which the less financially secure
(therefore including minorities) lost out on benefits as the prograeyswkre relying on were simply

not adjusted for inflation, meaning a noticeable loss in buying power.

Policies such as the minimum wage diminished in value simply because Congress did nothing. By preventing
Congress from updating programs to meet new @uin conditions, Senate Republicans cut benefits.
Obstructionism tended to hurt liberals more than the right. (Zelizer, 14)

%9HVLGHY VPHDU FDPSDLJQV DQG OHJLVODWLYH REVWUXFWLF
manifested itself in the judicial &nch. Both indirect means have been employed, such as opposing
nominations to judicial and administrative positions, effectively leading to the-staféng of Federal

courts and agencies (Zelizer, 14), and direct ones: US District Court Judge Roger MirHorida
preventing the application of Patient Protection and of the Affordable Care Act on the grounds of its
possible unconstitutionality is a prime example. This resulted in Obama trying to push for
compromising legislation that was both unsatigigac for his Republican opposition and for his own

party. A notorious example of the unsatisfactory quality of this consdmsladéng was the 2010 Fair
Sentencing Act, a watered down version of the act which was originally, based on criticisms from both
the public and the Sentencing Project advocacy group, supposed to do away with the difference in
sentencing between possession of powder cocaine and possession of crack, a cheaper drug more
prevalent among the black population, which resulted in lessestiiuthuch tougher sentences for

black drug users on average. The resulting act reduced this difference-ffontd 118, meaning it

would take being stopped with 90 grams of powder cocaine to face the same sentence as a person
stopped with 5 grams of atk with no pharmaceutical basis for this difference whatsoever, but a fierce
opposition from Republicans and the (Republicantrolled) Senate Judiciary Committee. (Lassiter,
169-170)

On top of his Republican opposition, Obama faced an enemy, or rather enemies, from within.
Already, on the campaign trail, the setorbe president had been pushed to repudiate his former pastor
WR VDIHIJXDUG WKH SDUW\YV FKDQ Rit\Repubicdhs 2vafclearKand We® F W L
'"HPRFUDWVY UHVSRQVH DOVR 2EDPD ZDV QRW WR EH IUDPHG
DYRLGHG HQWLUHO\ DQG KLV 3$ ORUH 3HUIHFW 8QLRQ" VSHHFK
in defusing a potenDP OO\ GHVWUXFWLYH VFDQGDO 6WLOO WKH LGHD
remain as racaeutral as possible to ensure political survival was the best the Republican opposition

could have hoped for, as it would alienate both radical and moderater®wuppwhen came the
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guestion of how Obama should deal with racial issues. Very early on in his presidency, the president
learned that overt comments on racism would have to be carefully framed or delegated if he was to
avoid backlash for inflammatory rloeic. After the unlawful arrest of African American professor
Henry Louis Gates Jr., the president decided to hold a press conference on July 22 2009 to address wha
ZDV WR KLP D SRWHQWLDOO\ UDFLDOO\ FKDUJHG hEadlldesVW 7
(Associated Press), and added fuel to the fire that was th®latha grassroots movement, on top of
making his allies uncomfortable. This event also triggered another controversy, in which a National
Guard officer used a racial slur to deseribe victim of the incident in an email, which amplified this
controversy. Moreover, the party suffered from a lack of discipline regarding their party line. The

consequent dissent surprised the president on many occasions.

(...)he [Obamaktruggled to win over even some of his own allies. Ben Nelson, the Democratic senator from
Nebraska whom Obama helped elect, became an obstacle tedaealtieform. Joe Lieberman, whom Obama
saved from retribution at the hands of Senate Democrats a@tberinan campaigned for Obama's 2008
opponent, John McCain, similarly obstructed Obamacare. Among Republicans, senators who had seemed
amenable to Obama's ager@auck Grassley, Susan Collins, Richard Lugar, Olympia Swrelweffed him
repeatedly. Coates)

The need to carefully pick his fights extended beyond public image and into a genuine concern for his
party. Engaging political resources in an uphill battle against an opposition ready to threaten
government shutdown and use filibusters to drag outetislative process made going along with the

president an increasingly risky bet for the party as a whole. Having become an implicit requirement for
any meaningful legislation to pass, bipartisanship would limit the scope of what Obama would be able

to acheve without resorting to executive action.

3.3 Global Inter-representation

BLM and their slogan have extended beyond the national scope. It is likely to have been the
result of the massive sharing of pictures and videos of protests online in the Epghsing world
and in traditional media abroad. Chapters have actually developed in Canada (Vancouver, Toronto,
Waterloo) and were initially kicltarted by protests in the name of Michael Brown. Darnell Moore,
author and BLM activist, even reported corsimeg with Canadian protesters who had traveled all the

way to Ferguson to join the local protests. (Taylor, 170) Although there is little doubt the BLM slogan
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did not appear in these countries out of a total vacuum but rather provided existing actitisgn on
ground with a farther reaching platform, it is undeniable that the worldwide appeal of its slogan hints at
a resented undeepresentativity of racial minorities identifying with BLM outside the United States.
In the United Kingdom, BLM protests aradiduly and August 2016 showed that despite a comparably
minor amount of policeelated deaths and a deeply different racial context. BLM struck a chord in the
postbrexit referendum United Kingdom given the resentment of racial discrimination and iosatuti
racism being expressed by black and brown populations of immigrant descent (Jamaican, Kenyan,
Nigerian, Pakistani), although these issues extend to some extent to white immigrants given the
existing tumultuous ethnic relations with people of Balkarsh| and Polish origins who are not
represented by the slogan.

In the African continent, youth protests that have come before BLM have been compared in terms
of their rejection of the topown model and of their criticisms of the former, elderly leadertheir
activism. (Strong, 267) Despite a vastly different cultural and political context, the African youth
movements share a sense that the older generation failed them and that leadership is glutted with sit
tight leaders who do not represent thisyotld JHQHUDWLRQ LQFOXGLQJ LQ 37XQ|
%XUNLQD )DVR '"HPRFUDWLF 5HSXEOLF RI &RQJR |
considered as apolitical and undetermined for lacking a clear direction, these movements have now
garnerecthe attention of many scholars. It is no coincidence they have become more numerous after

ZLWK OHDGHUOHVV PRGHOV FRPSDUDEOH WR %/0fV DV VI

opportunities and the possibility of a large decentralized movemenmnt with little resources. They
allow young activists to develop online communities without the hindrance of traditional politics.
Strong identifies this to be a major factor behind the 2012 OccupyNigeria movement, whose chosen
PRGHO ZDV FRPSDtuDéhOoHe WR %/0TV

6KLIWLQJ QHZ PHGLD WHFKQRORJ\ WR WKH FHQW ksbciaR pratticdsH U L D T\
UHSUHVHQW HPHUJLQJ DUHQDV IRU \RXQJ SHRSOH WR SROLWLFDOC(
with patterns of authorityral control” ,ZLODGH S 7KLV LV EHFDXVH XQO
political life (e.g., political parties, state bureaucracy) where young Nigerians depend on the permission and
resources of elders for access, within the media cultures ddlataew media technologies, young people

occupy positions of authority and influence. (Strong, 270)

One of the most striking cases of IRBFTHSUHVHQWDWLRQ ZDV %/0fV VXS

sovereignty. To put things back into perspective, US foreigrioalthlestinians had never been higher
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and would never again reach its 2014 peak with $398,7 millions in contributions to UKzEvatti,

6). In any event, this meant taking a stance and challenging US foreign strategy choices in favor of
Palestine in a mavto show support for their Muslim members and Palestinian supporters.dbesre
notseem to be any record of this actually impacting US foreign policy in any way.

The connecting of Black and Palestinian issues moved forward from early on in the Fgmpiests. The

reaching out and showing up occurred through social media and physical presence. Activists in Palestine sent
pictures of their demonstrations of support, some simply a picture of young people with a sign saying
3)(5*8621 :,7+ /29( )520 3%$/(§7 7KH\ VHQW DGYLFH DERXW FRSLQJ ZL
that some police deployed in Ferguson had received training in control of demonstrators from Israeli authorities
brought points home. Above all, pRalestine forces in the United States mohilizmpressively for the fall

2014 marches in Ferguson and St. Louis, joining locally based Palestinians. They came to demonstrate and also
to address questions of deoyrday interactions between Arab and Islamic owners of stores and their African
American aistomers. Within months African American activists from St. Louis and nationally were touring
Palestine. Summer of 2015 saw solidarity flow from Black America, with dozens of organizations and over a

thousand movement leaders signing a statement dedlariRglestinian freedonfRoediger, 227)

BLM and M4BL in general worked on a global scale as a social and political megaphone of its
RZQ DQG zZzDV XVHG E\ RWKHU JURXSVY DQG PRYHPHQWYV DEUF
relevance in the mainstream wast cultural context and for its social media appeal, even when their
VSHFLILF GHPDQGV YDULHG IURP WKH JURXSTV $OWKRXJK Wtk
proven at this point), this means BLM could hypothetically apply diplomatic pressutes ddS via
media depictions abroadnto changing their foreign strategy choices. This global Hrgpresentation
is the result of the extension of initially domestic issues with policing and racial inequality to other
nations where these issues are resented. The BLM slogan is used@srational platform, whether

the demands conveyed through this platform are the same or not.

1 Negatiely impacting the international public opinion of the US abroad (threatening tourism and/or future bilateral
opportunities) by putting on display racial inequalities in the US was one of the strategies employed by Soviet Russia in
the cold war, a factor lich contributed to the success of the civil rights movement (Klinkner and Rogers).
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3.4 The Changing of Racial Attitudes

Ever since BLM started to seriously attract the attention of the public, a lot of politicians have
been quite vocahbout the group, their main criticism being the violence associated with BLM Yallies
(despite not being endorsed or condoned by the group), their radical positions, and the lack of political
feasibility of their program in the short term.

A Pew Institue study conducted from February 29 to May 8 2016 revealed that 40% of the
white demographic supported BLM while 28% opposed it, and that 65% of the black demographic
supported BLM whereas 12% opposed it. (Clayton, 476 table 2)

Support % Oppose %
All 43 22
White 40 28
Black 65 12
Other 33 11

'HPRFUDWLF FDQGLGDWH +LODU\ &0OLQWRQ QRWRULRXVO\
FDXVH DV 3IDLU" EXW ZDV UHSUHVHQWDWLYH RI WKH SXEOLF
SROLWLFDO LPSDFW WKH PRYHPHQW ZRXOG KDYH LI WKH\ GL
SROLWLFDO FDSLWDO ZDV EURXJKW XS ZLWK WKH LGHD RI 3SL
and to the public. Clinton also framed the issue atquoiitical feasibility, an argument reminiscent of
WKH FULWLFLVPV RI WKH 3ROG JXDUG~

Once there is a reckoning that racism is still a essggied issue in the nation, the next question by people who

are on the sidelines, which is a vast majoritydd® HULFDQV « LV 3ZKDW GR \RX ZDQW Pl
WKDWYV ZKDW ,fP WU\LQJ WR SXW WRJHWKHU LQ D ZD\ WKDW , FDQ
FDQTW H[SODLQ LW DQG \RX FDQTW VH O @vé Wu chalige/n&ax3, Vi bRligve\yoX U V K
FKDQJH DOORFDWLRQ RI UHVRXUFHV \RX FKDQJH WKH ZD\ V\VWHPV
KHDUW \RXTUH QRW EXW DW WKH HQG RI WKH GD\ ZH FDQ GR D
systHPV DQG FUHDWH PRUH RSSRUWXQLW I(RelfichRaudi® ttaRs8riptitny KR GHVHU®

1 Itis also highly probable that the 2016 attack on police officers committed by a black veteran velolongdfdly acted
on his own during a BLM rally in Dallas, whichilled 5 officers, wounded 2 and wounded 2 civilians (NBC 5 Staff),
VLIQLILFDQWO\ DIIHFWHG %/0MV UHSXWDWLRQ %/0 XQDPELJXRXVO\ FRQ
and in the media for having allegedly ignited racial tensions.
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Despite its minor direct political influence, BLM has managed to impact racial perceptions, and to
bring back racial issues into mainstream debatiede showing the nation the senselessness of the
FRORUEOLQGQHVYV DUJXPHQW ,W LV QRZ XQOLNHO\ IRU D PD
S5DFLVP LV RYHU” WR UHWRUW WR WKH TXHVWLRQ RI ZKHWKHU
2EDPIHIVHFWLRQ 3SURYHG DV QRWKLQJ HOVHMEWoxi@RG SKADYH W
SURWHVWY FRXOG QRW KDYH EHHQ VROHO\ WKH UHVXOW RI VR
trouble, and to a certain extent it provided part of the Engl&aking western world with an
RSSRUWXQLW\ WR WDFNOH UDFH UHODWLRQV LVVXH\Vega&OLQW
frameworksand policies indubitably provides less guarantees than relying on opinion shifts in society
at large and goodit. However, BLM gave race relations problems and the injustices the black
minority faces more visibility, likely triggering such a shift. Another practical concern would be that
ZLWKRXW FKDQJLQJ UDFLDO DWWLWXGHVVHOYRWRKREB @HFHSRM
Championing change becomes a much easier task for politicians when public opinion shifts to a
favorable stance. It would also be a mistake to underestimate the impact of the steady decrease in
implicit racial biases the natiohas undergone (increasing the amount of whlidek contact,
decreasing the amount of discrimination in hiring, housing, grading and lending (Sawyer and Gampa,
DV HYHQ FDUHIXOO\ FUDIWHG OHJLVODWLRQ mPe®h&R OLV

H[SHULHQFHV 7R WKH TXHVWLRQ 3FRXOG VRFLDO PRYHPHQW
SURGXFH SRWHQWLDOO\ FRQWULEXWH WR VXFK UHGXFWLRQV
answer seems to be overwhelmingly positive. Reshitshature, can of course only be correlational,
since societalevel changes are affected by an immeasurable amount of factors, but monitoring change
over the Obama era (January 1, 2008e 30, 2016) and closely monitoring change starting after the
Zimmerman trial (July 6, 2023une 30, 2016) increases the likelihood of these changes being
attributable to the movement for Black Lives. (1042)

With his race neutral policies, his deep belief in the American dream and his culturally perfect
IDPLO\ 2Eledidnfand kresidency did mark an uptick in racial attitudes towards African
Americans in some lab experiments, but these changes have not been deemed particularly meaningful
when accounting for sample demographics. These underwhelming results fugbeitrstrimportance
RI %/0V UROH LQ FKDQJLQJ UDFLDO DWWLWXGHYV GXULQJ WK
attitudes can hypothetically be attributed to its providing more opportunities for discussions on race

whether in traditional or in less nmstream media, and even in casual settings.
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This is potentially significant because listening to opinions expressed through speech seems to increase the
likelihood that individuals will attribute humanlike qualities to those expressing the opieien if the

opinion is not currently shared (Schroeder, Kardas, & Epley, 2017). Furthermore, the millions of individuals
who attend BLM demonstrations or who come to politically identify with the movement may create new
associations between themselves and Blasksh associations with the self are argued to produce more
positive evaluations of the attitude object (Walther & Trasselli, 2003). Furthermore, through participation in or
identification with BLM there is the possibility of creating a common ingrouptiiefe.g., as antiracists) that
includes both Blacks and Whites, which evidence suggests can reduce racial bias (Gaertner & Dovidio, 2005).
(Sawyer and Gampa, 1041)

7KH VWXG\ DOVR UDLVHV WKH SRLQW RI DWW L \¢4oupd(QID@RessEDF N (
ODWWHU DQG FRPPXQLWLHV %OXH /LYHV ODWWHU EXLOGLQJ
group identity. It concluded implicit pravhite bias was slightly rising piBLM and that this trend was
reversed, meaning this implicbias decreased slightly during the designated BLM period, and that
explicit prowhite bias was decreasing slightly already, but that this decrease became steeper after July
B8QH[SHFWHGO\ DQG WR WKH UHVHDU RKhW & fredMaCiushitl, L VH E
as their average opinion shifted to a lesserlgpask implicit and explicit bias during the designated
BLM period. The results show an unequivocal shift towards a more egalitarian opinion across the board,
although this shift remins minor. The authors also highlight the fact these phenomenons were more
intense during major BLMelated events. (1045; 1055) Although limited, these changes are not
meaningless: they represent steady shifts towards an absence of racial bias. Eghanittheu
LQGXELWDEO\ WRR HDUO\ WR DVVHVV WKH VLJQLILFDQFH RI \
UHDFWLRQV WR WKH UHFHQW HYHQWY LQ OLQQHDSROLV D VLJ
in the reactions to the killing of Geordoyd and the reactions after the 2012 shooting of Trayvon
Martin, the 2014 killing of Eric Garner, or the 2014 Michael Brown shooting, to only cite & Few.
fact even prepolice figures such as dounder of Humanize The Badge Mike Edwards (also knasvn a
S0LNH WKH &RS" DQG IRXQGHU RI %YUHDNLQJ %DUULHUYV 8QLWI
involved unambiguously and supported "W ROHQW SURWHVWHUV ZLWK WKH WL\
to Black Lives Matter in the past, shows early sigha possible shift in opinion in favor of BLM and
WKHLU FDXVH 'HVSLWH VWLOO PHQWLRQLQJ DQ LVRODWHG L
H[SUHVVLRQ WR GHIOHFW DFFXVDWLRQV EDVHG RQ WaKlel MXVYV
to their actions), to embracing the idea that accountability is shared and that police all over the nation
VKDUH SDUW RI WKH UHVSRQVLELOLW\ IRU WKLV DFW 30LNH W
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CONCLUSION

The policing crisis along witheepseated judicial and economic racial inequalities in America
resulted in an explosive situation brimming with animosity between the black minority and the police,
while this minority was simultaneously suffering from a colorblind benign neglect during a
conservative political shift. Whether Obama and his administration could have had more impact on
policing and justice reform in the face of strong opposition or not, part of the black minority felt
insufficiently represented and new forms of both street@nline activism around these issues started
to gain momentum, starting around 2011 during the Occupy movement. In the aftermath of the 2008
subprime crisis, the sudden loss in sales tax revenue pushed the city of Ferguson to make up for its
municipal bulget imbalance with fines and fees. The increased pressure on their overstretched court
system and on their police department, whose methods have been found to have little impact on public
safety, to discriminate, and to violate the constitution on a aedusis, heavily factored into the
killing of Michael Brown. While this was not the first police killing of its kind, the Ferguson events
were a clear microcosm of the institutional racism plaguing the African American communities of
many other cities. Tédimessage of Black Lives Matter, in essence, was (and is still) the following: the
fault lied not only in the officer responsible, but also in the surrounding system which required of this
GHSDUWPHQWYV RIILFHUV WR SHUS HN disgnkhaoryVddiadddbniRuh aF ¥de® H O L |
made illegal by the very laws enforced, under fakse pretense to legitimacy of public safety.
Criticized for the vagueness of their demands, BLM has integrated ideas from local communities,
government recommendat®nand think tanks, they have gradually come up with hypothetical
solutions to the policing crisis (Campaign Zero), and wider societal reform ideas in an association with
other activist groups (M4BL) to radically change American society around measuresgmaaial
equality. Arguably, while policing reform has gained political bandwidth in recent years, these larger
measures are still vastly considered radical and politically infeasible at this time.

Its decentralized, sustainable, and more women and KGBclusive model allowed its
members to be on the ground where and when it mattered most, and attracted a younger base mostly
disinterested or disillusioned with traditional, tdpwn organizations. Their slogan resonated
domestically and even abroad as e@asy way of bringing social media attention to contextually

relevant racial issues, even though said issues might differ from those prevalent in the United States.
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In light of the recent events surrounding the death of George Floyd, protesters nati@maide
in other nations such as the United Kingdom, Canada, France, South Africa and more) have echoed the
BLM slogan. Many who were on the fence about the-lséitching Black Lives movement during the
Ferguson events, including some qpaice activism fJ XUHV VXFK DV OLNH 3SWKH &
(Humanize the Badge) or Ryan Tillman (Breaking Barriers United), have come around to condemning
the shooting and supporting BLM in pushing for more regulation around use of force and officer
accountability, despite natgreeing with all of their demands (their main disagreements being whether
funds should be diverted away from the police and toward more social services, and at what point can
an officer consider their life to be threatened). Even the historic civil reggsciation NAACP has
partnered with BLM and used their slogan in crowdfunding campaigns. Although it is still too early to
make conclusive assertions, the frictions between the group and more mainstream organizations that
had plagued the marches for Resgn in December 2014 have visibly subsided. In time, the
Department of Justice Civil Rights investigation into the Minneapolis Police Department called by
Minnesota Governor Tim Walz should provide more specific answers about the context surrounding the
incident and the larger systemic problems in the department that could have factored in yet another

unjust police killing.
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