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FOREWORD
“Theses are small personal crises”, a friend said to me recently. And was she right… This
mémoire is an expression of all that went through me in the past year(s). This last year,
particularly, I was stripped from my daily life, from what made me who I am in Argentina,
and I was left with whatever I could build in France. Personal bounds were what I sought
to build the hardest. Would this academic production be any different if the people I met
had acted differently? Most definitely. Science is human, and therefore, contextual.
The very first person that comes to my mind is Cristina, the programme’s director, the
teacher, the internship tutor, the thesis director, the guarantor… the friendly hand. The
most defining person when it comes to this thesis. Then comes Kirsten, for her classes and
for opening her home to listen; and Adriana, for the shared moments at the internship.
Anaclara, my Uruguayan, who was there with an open heart and a mate to share; and
Tessa, my hun hun, a silent warm companionship. And the beers at Parc Mistal with Ayla.
The small gang of Roux’s office, Quentin, Fuad and Mahmoud, and the loud mornings and
the support those days.
Nina, an oasis, caring and patient, and the long debates in Spanish. Meryem and Hiba,
the Algerians, who took me in when I was alone and took me out for long walks, and the
laughs that fuelled me with energy.
Franco, Ezequiel and the members of the political group back in Argentina who supported
this experience. Laver, for the close reading. Mariel, for walking along with me in the
distance; and the Pastor family. My parents and my sisters, always caring, always present
even in my absences.
An entry in my personal diary this year reads: “I feel a terrible loneliness. It is a paralyzing,
disabling emotion. I feel two simultaneous voids. The emptiness of spaces, moments and
people that I no longer have, that I left in another geography and in another time. And
the emptiness that emerges from the hopelessness of not being able to embrace here and
now the lacks that I also had in that other geography, in that other time. The loneliness of
having no context. Like that tree that falls in the forest unnoticed, that my heart beats
nobody knows. Not even me, sometimes. I am just a body. That from time to time, cries.
And takes a pencil to write it down…”
This dissertation is part of the many things I have written down these times. A small personal
crisis, somebody might say.
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INTRODUCTION
Single chapter: notes on the internship and the case study
Theses are a product of observations. In this case, the development issue that will be
addressed in the following research is the gendered inequality present in the urban space
of the city of Río Cuarto, in Córdoba Province, Argentina. The focus will be set on how
changing some normalized logics in urban planning can be a successful way to design
different urban policies to help women effectively exercise their right to the city. On the
contrary, repeating the same behaviour in the conception of urban policies turns them into
an obstacle for social and spatial justice from a gender perspective.
These inequalities constitute a form of violence (cultural, economic, symbolic, etc.) towards
women in urban spaces since they deny them their right to the city where they were born
or live, and consequently their full urban citizenship as well. Far from being a philosophical
question, these inequalities result in less economic resources, worse living conditions, less
access to basic needs, weaker mental health, all of which results in a worse quality of life.
Gender inequalities are a product of the existent gender roles and hierarchies between
men and women, born in Western civilization. These gender logics were initially imposed
by European powers through colonialism but later become one of the most firmly
established cultural logics over colonized societies as well. So much so that they even set
the standards for other dominant logics like capitalism, determining –as we will see later
through this research– the design of industrial cities based on gender roles and
expectations.
The persistent crisis of many dominant logics in our societies produce, as a consequence,
the emergence of a series of paradigms that arise seeking to respond to them. Many of
these paradigms, that inform the Transition Discourses, are born in the Global North, which,
due to colonial structures of knowledge, end up having much more visibility, credibility and
generalization capacity around the world, and for the same reasons, much more
development. This context turns necessary to retrieve other discourses more adequate to
the Global South, in order to respond to the paradigms that emerged from the crisis for
Latin American realities. With that objective, this research resorts to some expressions of
intersectional feminism, in order to deal with gender and poverty issues in the city in a
proper way.
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In this context, academic instances like the parcours International Development Studies (IDS)
dictated by the Institut d’Urbanisme et de Géographie Alpine (IUGA) de l’Université
Grenoble-Alpes serve as encouraging places to generate informed debates that push to
action in the direction of alternative worlds. As part of this master programme, an
internship related to the topic was Development was required.
Interested in the topic of quality of life in the cities and engaged back in Argentina with
a political group determined to win the next elections for mayor of Río Cuarto, the second
most important city in my province, I was truly attracted to the idea of working on a thesis
on post-development in Latin America. And that is when the opportunity of doing an
internship in the new TRUST programme that came to replace the IDS one came to me.
The successive waves of Covid-19 in Europe, as it did to every region, disrupted the
schedule and goals of every institution. The IDS programme, one of the specialized
international post-graduate programmes dictated by the IUGA, had traditionally
encouraged students to apply for internships outside the city of Grenoble, outside
continental France, and preferably overseas. The particular situations that needed to be
attended to travel and work abroad during the pandemic turned that regular practice
into a frustrating and distant possibility.
The creation of the new parcours Transformative Urban Studies (TRUST) from the joint
experience of the IDS programme and those of Urbanisme et Coopération International
(UCI) and International Cooperation in Urban Planning (ICUP), brought the opportunity to
some of its students to apply for an enriching as well as suitable internship in the very
institution we were learning about development as master students.
There are several very positive aspects about doing an internship like the one I was
fortunate to do. The first and foremost is having the opportunity to continue the intellectual
path one has been following since the programme started. Being the IDS an M2 means
that the programme only lasts for two semesters, the latter of them dedicated to the
internship and the thesis writing process. For that reason, having the opportunity to continue
the process of learning with the same professors and tutors in charge of the courses into
the more professional context of the internship, means having an extra period of a deeper
and more personalized learning.
Another very positive aspect of such an internship is the academic environment that it brings
to the internship. It not only takes place at the same buildings that host Pacte, the
university’s social sciences research centre, but all the work, the debates and even the talks
over lunch are shared under this environment.
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Finally, the TRUST programme deals with the critical theories that I found particularly
interesting as a political scientist and as Latin American as well.
This new education tools where the base on which I stood to work on my thesis using the
approach of the TRUST programme. Because the urban transformation approach fitted
perfectly to answer the question on how do we need to act and what do we need to
change in order to improve the quality of life in the cities, the place where people mostly
live today around the world, and where people will growingly do in the future as well.
During the internship we worked long on a process of literature review on urban
transformations, to have an informed view on the current situation regarding the academic,
the professional and the activist landscape on the discipline. The review covered the local
French and European situation at present, as well as more generally other regions around
the world where transformative urban studies are being conducted, taking into
consideration the North and South divide.
Additionally, we carried forward a twofold process of activities with the intention of being
as much updated as possible on the contributions to the field. On the one hand, we
conducted interviews with members and authorities of multiple diverse institutions who have
an interest on the field or that are part of transformation processes on the ground. On the
other hand, we participated in various seminar, conferences, and public academic
instances on the topic, like the inspiring 3rd edition of the Biennale des Villes en Transition
2021. The combination between these two strategies of collecting the latest information,
added to the thorough literature review, cleared the scene for me to find my master thesis
theme.
With an action-oriented mind-set, I saw in the field of Transformative Urban Studies the
right approach to bring solutions to long-dated problems in urban settings in my country,
problems that I had faced before but with other less satisfying lenses. The theoretical
framework of urban transformations with a focus on gender opened the possibility for me
to fulfil the demands of the master programme of writing a thesis while contributing with
real case scenario analysis to local politics in my hometown simultaneously. This
dissertation, the final expression of this attempt, is structured as detailed below.
Part I of this dissertation brings an overview of the current state of the broad spectrum of
theories critical to Development and more generally to Western Civilization, how they
evolved into the present, their causes and characteristics. This introduction to Transition
Discourses helps understand the reasons why we need to continue working deeper on the
field of transformations, taking into consideration the vast realities that these discourses
5

have to face across societies. Among these diverse scenarios, in this first part of the
dissertation there is a brief depiction of the debates inside the discourses, such as the
different lenses used in the Global North and in the Global South, and the various uses of
the concepts of sustainability and resilience, whether it be the difference between the
language used by the authors or their professional background.
As this research was not only based on an Argentinian city but it also retrieves truly from
the more extensive background of Latin American experiences, this first part of the
dissertation locates these discourses within the region’s context, and from an intersectional
perspective, focusing on gender and poverty, two realities that are not under the spotlight
of the field in the literature regarding the Global North, for example.
In order to do so, it was necessary to take hold of feminist approaches in spatial disciplines,
such as Urbanism, Geography and Architecture, to better grasp concepts related to
gender issues in the city. Authors in those fields generally used the notion of Women’s Right
to the City to help them define what inequalities can be traced in urban life and how they
affect women to profit from a city’s benefits as men do.
In Part II there is a description of the municipality and its urban area, bringing some of the
local history to display the reasons why it can be lifted as a relevant case in the national
and provincial landscape. Also, the intention is to bring light on why the city is a suitable
jurisdiction where to practise transformative urban planning, due to not only its historic
importance but also because of all the more recent occasions in which it has been brought
into focus.
Following, there is a detailed evolution of the involvement of women and gender issues in
the public sphere. Since the research revolves around urban space, the focus was given to
women’s participation in the decision-making process at the political level, where urban
planning and policies are designed; on the budget dedicated exclusively to a gender
agenda, to observe whether the growing gender discourse has a correlation in a growing
amount of resources or not; and in the current presence of women in the public space in a
more general way. The objective is to perceive the relevance given to women and women’s
issues in the city’s present public debate, and how this relevance can play a role in reducing
the gendered inequalities in the city’s urban space, using variables from the feminist
approaches of spatial disciplines.
The last chapter of this second part proposes the alternative ways in which the logics that
were followed traditionally in the design of urban planning policies can be shaped to

6

allow a more participative, inclusive and more democratic process, according to the
contributions of the transformative urban studies.
Finally, the third part of this dissertation is the conclusion, an instance of reflexion on the
difficulties and learnings from this investigation, the challenges for future ones on the field
and specifically on urban transformations from a gender perspective in Latin America.
As mentioned before, a state of the art has been carried out during the internship, which
serves as the first step for the literature review of this dissertation. As this is a new and
growing field, the investigation presents the current conceptual debates and all the
differences linked to geographies and histories, such as the ways to use ‘transformation’
and ‘transitions’, the pursue of ‘resilience’ or ‘sustainability’, and, further, the different
needs and scenarios that are proposed to change among colonial powers and their former
colonies.
There is vast array of investigations on urban transformations focused on Southern cities,
produced by Northern institutions or authors as well as by authors in the South. However,
there is surprisingly little literature regarding urban transformations as critical discourse in
Argentina. The few ones that use this framework, work mainly on the massive metropole
of the Great Buenos Aires (Almansi et al., 2020); (Graziano et al., 2019); (World
Resources Institute, 2021); (Global Site Plans - The Grid, 2013), or, in limited cases, with
smaller yet large metropolitan areas like Rosario (Lattuca, 2018) the Great Tucumán
(Boldrini & Malizia, 2014), Mar del Plata (Allen, 2001), all urban areas with populations
of over 500.000 inhabitants (some of them, like Rosario, more than doubling that number).
In none of these cases, Gender is a variable of analysis. The main focus of the mentioned
investigations are gentrification processes (Global Site Plans - The Grid, 2013); (Boldrini
& Malizia, 2014) and situations involving environmental issues (Graziano et al., 2019);
(Lattuca, 2018); (Allen, 2001).
Apart from literature, there is also an investment project from the World Bank that
concentrates mainly in the Greater Buenos Aires as well, but has an incidence in the rest of
the country, although the amount of the loan given is disproportionate in terms of territory
coverage. The total loan being 400 million dollars, half of it goes to the city of Buenos
Aires and to the namesake province surrounding it, under the name of Metropolitan Buenos
Aires Urban Transformation Project (World Bank, n.d.)(‘Metropolitan Buenos Aires Urban
Transformation Project Additional Financing’, n.d.). The other half of the loan is intended
to cover other five large metropolitan areas: Greater San Miguel de Tucumán, Greater
Córdoba, Greater Mendoza, San Salvador de Jujuy-Palpalá and Mar del Plata-Batán.
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In both cases, the projects aim to improve basic services in disadvantaged urban
neighbourhoods and improve access to formal housing (El País, 2017).
There is, on the other hand, a lot written about women and the city, product of feminist
professionals in spatial disciplines, mainly urbanism, architecture, and geography. As some
of the literature is originated in Northern realities, like Canadian geographer Leslie Kern’s
recent best-selling book ‘Feminist City’ (2020), it was necessary to look for specialist from
the South, if possible from Latin America, to have a closer look on the context of the case
study. Although some of the authors used in the research speak from altogether cities and
realities than that of Río Cuarto, the main arguments supporting the inequalities suffered
by women in urban spaces are well covered.
The main academic and activist reference in this field in Ana Falú, an Argentinian architect
who has become an international reference in the subject of women and habitat. Former
regional director of UNIFEM (now a part of UN Women), advisor for UN Habitat on
gender, researcher at CONICET (the national centre for science in Argentina), director of
the Institute of Research on Housing and Habitat [Instituto de Investigaciones de Vivienda
y Hábitat (INVIHAB)] of the National University of Córdoba, where she obtained her PhD,
co-founder of Latin American Women and Habitat Network [Red Mujer y Hábitat de
América Latina], of Marcosur Feminist Articulation [Articulación Feminista Marcosur] and of
CISCSA – Ciudades Feministas1, an NGO with long presence in feminist circles in Argentina,
she is overwhelmingly present in the theory and practice of everything related to quality
of life of women in cities around the country and the region.
Having participated in the Habitat III, the UN conference on the topic that took place in
Quito in 2016 and institutionalized Women’s Right to the City, Falú has worked extensively
on the subjects (Falú, 2013) (Falú, 2014a) (Falú, 2014b) (Falú et al., 2019), as well as on
women’s role as caregivers (Falú, 2017), gender violence in public space (Falú, 2011), the
absence of gender notions in urban planning (Falú, 2016), and more recently about the
life of women in confinement during the COVID pandemic (Falú, 2020).
The vast majority of the investigations on Transformative Urban Studies are based on the
Global North and therefore concentrate stronger on their environmental footprint, since
they have become aware of the unsustainability of the process as well as of the inequalities
that it generates in their relation to the Global South. For that reason, even if gender
appears every now and then, it is not the main focus of the investigations. On the other

See more about Falú here: https://www.ciscsa.org.ar/quienes-somos, and here:
https://www.mujeresdelsur.org/ana-falu/
1

8

hand, the development of the field on the South concentrates less on the footprint and
more in the lacks and failures of cities in terms of quality of life, like water supply, decent
housing, land property, etc. Since the context in much of these regions is certainly weaker
and more unstable, affected groups become even more vulnerable. Out of these, women
conform the biggest group among those usually in disadvantage, turning the gender
variable into one of top relevance.
Given that there is not much written on cases like women’s quality of life in middle-sized
cities in peripheral cities in Latin America, it is not the intention of this investigation to
generalize its conclusions. However, it is precisely that situation that turns this dissertation
an innovative research that certainly contributes to the field of Transformative Urban
Studies by unveiling new realities. As in Latin America, academics and activists generally
intertwine gender issues with other variables of vulnerability usually linked to poverty, this
dissertation’s contribution to the field is to implement the framework of Urban
Transformations in medium-sized urban areas in Argentina from a gender perspective,
becoming in this senses a pioneer case for both variables.
For all the expressed before, the research questions how can transformative urban studies
in combination with feminist approaches on spatial disciplines reduce gender inequalities
for women in urban environments in the city of Río Cuarto.
In the same way, the research hypothesis is that changing patriarchal and capitalistic logics
in urban planning will reduce gender inequalities and will help women fully exercise their
right to the city. The research will concentrate on the features of the mobility system and
the situation of public spaces across the city to analyses these logics.
The present research was carried out from a qualitative methodological approach, insofar
as the interest is placed in the analysis and understanding of a particular case of study.
Qualitative research and its methodologies are interested in “the ways in which the social
world is interpreted, understood, experienced and produced” by its own protagonists and
is characterized, according to Mason, by its ability to answer the questions of how and
why (Vasilachis de Gialdino, 2006, p. 25). In this case, the interest is placed in knowing
why do the inequalities persist in the ways in which women and men benefit from the good
and services provided by the city of Río Cuarto, and how can radical changes in urban
planning reduce them. To arrive at this understanding, various methodological strategies
were used and combined.
In the first place, an analysis of literature on Transformative Urban Studies was carried
out, more specifically of the topics considered for the researches regarding cities in the
9

Global North and in the Global South. The goal was to observe an influence from the
former to the latter in terms of the priority in the themes of interest, as well as to learn to
what extent gender as a variable was considered in the investigations. The search was
carried out from the following metadata: Transformative Urban Studies, Urban
Transformation, Urban Transitions, Urban Resilience, Urban Sustainability, and their slight
variations.
From the analysis of the literature, it became apparent the usefulness of looking into other
theoretical trajectories to better address urban transformations in medium-sized cities in
the Latin American context with a gender perspective. This led to a new and briefer
process of literature review on feminist approaches to spatial disciplines, which showed
the familiarity of these discourses with the helpful notion of Women’s Right to the City.
The next step after each process of literature review was then to carry out semi-structured
interviews via Zoom with already identified key actors, selecting actors that could bring
their experience in the professional, academic or political to the investigation. The first
interviewees were Mats Jarnhammar, Swedish urban planner and CEO of Living Cities, a
company dedicated to urban development, social sustainability and innovation; and
Cynthia Akpro, member of CODATU, an NGO working on sustainable urban mobility in
developing cities. The selection was based on two main aspects: the fact that both
organisations incorporated a gender perspective in their projects, and the fact that they
both had experience with projects in Latin America. Finally, the last two interviews were
conducted with the specific goal of obtaining more information on the case study. The
selected actors were Carla Sánchez, Argentinian feminist architect and president of Juntas
por el Derecho a la Ciudad, an action-driven NGO dedicated to make visible gender
inequalities in cities in Argentina; and Leticia Paulizzi, Argentinian political scientist and
former councillor of the city of Río Cuarto.
The choice of the methodology of semi-structured interviews or also called by guidelines
or guides (Sabino, 1996, p. 171), was due to the fact that this type of interview design
allows “to obtain in a flexible way rich and deep information, in the actors’ own words”
(Marradi et al., 2007, p. 220). In this sense, two guides of questions were prepared as
follows: the first one of them was designed as part of the internship to serve as a base for
multiple possible interviews; the last one was designed specifically for the purpose of this
investigation, with Sánchez and Paulizzi as chosen interviewees.
In addition, the interviews made it possible to clarify and confirm ideas on the mentioned
theoretical frameworks and, as it was an open instrument, it allowed the dialogue to flow,
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especially in the last two interviews, which resulted in new information not considered in
the beginning, notably certain aspects about women’s role as caregiver and about certain
limitations due to poverty.
There was equally data being collected by members of the political group for which I
work, mainly in the city of Río Cuarto and especially in poor neighbourhoods, but as the
process was not conducted by me nor done for this investigation, I therefore considered it
to be secondary information and it was used at the same rank as other sources of
information coming from other organisations.
Being a (hetero-cis-white) man and working with gender issues for the past years has
sometimes raised resistance and more than one eyebrow, as it does probably with this
research. However, I have continued to work with the topic for two main reasons. The first
and more important one of them is ethics. Having the access to public policies I cannot
simply stand idly by injustices if I am aware of them, and gendered violence (in all their
forms) is probably the biggest source of massive palpable injustice in Argentina nowadays.
The second reason is strategy. The feminist movement and its waves are taking by storm
all the consolidated social, cultural, economic and political structures in Argentina, and -it
is safe to say- in most Western countries as well. It is imperative, then, that democratic
political institutions try to channel this demands through satisfying public policies to avoid
potentially dangerous scenarios of political chaos. Previous political instability in Argentina
has led to tragic consequences. This research is a product of both: action-oriented
academia led by the value of social justice, and social science working to find a point of
social stability that does not entail social domination.
The moment to pursue this reaserch is golden: the women’s movement in Argentina, as
mentioned, is changing the logics of social relations and of political dynamics. Therefore,
working with a gender perspective in growing cities in this context is sowing in fertile land.
Furthermore, the access that I have to local policy makers (civil servants, city councillors,
provincial legislators and political leaders in general) may lead to future applications of
the results into local urban policies that will provide a positive outcome for the local women
and, more generally, to the whole of the society.
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PART ONE
Chapter 1: Transformative Urban Studies
“We live in transitional times in search for new value systems.”
John Grin, Jan Rotmans and Johan Schot (Grin et al., 2010)
“La plus grande révolution de nos jours pourrait être la capacité d’émancipation des
femmes, avec l’égalité comme sujet central de l’aspiration collective au développement."
Ana Falú (Falú, 2018)
a. Origins of the transition discourses

Western civilisation has never been in the dock like it is nowadays. The domination systems
that Europe successfully manage to impose on every other culture over the last five
centuries are being criticised stronger and more steadily than ever before across continents
and societies. It is a trajectory of such vigour and dissemination that it portends no return.
Since the process of globalization started with their arrival to Abya Yala, later known as
America, in the 15th century, Europeans’ strategy par excellence to spread their civilisation
over other societies was the establishment of overseas colonies or eventually colonial
relationships with them that served as a way to introduce and set their culture. This is how
the systems that served to define hierarchies and power among cultures, like Christianity,
racism, anthropocentrism, liberalism, capitalism, and patriarchy became the norm around
the world, giving rise to what we now call globalization (Ferrer, 1996).
The last of the pillar system to be imposed globally was that of Development, a discourse
of modernisation based on financial investment to achieve material advancement, which
was to be considered the only path to the so-called ‘progress’. This discourse functioned
as a neo-colonial way to reinforce all the previous ethnocentric perspectives of the Global
North after European nations had to undergo the devastating political, economic and social
consequences of conceiving World War II.
The massive process of decolonization that spread over the decades that followed the
war, was accompanied by the growth of critical theories that questioned colonialism and
imperialism from the perspectives of the individuals and the minorities who had been under
the domination in recent years, mainly in Africa and in Asia. Equally critical were the
12

theories that dealt with decolonization of knowledge coming from the long-independent
but nevertheless former colonized region of Latin America. These approaches focused
more on a deeper analysis, criticising the imperial matrix of knowledge-power on a
geopolitical level.
Along with the critical consideration on Western history and civilisation, another group of
critiques on the discourse of Development arose. What the theorists tried to find were
alternatives not for development but to development. The goal was to escape from the
totalizing project of capitalist modernization pursued by the dominant regimes and
institutions around the world.
Development is now cracking under the voices of all the oppressed social groups that,
channeling their discomfort for the system(s) that affects them the most, have been raising
the flags for equality and social justice across continents. The criticism that has been arising
in the past decades is opening spaces for new visions on how societies should develop in
accordance to their own unicity and among diversities, erasing all current injustices. This is
known as Transition Discourses, un umbrella denomination for all those critical approaches
to Development and, more generally, to Western civilisation, first formulated during the
1980s and 1990s, when the failure of Western modernity to satisfy societal needs became
apparent.
Transition Discourses have climate change and humans’ relation with Nature as their prow,
which serves to unveil the consequences of modern lifestyle and, at the same time, allow a
more open criticism to other sides of the societies it shapes. Our societies started rising the
question whether the systems that guide our social experiences are effective to attack the
problems that need to be solved. Furthermore, our societies are questioning if these systems
are even ethical, and the consequences they will continue to bring, to Humankind and to
life on this planet more broadly. Contemporary ecological and social crises as symptoms
stemming from a deeper, more systematic problem. They locate this problem with the
globally dominant model of social life. They advocate popular participation and principles
such as gender equity, freedom, dignity and equality, engaging in global debates on the
subject of quality of life and well-being.
US-based Colombian anthropologist Arturo Escobar (2015, p. n/a) observes the
emergence of these discourses as “a reflection of both the steady worsening of planetary
ecological, social, and cultural conditions and of the inability of established policy and
knowledge institutions to imagine ways out of such crises.” Consequently, these discourses
propose a radical change of perspective, “a radical cultural and institutional
13

transformation—a transition to an altogether different world.” In the academic domain,
these processes were covered by a wide range of disciplines that were equally labelled
as transformative or as transition studies (Zolfagharian et al., 2019).
It is possible, however, to distinguish some subtle but defining differences between the two
denominations. Hölscher et al. (2018) bring some clarity by explaining that while the word
transition has been mainly employed to analyse changes in societal sub-subsystems like
energy, food or mobility, focusing on social, technological and institutional interactions, the
characterisation as transformation is more commonly applied to large-scale changes in
whole societies, either global, national or local, and involve interacting human and
biophysical system components. Moreover, the agency of actors becomes key in shaping
the desirable transitions, since processes are deeply political, involving power struggles
and value conflicts.
As these crises affect differently every region, the discourses had different approaches in
the Global North and Global South. Escobar identifies “an uneven and differentiated
character” of Transition Discourses in both sides (Escobar, 2015, p. n/a). As he goes on to
detail, while the features of ‘the age to come’ in the North include post-growth, postmaterialist, post-economic, post-capitalist, and post-human; those for the South are
expressed in terms of post-development, non-liberal, post/non-capitalist, biocentric, and
post-extractivist.
It is useful and relevant for this dissertation to note that while the Global North is comprised
by a group of countries that are quite homogeneous in terms of how they profited from
the dominant model of life in the past decades, what we call the Global South actually
shelters an immeasurable range of geographies and societies. After all, the South is
defined in opposition to the unicity of the North and not by its own characteristics. It is
appropriate, then, for the purposes of this research, to distinguish among all the Global
Souths the more homogeneous experience of Latin American countries, in order to define
more precisely the context of the case study.
According to French anthropologist Capucine Boidin 2 (2009), Anglophone postcolonial
studies born in the years 1980-1990 reflecting on the British colonial legacies in India,
Australia, Africa, Asia and the Middle East during the two previous centuries, or their
French-speaking peers, immediately ignore the experience of Latin America. The
decolonial discourses that saw the light in this region, whose countries gained independence
from Spain at the start of the 19th century, go to deeper roots in their critiques but are at
2

See more about Boidin here: http://www.iheal.univ-paris3.fr/es/annuaire-profil/boidin-capucine
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the same time less known for the own underlying coloniality of being in Spanish, a
secondary language for academic studies.
The perspective of decolonial studies soaks to some extent the perception and
comprehension of situations of injustice in the region in any analysis pursued from a critical
standpoint. The notion of global coloniality of power that guides this perspective refers to
“the complex and dynamic interweaving of economic phenomena and socio-cultural
processes of racialization (cultural and linguistic), sexization and sexualization in the
relationships of power and knowledge” set up from the modern era, that is to say from
the 15th century (Boidin, 2009, p. 3).3 The understanding of this approach helps to know
how a gender perspective and more generally feminist discourses in Latin America work
with the notion of gender and its links with poverty, for example.
As a peripheral region for scientific knowledge production, the thoughts emanating from
Latin America are considered necessarily local with a local scope by traditions coming
from central countries (Boidin, 2009). However, even if not a subject, the region is still
considered as an object of knowledge, and receives nevertheless the influence of Northern
authors and institutions (not only academic ones but political, financial, etc.), since, as for
the rest of the Global South, the Global North is the global reference, and ends up
defining public policies towards local problems.

b. The approach to cities

The theoretical framework of the Transformative Urban Studies is the appropriate tool to
introduce us to newer conceptions of how cities should be considered, imagined, dreamt,
designed. Transition discourses open a window for innovative approaches to how we as
human beings connect to other living beings, and equally importantly how we can connect
among ourselves as a society, to leave behind current domination systems that lead to all
the sort of injustices we witness in the present affecting people’s well-being.
Cities have been growing in size for the past decades, and this tendency will continue in
the future. More and more, the world is becoming an urban setting. This phenomenon makes
the smaller scale of cities compared to national borders into more efficient locations where
to experiment the transition processes (Mukhtar-Landgren et al., 2019). Furthermore, the
Original in French: “l’imbrication complexe et dynamique des phénomènes économiques et des processus
socioculturels de racialisation (culturelles et linguistiques), de sexisation et de sexualisation dans les
rapports de pouvoir et de savoir”
3
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context of global challenges strongly affects cities and their surroundings, making it
necessary to consider deep-cutting changes to tackle the new challenges.
However, when it comes down to analysing the South, the view is set mainly on big-scale
urbanisations, since for the size of their territories and the amount of their populations,
they are normally in difficulties to deal with the major issues they face. So there is a certain
void in the literature regarding medium-sized cities, second or third level cities, or cities
outside geographic centres of power, whose realities need investigations addressing them
to start building specific concepts to fit them. In Latin America, in addition, there is a
political subject in the medium-sized cities that is not being addressed nor analysed when
it comes to gender. Middle and upper class women in cities around the region seem to not
be object of academic research because the theory concentrates on low-income or
excluded women, namely indigenous or black women.
So, the field of Transformative Urban Studies that has arisen as a specific field amid the
vast world of critical approaches follows the pattern of marked and substantial differences
in the Global North and in the Global South, as Transition Discourses do in general. These
differences are also rooted in the varied realities of cities across continents, and therefore,
the kind of transformations that need to be carried out. The experience of transition
initiatives in Europe such as the Transition Town Initiative in the United Kingdom do not
come necessarily useful for the South, for example, since the British context hardly satisfies
a Latin American case of study.
For the purpose of this dissertation, the interested is in the framework of urban
transformations in what refers to how main established domination systems like capitalism
and patriarchy have an influence in gender equalities in urban spaces in the Latin American
context. This is, how urban space takes part in the production and in the transformation of
gender relations (Blidon, 2016), and which specific capitalistic and patriarchal logics
participate in these power relations in cities in Latin America.
Most of the published articles that address the field of urban transformations come from
Northern and Eastern European and North American institutions, and are therefore written
in English. In this senses, France is an exception, since local researchers have developed
their very own room in the field, and have coined words and defined concepts in their own
language. Understanding the concepts and the differences between them helps to know
what the field is talking about and how researchers are defining problems and
elaborating solutions for them, and how this, in turn, affects the definitions of problems in
the South and in Latin America.
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The reason behind this productivity on the field in the North may be the existence of
financial support for environmental issues investigations within the European system, going
from funding projects for public policies, or supporting specialized institutions, to the award
of scholarships in universities. This could be the case of programmes like Urban (Veyret &
Le Goix, 2011, p. 7), a programme that started 25 years ago, having Grenoble as one
of its target cities 4 , and that now has been integrated into the Fonds Européen de
Développement Régional (FEDER) 5 . The size and influence of this structural funds
programmes have the capacity to define the specific ways in which cities should transform.
The French Institut de la Transition Environnementale of the Sorbone University, for
example, has a special section for the topic of ‘Villes durables’. According to their website
(Institut de la Transition Environnementale, n.d.), “[t]he concept of ‘sustainable city’ or ‘postcarbon city’ expresses the idea that urban areas have a major role to play in the transition
towards a society capable of saving resources and energy, and of preserving the ‘natural
capital’.”6 Similarly, the Agence Française de Développement (n.d.) states that “[a]s part
of its Territorial and Ecological Transition strategy, AFD intervenes to finance, promote and
support the development of sustainable cities that reconcile social cohesion, economic
performance and preservation of the environment.” 7 The gender variable, mentioned
through the concept of ‘émancipation des femmes’, is covered by following an OCDE
manual8.
From academic institutions to enterprises, the goal of French and European organisations
regarding urban transformations seems to be dealing with the consequences of climate
change, by focusing on saving the environment with innovative strategies. The strong
emphasis on notions such as environmental sustainability, sustainability transitions or
sustainable development within cities seems to be shadowing other problems.
One afternoon, while cooking at the communitarian kitchen of my university residence, I
started a casual conversation with a young female student who, like me, was preparing
See more about the programme here:
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/atlas/programmes/2000-2006/european/urban-ii-grenoble
5 See more about this European Structural and Investment Funds in France here: https://www.europe-enfrance.gouv.fr/fr/fonds-europeens/fonds-europeen-de-developpement-regional-FEDER
6 Original in French : “Le concept de ‘ville durable’ ou de ‘ville post-carbone’ exprime l’idée que les zones
urbaines ont un rôle majeur à jouer dans la transition vers une société capable d’économiser les ressources
et l’énergie, et de préserver le ‘capital naturel’.”
7 Original in French : “Dans le cadre de sa stratégie Transition territoriale et écologique, l’AFD intervient
pour financer, promouvoir et accompagner le développement de villes durables qui concilient cohésion
sociale, performance économique et préservation de l’environnement.”
8 See more about the OCDE manual here: https://www.oecd.org/fr/cad/femmesdeveloppement/Manuel-Marqueur-CAD-Aide-Egalite-HF.pdf
4
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dinner. She was in her early 20s, taking a master degree programme in hard sciences.
The topic of my master thesis came up and as I explained the way I was trying to tackle
gender inequalities in the cities in my research, I perceived that she was not very convinced.
Was I not explaining it properly or was she not being able to grasp all the details in
English? With this doubt in mind, I tried to check if she was seeing gender categories in the
same way I did, while being careful not to mansplain women’s issues to a woman, all at
the same time.
-

“Maybe it’s because I am from a country where such inequalities don’t exist”, was
her answer. She was French. And she seemed convinced. So I agreed, and
continued to stir the sauce.

Being the transformation field a critic approach towards current domination systems as
mentioned before, it is striking the relative absence (or at least the very minor role) of
solutions specifically related to gender inequalities in urban space, especially in Northern
investigations. Sliding from men’s imposed vision of urban life to Nature’s needs, and by
doing so successfully decentring women’s issues from the agenda, seems to be an
outstanding achievement of the male dominance in urban planning in the Global North.
The problem is not the fact that there is less literature linking gender and urban
transformation than about climate change, as much as the fact that gender does not have
a (main) role in the literature of urban transformation. When doing superficial searches on
urban planning from recent years to find investigations regarding urban transformations,
all the literature revolves around climate change, energy, transport, etc. However, it is
necessary to specifically look for the word ‘gender’ to come across investigations that bring
up the subject, and it is usually female feminist researchers who lead these investigations,
and they do so in their small academic circles and not as part of the urban transformations
platforms. Gender, even when it comes to changing the system, is still ‘girls stuff’. The few
occasions where women’s issues are targeted in the field among Northern researchers, it
is usually referring to transformations in the South and linked to extreme conditions in
poverty pockets.
As it has happened traditionally, the solutions given to cities in the South are recipes from
Northern countries, which means that they are shaped by their own visions and experience
and not necessarily reflect Southern cities’ realities. It is worth noting as well that, even if
the field proposes radical changes, a whole new perspective on how we conceive cities,
international cooperation for urban transformation only flows in one direction. Apparently,
intellectual developments from former colonies are not high enough to reach the North. In
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any case, it is valid to raise the question whether this is cooperation or actual neocolonialism, as well-intended as it may be, and the effect it could have on how the South
conceives its problems. Publications’ concerns, for example, when it comes to Global South
issues switch from propositions on how to stop climate change to the consequences of
climate change: displacement, housing, informal settlements, water provision… In short, socalled “development” issues and a sense of helplessness. The discourse is ever-present.
Only a fast analysis on the existing literature is needed to get the sensation that Northern
countries, especially those of Northern Europe, are fertile land for possibilities, hope and
innovation in the creation of the cities of the future. On the opposite side, the South is –yet
again– a vast land of poverty and lacks, where struggling to make cities liveable spaces
even in the present is the only concern. The South is doomed. As happens with the
Development discourse, establishing such opposed scenarios between regions has an
impact on how they consider themselves and how they act upon it, and what theories evolve
in scientific disciplines.
So far, however, in the field of transformative urban studies, in both North and South the
concepts that get the most attention are those of ‘resilience’ and ‘sustainability’ and the
desired effect they would have in a transition.

c. Sustainability or resilience?

There is a mentioned dichotomy suggested by the two different focus of transitions and
transformation studies. On the one hand, some authors and institutions concentrate on
ecological transitions fuelled by the urgency of climate change, and propose solutions to
urban problems regarding human environment that are inclusive and try to eliminate
current injustices. On the other hand, there are investigations pursued with the intention of
transforming cities regarding power relations in a way that social systems gradually
evolve to dismantle domination, and that incorporate in this scheme post-modern
perspectives on how humans should relate to the environment in order to prevent climate
change and current crises from deepening injustices. This dichotomy is well illustrated with
the following example.
For Dutch male researchers John Grin, Jan Rotmans and Johan Schot, as they express it on
their book ‘Transitions to Sustainable Development’, transitions are “shifts from one sociotechnical system to another” (2010, p. 11). As they put it, their book “deals with radical
transformation towards a sustainable society as a response to a number of persistent
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problems confronting contemporary modern societies (…) such as food, water, mobility
and health crises, as well as energy and climate crises” (2010, p. 1).
As we can see, the problems they point out are not related to social systems rooted in
domination such as racism, sexism, ableism, etc. These are not social problems but human
problems. The problems they focus on instead, are problems that societies have with nonhuman agents, problems related to how to survive in this world in the 21st century. Their
background may have something to do with the technical approach on the link between
the human and the non-human worlds: Grin is a physicist with a PhD in military technology9,
Rotmans is a mathematician with a PhD in greenhouse effect10, and Schot is a historian with
a PhD in social control of technical change11.
For Portuguese-Dutch female social scientist Flor Avelino12 (2017), who works along Grin
and Rotmans on the field of sustainable transitions in the Netherlands, on the other hand:
“(…) whenever we have discussions about ‘transitions to sustainability’, we need
to include a discussion on what are the power relations included/implied by
sustainability visions. In many discourses on sustainability –particularly those
focused on environmental sustainability– power is framed as an instrumental
process issue, rather than as a substantive part of sustainability. Questions asked
typically include: How do we get the right actors/institutions to enforce
sustainability? How can we exercise power to convince/entice/force people to
behave more sustainably? This paper argues that equally important questions
are: Which power constellations (between, for example, market, state and civil
society, between different classes, genders and ethnicities) are implied by
sustainability visions for the future? What are the (un)intended effects in terms of
power dynamics? What kind of power relations do we (not) want for the future?”
It is the in last example of questions the ones this research is certainly more interested when
it comes to transformations. Because power, and the unbalance of it, turns into structures
of domination, which are very palpable in Latin American societies, Argentina included.
Domination works under intersectional logics, affecting harder to those more vulnerable,
so dominant systems like patriarchy and capitalism should be considered as intertwined.
One result of such intersection is the process of feminisation of poverty, which means that
See more about Grin here: https://www.uva.nl/en/profile/g/r/j.grin/j.grin.html?cb
See more about Rotmans here: https://www.janrotmans.nl/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/JR-CVENG.pdf
11 See more about Schot here: https://www.johanschot.com/cv/
12 See more about Avelino here: https://drift.eur.nl/people/flor-avelino/
9
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women have a higher incidence of poverty than men, that their poverty is more severe
than that of men, and that poverty among women is on the increase (Committee on Equal
Opportunities for Women and Men, 2007).
In order for transformations to take place, it is necessary to change –eliminate– them all.
Talking about sustainable transitions that focus eminently on ecological issues is an
approach that leaves behind the causes of social injustices, even if it could eventually solve
the consequences of such injustices. For the purpose of this dissertation, sustainability in
urban space will be analysed considering the latter group of Avelino’s questions.
Now, what is the difference between sustainability and resilience? And why is it relevant
for this research?
As happens with the concepts of transformations and transitions, that are sometimes used
interchangeably but can be also be distinguish for academic purposes, the characterisation
of processes as resilient or as sustainable are sometimes used indistinctively.
In the French tradition, researchers talk about the field of sustainability transitions (Audet,
2016). French male geographer Michel Lussault 13 (2011, p. 82), director of the École
Urbaine de Lyon, addresses the debate from a linguistic base, indicating that “the word
durable, if used in French, has no real equivalent in other languages (English preferring
sustainable - poorly translated as soutenable - even robust and / or resilient).” 14
Additionally, he defines resilience as “the ability of a spatial organization to return to
‘standard’ functioning after a crisis episode, which does not necessarily mean returning to
its initial state.”15 Lussault goes on to state that the term ‘durable’ “has the advantage of
replacing the question of sustainability in that of duration, that is to say of the history of
urban organizations.”
From this standpoint, the idea of sustainability in a city cannot be addressed exclusively
from the perspective of ecological concerns, however legitimate these concerns may be,
since the construction of a sustainable city has to be “a global project” (Lussault, 2011, p.
83) involving all aspects of social life. A sustainable city can only be sustainable if it
becomes habitable for all, whether they are in the Global North or in the Global South. It
is the question of the “urban habitability of the planet” that is raised, according to Lussault,
See more about Lussault here: https://ecoleanthropocene.universite-lyon.fr/michel-lussault--136782.kjsp
“[L]e mot durable, s’il s’emploi en francais, n’a pas réellement d’équivalent dans d’autres langues
(l’anglais préférant sustainable – mal traduit par soutenable – voire robust et/ou resilient) (...) [C]e terme
possède l’avantage de replacer la question de la durabilité-soutenabilité dans celle de la durée, c’est-adire de l’histoire des organisations urbaines.”
15 “La capacité d’une organisation spatiale à revenir à un fonctionnement « standard » après un épisode
de crise, ce qui ne signifie pas nécessairement revenir à son état initial.”
13
14
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it is about the desire to find “new balances between human development, urban dynamics
and biological and physical systems” (Lussault, 2011, p. 82).
These definitions make a great contribution to this dissertation in the sense that they bring
the theoretical framework of sustainable transitions closer to our subject: the question on
the habitability of cities for women. For a city to transform there has to be crisis first, a
claim, an injustice to be repaired. Women are increasingly demanding equality in living
conditions in Argentina, so there is a reason for a transformation to be carried out. For this
to happen without turning into chaos, the spatial organisation needs to build resilience to
be able to return to standard functioning without going backwards to the injustices. This
way, the organisation can continue its process of becoming more just, more sustainable,
this meaning more robust but also for a longer period of time.
Mexico-based Argentinian feminist political scientist Flavia Freidenberg, creator of Red
de Politólogas [Female Political Scientist Network], specialist in female representation in
political institutions, created the slogan “Sin mujeres no hay democracia” [There is no
democracy without women]. All this time while I was reading about gender inequalities
and urban transformation and could not stop thinking: Are our cities really social
settlements without women participating in them? It this model sustainable anyhow any
longer?
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Chapter 2: A gender perspective in Urban Transformation
“Any settlement is an inscription in space of the social relations in the society that built it…
Our cities are patriarchy written in stone, brick, glass and concrete”
Jane Darke (1996)
a. Feminism in spatial disciplines

While Transformative Urban Studies are a field wide enough to provide with the
theoretical tools necessary for critical approaches towards development in the cities, this
investigation will also borrow notions from related fields linked to feminism and spatial
disciplines, to better address the specificity of gender issues in cities. These fields have a
longer path and are much more consolidated in academia, and therefore they are
valuable to thicken the arguments based on the desired gender perspective.
Much like in Transition Discourses, there is also a visible difference between how and what
issues are addressed in the Global North and in the Global South, shaped by the authors’
personal background and social experiences. For general definitions, this research takes
the ideas of academics like Leslie Kern, who brings an inside on big and smaller cities from
the North, and put them to dialogue with the descriptions by Ana Falú, for example, a
well-known specialist of and for the South.
Kern, a Canadian feminist geographer, explains the tight links between Gender and
Geography, and the positive outcomes of approaching gender issues from this field:
“Geography is about the human relationship to our environment, both human-built
and natural. A geographic perspective on gender offers a way of understanding
how sexism functions on the ground. Women’s second-class status is enforced not
just through the metaphorical notion of ‘separate spheres’, but through an actual,
material geography of exclusion. Male power and privilege are upheld by
keeping women’s movements limited and their ability to access different spaces
constrained.” (Kern, 2020, p. 13)
French feminist geographer Marianne Blidon, a specialist in analysing spatial inequalities
through the lenses of gender and sex16, in turn, gives an example of the contributions made
by the discipline in these fields:

16

See more about Blidon here: https://www.marianneblidon.fr/
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“Feminist geographers have not only questioned the notion of public space, but
more broadly they have shown how urban space participates in the production and
transformation of gender relations.”17 (Blidon, 2016, p. 242) (emphasis added)
Urban planning is generally conceived as neutral to social categories, somewhat natural
instead of cultural. The blindness over the gendered differences of this supposed neutral
application of public policies perpetuates, as Blidon states, the already existing gender
inequalities and hierarchies. All of this conforms a system of domination that constantly
moves away from women the possibility to hold on to their right to equal access to spatial
justice and to the quality of life that it brings along.
Feminist authors in the field have explained that such neutrality doesn’t exist, and that in
fact, urban planning has a bias towards men. After all, men conform the social group of
those who have been in charge of developing cities in the modern era, and of those who
were considered to be the public and productive group in society as well. Argentinian
feminist political scientist Romina Del Tredici, specialist in inequality and gender issues in
cities18 brings a definition and the reasons why policies should have a gender perspective:
“Feminist urbanism (…) is a branch of Urbanism that seeks to draw attention to
the type of individual that is kept in mind when cities and the public spaces within
them are designed. Public spaces, in this case, understood in a broad sense, not
only as squares and parks, but also as streets and sidewalks, including urban
mobility systems. What marks this trend is that cities were and are designed for
a ‘universal’ individual that turned out in practice to be a white man, middleaged, with a formal job, heterosexual, cisgender, slim and without disabilities.”
(Zubán Córdoba y Asoc., 2021, pp. 9–10).
The invisible androcentricity of urban planning, having men as the silent referent, does not
even include all men, but mainly the able productive ones as seen by capitalism, who were
the prominent public figures in the growing cities of the 19th and 20th centuries. From an
intersectional perspective, the less similarity citizens have to that ideal man, the more they
will struggle to accommodate to the city. As their needs are not taken into account these
disadvantaged groups are more likely to “withdraw from the public life of the city” by
not leaving their houses or remaining in their neighbourhoods, or “are forced to adopt

Original in French: “Les géographes féministes ont non seulement questionné la notion d’espace public,
mais plus largement elles ont montré en quoi l’espace urbain participe à la production et à la
transformation des rapports de genre.”
18 See more about Del Tredici here:
https://www.conicet.gov.ar/new_scp/detalle.php?id=58852&datos_academicos=yes
17
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strategies to try to match this use made by the 'universal subject'. This, of course, requires
on the part of these people an investment of resources such as time and money.” (Zubán
Córdoba y Asoc., 2021, p. 10)
Among the feminist researchers consulted for this investigation, it was spread the use, at
some point, of French philosopher Henri Lefebvre’s concept of the Right to the City and the
adaptations that it underwent to better satisfy the specific needs of gender issues. In her
last book, Kern takes some of his ideas to express what the city has meant to women and
the reason to claim their right to benefit from its goods and services as men do:
“Throughout history, women have used the city as both the site and the stakes of
struggle, as French Marxist philosopher Henri Lefebvre put it. In other words, the
city is the place to be heard; it’s also the place we’re fighting for. Fighting to
belong, to be safe, to earn a living, to represent our communities, and so much
more.” (Kern, 2020, p. 118)

b. Women’s right to the city

In Argentina, several organisations comprised by feminist academics and activist have
been working with the concept of Women’s Right to the City for the past years, since the
right to ‘urban life’, as expressed by Lefebvre, was recognized by the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and the New Urban Agenda (Red Mujer y Hábitat América
Latina, 2019, p. n/a). The latter agenda was a product of the UN Conference on Housing
and Sustainable Urban Development that took place in Ecuador in 2016 and is known
more simply as Habitat III. The core idea of this notion is that, as Del Tredici expressed,
the different uses of time, salary, security, mobility and housing that women have to do
affect the exercise of their right to the city. For Falú (2018, p. 8), the New Urban Agenda
“lays the foundation for action and ways to implement strategies and policies that will
encourage safer, more democratic and more sustainable cities, within a framework of
human rights.”
According to the World Charter of the Right to the City, the goal to obtain is an equitable
use of cities within the principles of sustainability, democracy, equity and social justice
based on three elements: promoting equal access to the potential benefits of the city;
democratic participation in decision-making processes; and realization of the fundamental
rights and freedoms of all city dwellers (Ugalde, 2015, pp. 571–572).
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Argentinian feminist architect Carla Sánchez, president of Juntas por el Derecho a la
Ciudad [Together for the Right to the City] gives an outlook of how the field works in Latin
America:
“If you talk about the Right to the City, it is the right to access the services
infrastructure, there you have the transport system, the water network, the sewer
network, the gas network, the power lines (…) I think it is not explicit, but I would
add internet as well. And, on the other hand, the right to participate in political
decisions, through collective processes or some kind of formal representation. For
me, those are the two great legs of the Right to the City of which we talk about
here [in Latin America].” (C. Sánchez, personal communication, 25 August 2021)
In Argentina, the all-female organisation that she represents has been gaining public
visibility over the past years raising awareness among local citizens on all sort of issues
related to women’s life in the cities. Based in the city of Córdoba, capital of the namesake
province, one of the first campaigns they designed was intended to portray how much of
the city’s history continued to make invisible the existence of women in social life.
The investigation determined the amount and the characteristics of the city’s streets names,
revealing that in Córdoba only 160 streets out of the total of 2256 were named after a
woman. Out of that figure, around 25% had the name of saints, virgins and religious
women from the Catholic cult, and a smaller but significant number of the remaining streets
come from famous women in the artistic and cultural domain, fields traditionally socially
acceptable for women. In the city of Río Cuarto, only 44 out of the 727 streets (a small
6%) are named after women19.
In terms of geographic origin, only around half of them were Argentinians, out of which
only 2 were born in the city! Both cases are about religious women: Leonor de Tejeda
(born in the 16th century) and Tránsito Cáceres de Allende (born in the 19th century). Out
of the rest, around 20% of them are from Spain, the former colonial power, and another
10% are Italian, the nation of origin of the most part of the immigrants that arrived to the
country in the late 19th century and the first decades of the 20th.
The results show how strikingly little relevance is given to local women, to the women that
actually participated in the everyday history of the city, to those who weaved the
unspoken social bonds along decades, to those whose lives shaped the daily rhythm on the
ground of the city and to those for whom the city’s life ended up shaping their owns. It is

19

Own preparation based on information available on the platform Open Street Map.
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also striking how the only relevance given to women’s contribution is dictated by a
gendered perspective, what men considered a successful female contribution was,
corseting the options mostly to the religious or the caring worlds, always devoting
themselves to others. That was and still is the visible role given to women in urban space
and urban planning.
The piece of information that made it to the headlines, however, was a satirical comparison
that served as a key to evidence the process of invisibility women suffer in social life:
Córdoba city has more streets named after men whose first name was José (a very popular
name in Spanish, Jesus’ father’s name in the tradition of the monotheist religions of the
Middle East) than after women (Calderón, 2020).
As part of the project ‘Las calles de las mujeres’ [The streets of women], the investigation
also geolocalized the street names in an online mapping system that collects information
on cities in Ibero-American countries, such as Spain, Brazil, Mexico and Bolivia, among
others. The goal of the project is to reveal a side of gender inequality through the little
feminine presence in the naming of urban spaces. As a result, the research showed that the
percentage of streets named after women in Córdoba was similar to that of Buenos Aires,
the two lowest in the country and among the lowest in the mentioned online system. The
two Argentinian cities have around 6% of such streets compared to the 21% of Madrid,
the highest ranking city. The absence of women reveals itself not to be a local issue but a
national, even international one.
A member of Juntas por el Derecho a la Ciudad as well, Del Tredici also collaborated in
the more recent investigation lead by Zuban Córdoba (2021), a national political
consultancy agency. The research ‘Mujeres y disidencias en Argentina: las violencias que
no se ven’ [Women and diversities20 in Argentina: the unseen violences] covers four areas
of measurable systemic violences and inequalities suffered by women and members of the
LGBTQ+ community: insecurity in public space, labour and pay gap, nursing activities and
political violence21. The pioneer document included for the first time a national survey
asking about how cities are perceived from a gender perspective, to learn the different
ways in which men and women inhabit public space.
According to the survey, in Argentinian cities a 75% of women feel unsafe or very unsafe
while in public space, compared to 64% of men (Giubergia, 2020). “Even if an 11% may
In Spanish, the word commonly used is “disidencias”, referring to all the gender/sexual non-conforming
identities. It comes from the word “disidir”: to dissent.
21 In Spanish, the areas are: Inseguridad en el espacio público, Brecha salarial y laboral, Tareas de
cuidado, Violencia política.
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not seem a big of a gap between the two groups, it becomes one when we consider that
only one cause is behind this variation: gender”, states Del Tredici (2021, p. 11).
As mentioned before, a feminist intersectional perspective understands that “the
disadvantages that some people experience are interdependent and they accumulate or
boost each other” (Zubán Córdoba y Asoc., 2021, p. 12). Out of all women in the survey,
those who felt the most unsafe while in public space were the ones situated the highest in
the age ranking, and those situated the lowest in the education and income layer, reaching
a total of 80%. So, for example, if we take the group of women with the lowest income
level and compare it to the group of men with the highest income level, the percentage
gap of in perception of insecurity in the city raises to 19% (82% in women and 63% in
men), 8% more than the initial 11% obtained from only comparing the gender variable.
As Del Tredici concludes, “this difference may be linked to the strategies of time and money
that each group is able to deploy.” (2021, p. 12)
This results seem to go in line with those mentioned by Blidon (2016) in ‘Espace urbain’,
her chapter in the book Encyclopédie Critique du Genre. Beyond the North-South divide,
it seems that gender(ed) violence and inequalities persist everywhere. The Transport
Surveys [Enquêtes transport] periodically carried out in the region of Île-de-France (where
Paris is located) by the French National Institute of Statistics and Economic Studies [INSEE
in French] and the Regional Equipment Direction [Direction régionale de l’équipement] is
meant to learn the local’s ways of moving and travelling.
According to the information detailed by Blidon, the survey shows that the most part of
aggressions to women take place while they are moving around the city, 75% of them on
the streets, in parking lots, cars and shared transport means. In those cases, 85% of women
stated that the places where it happened were familiar environments for them, places they
frequently visited (2016, p. 247).
The evidence shows that women are usually attacked while doing their daily chores, going
to work, to buy some groceries, etc. In all, these attacks constitute one of the ways of the
systemic sex-based harrying that prevents women from exercising their right to the city,
by discouraging them to leave their homes unless necessary and by punishing them when
necessity forces them out. Urban space is not intended for women to seize it for free, and
public policies seem to not be designed to change that, by continuing performing genderblindly.
The investigation follows to precise that both men and women take 34 minutes a day in
average to commute from their houses to their workplaces. However, even if the travelling
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distances covered by women in the region of Île-de-France have increased significantly in
the past decades (from 3,8 km in 1991 to 9 km in 2008), men continue to cover longer
distances (12 km in 2008). This means that women take as much time as men to go down
shorter urban distances. (Blidon, 2016, p. 245).
The unequal realities, as Del Tredici suggested, have their origin in the different abilities
of men and women in average to face the various needs they have that take them out of
their houses to the urban public space, whether it be with the purpose of earning a living,
socializing, nourishing, etc., and they are linked to the limited possibilities offered by cities’
design to carry them out in terms of transport means, level of access to spaces, etc. In sum,
the strategies of time and money that each group is able to deploy in a specific city and
urban environment, the region of Île-de-France in the case given. A feminist geographer,
Blidon proposes that “the covered distances and the ways of that circulation participate in
the questioning of the right to the city and of spatial justice” (Blidon, 2016, p. 245).
Statistics show that women earn less than men: In Argentina, the wage gap is in average
27,2% less for women, the third highest gap in Latin America (Brosio, 2016). In addition,
they are less included in the formal labour market and therefore in the financial banking
system. These situations prevent them from achieving as much and as easily the level of
resources that men possess. This means that women have systemically less possibilities to
access quality housing according to her needs or desires (which usually include the needs
of those of which they take care), which forces them to have to satisfy their lacks and needs
outside their housing. Cities, however, don’t provide them with the necessary freedom,
safety or calm to be able to enjoy urban public as they have the right to do.
Unfortunately, there are no investigations collecting such information of women’s reality
specifically in the metropolitan area of Río Cuarto, but more likely in the larger provincial
or national scale. These circumstances, even if not ideal for a case analysis, don’t constitute
an impediment to continue the investigation, given the fact that in terms of gender issues
there isn’t any reason to expect any significant difference between the reality of the
metropolitan area of Río Cuarto and the rest of Córdoba Province or other urban areas
of similar size around Argentina.
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PART TWO
« Pour que les femmes se sentent mieux en ville, il faut adapter la ville aux femmes (et non
pas adapter les femmes aux villes, ça paraît bête, mais...). »
Lauren Bastide (2020)

Chapter 1: The metropolitan area of the Great Río Cuarto
a. The city’s current outlook

Río Cuarto is a city located in the Southern part of Córdoba Province, in the centre of
Argentina. It is the second city in the province in terms of population and budget, and also
the head of the second metropolitan area in the province after that of the seat of
government, Córdoba city, situated in the centre-north of the provincial territory.

Geographical location of the case study
Top left: Argentina; top right: Córdoba Province; bottom: City of Río Cuarto
Source: Galfioni et al. (2017)
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Furthermore, the city is the heart of the bigger metropolitan area of Greater Río Cuarto,
an area comprised by three municipalities: the mentioned city and the two smaller
municipalities of Las Higueras and Santa Catalina-Holmberg, all of them located in the
Río Cuarto department, where the namesake city is the capital. The considerable size
difference between Río Cuarto and the other two turns the city’s power in a centripetal
force for them, who tend to serve as their satellites, as for the rest of the Southern region
of the province.
The three local parliaments gather regularly and the social and urban limits of the cities
are blurry for the most part: the public bus system links the three of them, there is a shared
economic, cultural and social life, etc. A case that exemplifies this fact is that the National
University of Río Cuarto actually located in Las Higueras, what makes students have to
travel between both jurisdictions on a daily basis. The metropolitan area also has some
other characteristics that make it relevant nationwide: besides the national public
university, the area hosts the Airport of Río Cuarto (also located in Las Higueras), the long
river that gives the main city its name and the biodiversity along its course, and the rich
land for crop raising that surrounds the urbanisation.
Río Cuarto is also important at a national scale in terms of population, being one of the
three most important in the country of those under 200.000 inhabitants. According to the
National Census of 201022, the metropolitan area of Greater Río Cuarto had a population
of 168.398 inhabitants, divided into the 158.298 living in Río Cuarto, the 6.202 in Las
Higueras and the 3.898 in Santa Catalina-Holmberg. The difference in population reveals
the relevance of the city in comparison to the area. These statistics go in line with those of
the Department. According to the same census, the Department’s projected population for
2021 is 280.194 inhabitants23, meaning that around 70% of which live in the metropolitan
area of the Great Río Cuarto, since the city’s estimated population rises to more than
180.000 inhabitants for 2021.
For all these reason, in recent years the city of Río Cuarto has been recognised
institutionally by the province and the national state. In 1999, the governor at the time
declared the city an official ‘alternative’ capital of the province, which meant a process of
administrative decentralisation and political empowerment, since the governor and the
cabinet should work in person once a month from there. This process was picked up two
decades later, when the president elected in 2019 took the decision of replicating the
https://datosestadistica.cba.gov.ar/dataset/censo-2010-resultados-definitivos
(2010) INDEC. Proyecciones y estimaciones por departamento (2010-2025), Provincia de Córdoba,
Departamento Río Cuarto. Disponible en: https://www.indec.gob.ar/indec/web/Nivel4-Tema-2-24-119
22
23
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model and declaring alternatives capitals in every province to move the cabinet around
the country on a monthly basis. This time around, Río Cuarto was again selected. (Puntal,
2020)

Map of the city of Río Cuarto showing the river and green areas
Source: Unknown
The economic wealth of the city is due partially to its location in the Pampas, the richest
region in the country for agriculture and cattle industry, a historically strong branch of the
Argentinian economy due to the international high demand of the quality products as well
as for being an important source of foreign currency. This centric position led the city to
become a nodal point in the national road network, midway between the Atlantic and the
Pacific, with four national routes reaching the region from all directions: RN35, RN158,
RN36 and RN8, the last two connecting Río Cuarto to Córdoba city and to Buenos Aires
city and its port respectively.
During the colonial era, the settlement of Río Cuarto was the last bastion under effective
control of Spanish institutions, who claimed all the territory to the South (what is currently
the region of Patagonia) as their possession, although it remained as indigenous land until
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de last decades of the 19th century. The historic military relevance, combined with its
geographic centrality and economic power grew a sense of self-awareness identity among
its citizens, which reflected in political decisions. The perceived powerful city always
opposed to the centripetal power of the provincial capital city and knotted tighter links
with the national capital city, growing a very strong local identity that would earn them
the name of ‘the Empire’.
As the whole country generally did, the city went through a process of neoliberalisation
dating as back as the last dictatorship from 1976 to 1983, but more strongly during the
90s, whose consequences have a higher impact on women as the dissertation shows later.
The main feature of this process in urban planning was the privatisation of the
responsibility, when the local government was in fact replaced in what concerned urban
development by private investors, particularly the strong economic groups linked to the
agribusiness, with so much presence in the area.

Evolution of the built urban area in the city of Rio Cuarto between 1972-2013
In black: urban sprawl; in light grey: Río Cuarto river; black line: city limits until 2011;
dark grey: current city limits coverage.
Source: Galfioni et al. (2017)
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The municipality’s weak presence in the urban development of the city led to an irregular
expansion of the urban sprawl, the need to extend basic infrastructure services and the
scattering of the population, as a recent study shows:
“The urban growth patterns that the city of Río Cuarto has experienced between
1980-2013 are assimilated, in general terms, to a diffuse city model. In which, in
the first place, we identified an increase in the urban area built at a higher rate
than the population, which has contributed to generating a low population
density, especially in the areas of recent expansion on the periphery of the area
of study. Second, there is a discontinuous occupation of the territory, product of
a lack of consolidation of vacant interstitial areas and spaces unrelated to the
consolidated urban area.” (Galfioni et al., 2017, p. 263)
Nowadays, there is not even an office in the whole cabinet specifically in charge of urban
planning. There are two separate secretaries that overlap to do the tasks concerning urban
design: The Secretary of Public Services, which includes the undersecretary of Transport
(meaning the public transport system and not an urban mobility system); and the Secretary
of Public Works, which includes an undersecretary dedicated to Habitat. In between, they
complement each other to provide basic services and urban infrastructure.
In the year 2011, the City Council passed the Ordinance 1.082 on Urban Plan of the City
of Río Cuarto, which established the uses, subdivision and occupation of the land in the
municipal commons, created the Municipal Institute of Urban Planning of Río Cuarto, and
also the Honorary Advisory Council for the Defence of the Natural and Cultural Heritage
and the Urban Real Estate Fund. 24 By this ordinance, the Municipal Institute of Urban
Planning was intended to act “as a decentralized body of the municipal administration,
functionally dependent on the Secretary of Planning, for the purposes of technical advice
on matters regulated by this Plan”. Its composition was as it follows:
a) The Secretary of Planning of the Municipality of Río Cuarto
b) The General Director of Urban Planning
c) A technical representative appointed by each of the political blocs with
representation on the Deliberative Council
d) One representative from each of the Professional Associations of Civil Engineering,
Specialist Engineers and Architects

Available here : http://www.riocuarto.gov.ar/files/documentos/1525712096_Ordenanza%20108211%20plan%20urbano%20corregido%2020-12-17.pdf
24
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e) Representatives of other professional associations related to urban planning skills,
eventually if the subject requires it
f) A representative of the National University of Río Cuarto
g) A representative of the Siglo 21 University
h) A technical representative of the companies that provide basic urban services or
others that are deemed necessary from time to time
From the way it is integrated, is was clear that the Institute was more of a counselling body
that comprised representatives from powerful political, academic and professional
institutions than an office for the actual planning of the city. With the coming of the new
government, however, this reality changed, and the Secretary of Planning even
disappeared from the current municipal organigram.

b. Women’s representation and budget in the city

Women’s presence in Argentinian political institutions has been growing slowly but steadily
since Law 13.010 on women's suffrage was passed in 1947. The next milestone in this path
came in 1991 with the pioneer Law 24.012 of female quota, the first regulation of its kind
around the world to become a law applicable to all parties (Jones, 1998), which
established a minimum of 30% of women in electoral lists for legislative offices at the
national level, alternating one woman every two men. This regulation was upgraded in
2017 with Law 27.412 on Gender Parity in Spheres of Political Representation, which
raised that amount to 50% of women, pointing at the electoral lists for political party’s
authorities this time around as well.
In federal countries, substate governments keep the decision power on certain spheres. In
Argentina, that’s the case for provincial and municipal elections, among others. So local
congresses need to pass equivalent laws if they want to rule accordingly. In Córdoba
Province, regulations effectively followed the line traced by the national ones, but went
deeper in advance. Indeed, in 2000, at the impulse of the Executive Power, Law 8.901 on
the Principle of Equivalent Participation of Genders in Elections (Female Quota) was
approved, seeking to “guarantee candidates of both genders an equitable possibility of
being elected”25. This meant that for legislative lists, 50% of female presence was the
norm 17 years before the national congress ruled on it.
Available here:
https://www.justiciacordoba.gob.ar/Estatico/JEL/Contenido/Legislacion/files/Electoral/L8901.pdf
25
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A few years later, the council of Río Cuarto followed the Province’s mandate. The Municipal
Electoral Code, established by Ordinance N° 1532 of the year 2007, determined that
“[t]he lists of candidates for elective offices for the City Council and Court of Accounts
cannot include more than fifty percent (50%) of people of the same gender in positions to
be likely to be elected.”26
All these regulations, however, only focus on legislative powers, a political sphere where
decisions are not taken. Even if the women’s movement in Argentina has grown bigger,
stronger and more visible in recent years, including the political level, the presence of
women in the executive offices or as member of cabinets is still low. When they do hold
power, it is usually in areas that match their assigned social gender roles: offices in charge
of women, children and/or family issues, health, education, etc.
In the city of Río Cuarto, for example, a woman has never taken up the chair of mayor,
nor has a women had real chances of winning such an election. The two major parties in
Argentinian politics for the last 80 years, Partido Justicialista and Unión Cívica Radical,
either alone or in any of the electoral alliances they have conformed over the years, have
never been led by women in the city of Río Cuarto. In the last election in 2020, only two
women run for the Municipality of all eight parties who went to the election, both as
representatives of very small parties critical of the current state of the representative
system, gathering only 4,9% of all votes between the two of them27 (Télam, 2020).
Argentinian political scientist Leticia Paulizzi, who served for two consecutive periods as
town councillor in Río Cuarto, was the first female president of a government’s
parliamentary bloc (2016-2020) in the City Council, having been vice-president of the
bloc the previous period (2012-2016), when her party was not in office.
“Women have always been in politics. What happens is that we have been in
soft areas”, she states. “We women have never fought for a place at the
negotiating table. They put women on the lists, and we always say ‘yes’ to
whatever places they put us in.” (L. Paulizzi, personal communication, 24 August
2021)
Currently, the government of Río Cuarto is led by the mayor in the Municipal Executive
Department, assisted by the municipal public prosecutor. The cabinet is composed of 12
Available here:
http://www.concejoriocuarto.gob.ar/?seccion=buscador&command=display&subcommand=ord&id=2007
015320
27 The candidate Lucía de Carlos, representing Respeto [Respect], got 3,8% of the votes, while Guadalupe
Fantín of Frente de Izquierda [Left Front] got 1,1%.
26
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secretaries and 20 undersecretaries 28 , in addition to the Municipal Entity of Sanitary
Works (EMOS, for its name in Spanish), comprised by 3 authorities. In total, this adds to
36 high authorities appointed by the mayor to assist him in governing the city. Out of all
these 37 highest authorities in the Executive office (the mayor and his designated
collaborators), only 8 are women (22%).
Out of 11 Secretaries, only 2 (18%) are led by women:


Secretary of Gender



Secretary of Education

And out of 20 Undersecretaries, only 6 (30%) are women:


Undersecretary of Children, Adolescents and Family (Secretary of Gender)



Undersecretary of Women (Secretary of Gender)



Undersecretary of Human Rights (Secretary of Education)



Undersecretary of Finance (Secretary of Economy)



Undersecretary of Transport (Secretary of Public Services)



Undersecretary of Citizen Participation (Secretary of Open Government and
Modernization).

The city’s budget for the year 2021 is $8.580.152.800 of Argentinian Pesos (around
€75.410.026 in September 2021) for all the agencies of the government, a nominal raise
of over 35% compared to last year’s (Córdoba Interior Informa, 2020). However, with an
inflation rate of 36,1% during 2020 (RRR (AFP/EFE), 2021), the real purchase power
remains the same.
Between 2016 and 2020, during the first serving period of the current mayor, gender
issues where a matter for the Undersecretary for Gender, Children, Adolescence and
Family, that was part of the Secretary of Government. For that last year of 2020, the
annual budget for the office was $17.646.947 (Municipalidad de Río Cuarto, 2020, p.
15) (around €153.285 in September 2021).
In 2021, the situation started to change. The budget estimated for the undersecretary,
which is set by the end of the outgoing tax year, was $23.872.164 (Municipalidad de Río
Cuarto, 2021), a 28% nominally higher than that of 2020, but lower than the inflation

Cabinet Coordination (2 undersecretaries); Government, Institutional Relations and Culture (2); Education
(1); Health and Social Development (3); Economy (1); Public Services (3); Public Works (2); Open
Government and Modernization (2); Gender (2); Sport and Tourism (1); Work and Employment (1);
Economic, Commercial and Industrial Development (0).
28
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rate. In short, the office was slightly defunded. However, at the inauguration of the new
serving period, the mayor raised the area’s rank to Secretary of Gender, integrating it to
the cabinet. This resulted in a contradictory situation for gender issues, having a higher
level of institutionalization but a lower budget, only 0,27% of the city’s full budget (around
€17.000 a month)29. To give dimension to how low the budget is, one simply needs to
observe that a secretary’s monthly wage in February 2021 was $98.000, around 5% of
the $2.000.000 monthly budget of the Secretary of Gender.
A few months later, in August 2021, the newly appointed Secretary of Gender announced
that from 2022 Río Cuarto will become the first city in the country to include funds for
gender policies in each of the government areas in the annual budget (LV16, 2021). In
her words, the Municipal Program for Equal Rights [Programa Municipal por la Igualdad
de Derechos] seeks that “the gender perspective is not only an exclusive task of our
secretary, but that each one of the areas of the Municipality applies this perspective in its
daily work” (Fernández, 2021b).
The City Council, as a result of the regulations regarding female presence in legislative
bodies, is currently comprised by 9 women out of a total of 19 councillors30. In spite of her
position as president of her bloc, Paulizzi mentions that one of her biggest problems was
that other female councillors did not take her decisions as the final word, but only after
another male councillor or the mayor could confirm them. And she reflects on the issue:
“We are in the visibility stage. There are secretaries in the executive area in this
new period, which was not the case in the previous one, but that does not mean
that they have the possibility of making decisions… Although there is a
fundamental development in the field of discourse and political visibility, a great
step is still missing, especially in terms of political practice.” (L. Paulizzi, personal
communication, 24 August 2021)

The salary of a municipal cabinet secretary of Río Cuarto was $ 98,000 (about € 850) in February
2021 according to the sworn statement of the Secretary of the Economy Pablo Antonietti.
http://transparencia.riocuarto.gov.ar/files/declaraciones/dd-jj/2021/02-secretarios/Antonetti-PabloJavier.pdf
30 See more about the City Council here: http://www.concejoriocuarto.gob.ar/?seccion=concejales
29
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Chapter 2: Moving around and sticking around as a woman
« Même s’il s’agit de l’ensemble de la population citoyenne qui finance les biens communs
urbains, ces derniers ne sont pas répartis de façon équitable dans les villes et ne présentent
pas la même qualité ni le même entretien. »
Ana Falú (2018)
According to traditional gender roles, a woman’s place in the city is in her house, doing
domestic chores and taking care of her family. Men, on the other side, are the ones
supposed to have a more public life, a life outside his house, a logic that turned men into
the most characteristic individuals in urban settings. So when women decide to inhabit the
city as men do and in equal conditions, they have to face circumstances that were not
problems when the current shape of cities was designed to fit men’s needs and desires.
When asked about the main differences between sexes when it comes to live a city,
Sánchez answered:
“Public transport, the ways of moving around the city, is one of the main ones.
And that also causes that [women’s] use of public spaces, the use of streets, is not
the same as the use made by men, and the calm with which a man moves. [So]
On the one hand, mobility, the routes, and on the other hand, the perception of
security in public spaces that turns public space into that what exists between the
two places that a woman has to connect and not a space to inhabit.”

a. Urban mobility and women’s use of time

The ways a person moves in a city is closely linked to the kind of activities that person does
in the city. And what that person does is closely linked to who that person is in society.
From an intersectional perspective, women not only have to deal with the struggles of
mobility because of their assigned gender roles as caregivers, for example, but also as
(more) poor caregivers in many cases as well, due to the increasing feminization of
poverty.
A major demand of women in Argentina nowadays is precisely the care responsibilities
and how their assigned gender roles affect them in daily life. Last March 8th, in occasion
of the International Women’s Strike, was a new opportunity to discuss capitalistic
productivity, to ask the question again why the tasks women do are not considered
productive in capitalist logic as other jobs, and to expose how the system would fail if they
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stopped to do them. The well-known Argentinian feminist group Economía Femini(s)ta
(2021) said it short and clear: “We stop because we earn less than men for the same work
and because unpaid domestic and care tasks fall mostly on us, which leaves us poor in
income and time.”
As we have seen from the information gathered from the region of Île-de-France, women
usually take as much time as men to cover shorter distances due to the higher number of
chores they have to carry out during the day as caregivers and the more frequent use of
slower means of mobility, like shared transport or walking, because their structurally lower
incomes do not allow them to afford more individual or faster means.
During the interview, Sánchez brought the French information down to the Argentinian
reality, where the is an inevitable connection between caregiving tasks and transportation
around the city, and the features of poverty, that pull women to areas in the city distant
to the centres:
“Transportation is a very strong key because there you see a lot of difference
between men and women, in the type of routes they do. In reality, [the difference
is between] a person who has caregiving responsibilities and a person who does
not. Currently those who most have these responsibilities are women, so there the
gap occurs. If you have more care tasks in charge, the tours that you are going
to do around the city will be different. And what happens is that the transport
system is designed for a person who goes from home to work and from work to
home. Therefore, this transport system is not qualitatively enough, because it is
also not intermodal. (…) But then [the debate] is quite focused on the question of
housing, on the question of land tenure, the marginality seen from his point of
view, so there is also an intersectional part: Women’s right to the city, but also
poor women’s right to the city is much more remote.” (C. Sánchez, personal
communication, 25 August 2021)
Poverty is a key factor when analysing the link between mobility systems and the role of
caregivers. Paulizzi mentions how finding a job brings together all the previous variables,
giving the example of the women from Las Delicias, a low-income outlying neighbourhood
not connected by bus lines, that lies next to Riverside, a high-income private urbanization
on the borders of the city.
“As the employment situation is very complicated and many times it is the mothers
who are the breadwinners, since they have to take care of their children, they try
to find jobs near their houses (…) So it is very common for young women to be
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cleaning maids in the private neighbourhood [of Riverside]. It seems to me that in
those cases they see the limitations regarding mobility. Those who are in better
[economic] conditions, have a bike or have a motorcycle. But those who are not,
have to use public transport, and public transport does not always enter all
neighbourhoods. And there you have an important limitation. (…) In the case of
women, when they go out of the neighbourhood, they generally go out for a jobrelated matter.”
The case mentioned by Paulizzi illustrates how the struggles of mobility around the city of
Río Cuarto have direct consequences on the labour possibilities of poor single women,
narrowing their options and eventually their income, perpetuating conditions of poverty.
When these women cannot count on public transportation nor can they afford alternative
transport means, they are left to a life inside and around their disconnected
neighbourhoods, a context that limits all aspects of their social experience, and denies
them their right to the city.
Sometimes, it is the government itself who worsens this kind of situations by driving
initiatives to solve urban issues that go against cohesive urbanizations. In March 2021, for
instance, the Undersecretary of Habitat of Río Cuarto announced that the Municipality had
signed an agreement with a landowner by which 150 plots of land would be made
available at affordable prices among residents who do not own properties (Puntal,
2021a). Since buying a place where to live has become increasingly unattainable for
wage-earners in Argentina, such public policies have turned into the norm in cities under
neoliberal logics for urban development, where quality of life has been naturalized as a
commodity. The benefits of city life are exclusive for those who can afford housing in the
centre or can afford to recreate a city in private urbanizations, like Riverside. Those who
cannot, on the other hand, have to conform with plots of land in the outskirts of the city.
The problem with this sort of policies, even if they seem well-intended, is that those plots
of lands are located away from urban centres, and lack the most basic infrastructure of
services. In fact, for the mentioned case, local authorities were in conversations with
national authorities to see if the cost of all the investment needed (electricity, water supply,
sewers and natural gas) could be covered with resources from the national treasury, and
even to cover the cost of the land, which the Municipality bought from the landowner at
market prices! Sánchez explains this problematic situation in this words:
“Land tenure as a priority is generating somewhat antagonistic objectives at some
point (…): on the one hand, [the goal of] everyone having their portion of land
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instead of high-rise constructions, because it is not part of our idiosyncrasy, and
because 'we are Argentina, we have a lot of land, we can expand unlimitedly'.
Plus, the response of the governments is: ‘I give you a piece of land over there,
where land is worthless’. So there is this battle over land tenure linked to these
answers, hence: we expand and expand and expand. And what happens next is
that you have the piece of land but without all the other benefits of the city. Here
there is really a very strong cultural issue (…) It is understandable the need to
have my piece of land with my house. But it goes to the detriment of everything
we say are the benefits of the city, of cohesion, of meeting each other, of the
intensification of the use of public spaces (…) Here we are dealing with an issue
that is more properly Latin American, and Córdoba Province and Argentina are
no exception.” (C. Sánchez, personal communication, 25 August 2021)
As a consequence, in order to solve a relevant but still specific issue caused by economic
problems, public policies end up creating urban problems which, in turn, cause more social
problems and higher expenses of public funds. Falú (2018, p. 5) explains how these
policies affect women directly:
“The extension of metropolitan areas and their fragmentation has resulted in
women's increasing dependence on public transport, which in turn has made it a
variable for social inclusion or exclusion, affecting women's access to urban goods
and, consequently, having an impact on their quality of life.”
The following map shows how the expansion of the urban are of Río Cuarto has not been
accompanied by bus lines coverage, the only public transportation system in the city. The
areas with high coverage of bus lines are coloured green, as opposed to those in white
which are the areas with low coverage. The areas in red represent the areas of the new
urban limits. Finally, in yellow, we can see the momentary coverage in 2017 due to
modification of a bus line route. Las Delicias neighbourhood is located in the white area
to the centre-right of the map; right next to it to the right is Riverside neighbourhood,
situated, obviously, on the side of the Río Cuarto. Las Higueras is the small urbanization
(whiter dots) in the top-right of Río Cuarto, while Santa Catalina-Holmberg is on the exact
opposite, following the line traced by the highway right outside the map (not visible).
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Coverage of urban passenger transport [TUP] in the city of Río Cuarto.
Source: Montero et al. (2017)
The very same month of March when the municipality announced the availability of the
new plot of lots away from the city centre, the authorities were calling for a public hearing
on public transport. In a joint decision with the municipalities of Las Higueras and Santa
Catalina-Holmberg, Río Cuarto called for a new hearing after more than seven years,
including for the first time plans for the metropolitan area. The decision was adopted
within the framework of a meeting of the Interlegislative Commission of the Parliament of
the Great Río Cuarto (Fernández, 2021a).
The hearing finally took place in the month of July, with a participation of more than 60
speakers in total. The majority agreed on the need to advance on structural changes in the
current scheme of the public transport system, in such a way that it adapts to the
requirements of today's society. They equally raised as a fundamental axis the fact of not
limiting the discussion only to the circulation of buses and their frequencies, to go on to
address the problem of urban mobility as a broader concept (Puntal, 2021b).
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Civil Engineer Mónica Alvarado, former Secretary of Transport and Mobility of the
municipality of Rosario31, the third most important city in Argentina32, took part in the
public hearing. She stated (Puntal, 2021b) that what needs to be done first is to establish
the desired mobility model for the city, according to what the residents consider best serves
them. From her point of view, urban planning has to be done in a comprehensive manner,
taking into account that cities are for and by people, and that it must be carried out in a
participatory manner, including the experiences of people with disabilities and the elderly,
and similarly considering a gender perspective. Concretely, she went on to highlight as
fundamental the development of bicycle lanes and spaces for pedestrian circulation that
are safe for everyone.
When asked about what should change in Río Cuarto so that women could exercise their
right to the city as men do, Paulizzi’s response was almost identical to Alvarado’s
contribution to the public hearing, and included a mea culpa on behalf of politicians:
“First we should think about the city we want (…) And that city we want, the
problem is who wants it (…) Because those who plan, want a type of city that
may be ideal, but it is not the city that everyone or the majority wants (…) It
would be necessary to incorporate several actors in the development of this city,
so that everyone has an opinion. (…) For women to develop, you have to be
thinking about an inclusive city, not only for women but also for the disabled, for
the elderly, etc. And for that you have to think about it. And there is always a
discrepancy: those of us in politics have serious difficulties considering the longterm.” (L. Paulizzi, personal communication, 24 August 2021)
In Sánchez's opinion, to truly solve transportation and mobility issues in the city, it is
necessary to go to the core of the problem and expose the reasons why such structural
policies thought for the long-term are hard to obtain in the current conditions:
“The most urgent thing to change is the distribution of capital on the ground.
Because that is what is actually locking everything else. What happens is that the
influential people of the city are all linked to the real estate business, so they
block off parts of the city (...) The decision-making power that real estate
developers have regarding the configuration of urban land is very strong (...)
These sectors really end up defining everything and the margin you have left [as
Alvarado served as Secretary from 2015 to 2019 while the Socialist Party was in power. See more
about her here: https://www.rosario.gob.ar/normativa/verArchivo?tipo=pdf&id=110499
32 Rosario is the most populated and the richest city in Santa Fe Province, in the Pampas region between
Córdoba Province and Buenos Aires Province. It has a population of over 1.3 million inhabitants.
31
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politician] is tactical urbanism (…) Until we change the logic of how land uses are
distributed within the city, we will not be able to solve the transport problem.” (C.
Sánchez, personal communication, 25 August 2021)
According to these three professional women in politics, a new transport system should be
inclusive, multimodal, and the process should be participative. Moreover, it is necessary to
redefine the use of land and the municipality should regain the public power over the
private sector in the definition of urban planning. In this way, affected groups like women
could benefit better from the mobility system.
So far, the discussion has focused on how urban policies can lessen the burden of gender
roles to increase women’s quality of life in the city. During the interview, Paulizzi changed
the focus. She brought about the idea that women could live the city in ways that do not
fall under the gender roles categories as well. In fact, she collects some attempts women
are pursuing in Río Cuarto of taking up traditionally male jobs and tasks. If some of these
cases ever ends up becoming a reality, they could allow the demanding women not only
to suffer less discrimination as women in the city, but actually to gain more benefits than
men. They could go from suffering from the transport system to becoming a part of the
solution:
“There are many policies linked to the urban that could favour the collective
experience of the city, including gender. For example, for years, female taxi
drivers have asked for license plates, that there be reverse discrimination in their
favour when they authorize new plates (...) That could contribute [to the collective
experience], because surely many moms who send their children to school are
looking for women to take them (...) And it is possible that these women can
empower themselves and form a union (...) And at the same time they may also
be driving through the most dangerous neighbourhoods of the city (...) I am giving
you just an example of how women could take over the city in another way (...).
For example, the Ministry of Transport is thinking of incorporating more women
as lorry drivers because of how responsible they are, because of the way they
drive, because they are more careful. All this implies living the city in a different
way, and appropriating the city from the use that each one gives to it.” (L.
Paulizzi, personal communication, 24 August 2021)
In both examples, it is the municipality who has the responsibility to adopt specific public
policies to carry out successfully these actions. However, in the first case, the initiative comes
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from a group of women decided to change social patterns and take up men’s space, a
space that always came with the privilege of exclusive job positions as taxi drivers.
All the examples above referred to means of transport that involve motor vehicles, a driver
and the expenditure of money, which is a fact to be a critical aspect for women in general
and more particularly those who live in countries with severe economic crises like Argentina.
A solution to this can be the creation of cities that do not need public transportation,
because they can provide women with everything they need at a close distance. Sánchez
mentions how the dynamics work and how women benefit from that type of cities:
“We have (…) the challenge of generating polycentricities, to have many full
centres (commercial, administrative, service, etc.), and that neighbourhoods or
groups of neighbourhoods begin to generate them, so bus lines are not loaded
(...) If we generate polycentricities, the distances to be covered in daily life are
less. And at the same time, the places furthest from the centre also have a load
of benefits that we grant to the city. (…) If you generate centres in different
places, you generate more active life in the public space, (…) women feel safer
when traveling through it and a virtuous circle develops. (…) Everything that has
to do with proximity and that allows us [women] to move on foot and on foot to
cover the greatest number of needs, [benefits us].” (C. Sánchez, personal
communication, 25 August 2021)
After all, the goal is a radical change in the development of mobility systems is not to
adapt them to the logics of new capitalistic ways, but to adapt them to the logic of the
new ways in which we want to live our lives as a society, a society with no discrimination
or hierarchies, a society that understands that building a safer environment to inhabit
makes it easier to survive, a society that considers these cities as home to each and every
one of its citizens. From the perspective of a feminist urbanist like Sánchez, the search for
equal rights “it is a little bit about fighting to be able to say: ‘I can travel through the city
just because, to enjoy the contemplation’.”

b. Urban public areas and women’s use of space

Quality of life in a city is tied to the possibility of enjoying the benefits of public goods
and services the city has to offer. But women cannot and do not use public spaces in such
profitable ways as men do. The reasons are varied: they don’t have the time; they use
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them for causes that are not intended for their pleasure; they do not feel secure in public
spaces; they do not have an easy access to them; etc.
During the interview with Sánchez, she mentioned that there was not a theoretical
development to address women’s right to the city specifically for the reality of Córdoba
Province, nor for Argentina’s either. In her opinion, the Latin American context guided the
interest towards the access to housing and basic services, and towards the issue of their
role as solely caregivers, falling the debate around public space somehow behind. This
ends up being connected to public visibility, since women cannot appropriate public space
and are forced to be always on the move when in public: either home or on the way to
another place.
“In reality, there is not so much focus [here] [on public space] (…) The urban space,
the public space, is the constitutive one, it is the performative of society (…), what
happens from the door to the outside. Because there is also an issue: the woman
from the door to the inside, and the public thing [that is] from the door to the
outside is not a friendly space for women. And if it is not a friendly space for
women, then women are not able to appropriate public space, therefore they
cannot act naturally in public affairs either, a round trip: she does not perform in
public affairs, so public space is a bit alien to her.” (C. Sánchez, personal
communication, 25 August 2021)
There are many ways in which a city discourages women’s presence in public spaces.
Besides cultural reason like gender roles that tie women to their houses or take most of
their time in a day, there are more physical reasons why women only traverse the city
instead of remaining somewhere in public for a while. Kern (2020) mentions as an example
how sidewalks were sometimes not wide enough to carry her stroller easily, or how there
were no public toilets to use during the days she was menstruating or where to change her
baby’s diaper when they were out while taking care responsibilities. All these setbacks
may conform reasons that dissuade women to go out and fully live the city. Sánchez
continues to address probable the main differences between men and women in the use
of urban public spaces: pleasure.
“There is no individual enjoyment of public space [for women], there is no
pleasure… The possibility of enjoyment of public space is closely tied to care
tasks, both for the generation of routes and for permanence. Nor are there public
spaces that contemplate these situations: the possibility that a child has
independence when playing could also give the mother independence to do other
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things in the meantime. It would balance a bit. (…) Generating a space with
characteristics that give independence to those groups [who receive care] is also
giving independence to the people who perform care tasks so that they can more
fully enjoy that space.” (C. Sánchez, personal communication, 25 August 2021)
Considering green areas like parks and squares as the most important public spaces for
leisure, this investigation looked into the situation of these areas in the city of Río Cuarto.
The World Health Organization (WHO) establishes a minimum of 9 m² of green spaces
per inhabitant as a parameter for a healthy urban environment, while for the United
Nations (UN) the ideal value of green areas is 16 m² per inhabitant. However, equally
important to the surface area per inhabitant is the spatial distribution of public green
spaces and the proximity each inhabitant has to them.
In a recent study, Galfioni et al. (2017, p. 261) analysed the availability and accessibility
to public green spaces in the city of Río Cuarto. The investigation shows that on the one
hand, there is a consolidated urban sector with an average availability of green spaces
of 28.5 m² for each inhabitant. On the other hand, in the area of diffuse urban growth
(urban-rural area) the average availability is 3.7 m² per inhabitant. Compared to some
French cities, the percentages from the central area of Río Cuarto represent, for example,
the double of those of Grenoble, the same as Montpellier’s and a bit less than half of that
of Strasbourg (Veyret & Le Goix, 2011, p. 49).
Accessibility in this case is measure by the existence of a green area at a distance of less
than 300 metres by foot, considering as ideal the distance that a person can walk in a
period of time no longer than 10 minutes. The longer distance should, equally, lead to a
bigger green area.
“On the one hand, there is a consolidated urban area that considerably exceeds
the minimum thresholds established by the WHO for green space per inhabitant,
unlike an urban-rural transition area with a marked deficit of public green spaces
per inhabitant. However, in both areas there is evidence of an unequal
distribution of these spaces in terms of the population's accessibility to them, a
situation that becomes more critical in the rural urban transition area. In this way,
the results show that the current dynamic of diffuse urban growth lacks urban
planning and management in relation to this public good.” (Galfioni et al., 2017,
p. 266)
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Access to green space in Río Cuarto. In blue: areas that have a green space at less than
300 m. In red: areas that have it at more than 300 m.
Source: Fundación Bunge & Born, n.d.
The gap between the access to public green spaces in the central area of Río Cuarto
compared to those further away from the city centre show how, due to unplanned urban
development, green spaces have also fallen under neoliberal logics of quality of life as
commodities. As a consequence, only those inhabitants who can afford to live in the central
area or those who can afford to go to a private urbanization where they have shared
green areas apart from their own gardens, are the only ones who receive the social and
environmental benefits of green spaces.
As mentioned before, women have structural difficulties to move around the city, from less
economic resources to having to travel with those of which they have to take care. If public
policies don’t consider public green areas at a walking distance all over the city, then
these policies perpetuate the disadvantages that women suffer in their relation to their
right to the city. When there are no public spaces where to go, or it is difficult or expensive
to reach them, women will be dissuaded to leave their homes, to go to the public sphere,
and will most probably leave the house to go to a specific place when they are forced to
do it, like grocery shopping, going to work or taking their children to school.
Poverty is a key element in the analyses here as well. For poor women, reaching far to a
public green area is not an option. Profiting from the variety of services a city has to offer,
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not to mention to even enjoy the city in general as a social experience, is out of the
question. This external conditions have negative outcomes at all levels: social, economic,
political and even environmental. Some neighbourhoods, like Oncativo, have had for years
now open dumps in the place of green areas.
From the work of collecting information in situ carried out by members of the political
group for which I work, it is possible to now the characteristics of this neighbourhood.
Oncativo is located only two blocks away from the municipality building on the South side
of the river, and it grew from a small irregular settlement to accommodate around 250
families nowadays, with a high incidence of poor and single mothers. However close to
important parts of the city, the lack of transport connection to other areas and to society
is such that even protected them from COVID infections. With no formal jobs or schools to
attend to during the lockdown of 2020, the poor inhabitants of Oncativo were so isolated
within the borders of the neighbourhood that only around 2% of them got infected during
that year, the lowest rate in the region. Regardless of this unexpected positive outcome,
the negative influence that (the lack of) local urban policies have on those women’s right
to the city is evident.
Paulizzi talks about how the difficulty to access a city’s benefits is sometimes linked to the
more general difficulty of claiming basic human rights. In these cases, women, once again,
are the ones who are overrepresented in the affected group:
“The third generation rights… we beat about the bush over and over, and in
many cases they end up being illustrative. It is not acceptable that in the 21st
century (…) we have entire neighbourhoods living in the garbage, among nylon
bags, and that that is not an issue for the political sphere. What does it mean to
be poor? In this case it implies not having rights, at least environmental rights.
When you go to the statistics in the cities in countries like ours, (…) you will see
that women and children are the vast majority of those who walk through the
garbage. Well, obviously the right to live the city is very different from one to
the other (…) How does this work within the scope of the city? Because the city is
the one that shelters us. We all live in the city. The issue is how we live in the city,
and how we live the city.”
Both Paulizzi and Sánchez consider that to solve the current problems in urban planning it
is useful to pay attention to how people live in the individual scale, to the common spaces
where social life happens, to connect the big designs with the locals, to become more
human. For the city to be inclusive, Paulizzi says, it must necessarily “seek spaces where
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neighbours can socialize. Not where they pass, that they are passing through, but where
they can socialize.” That simple, that spaces are designed and thought as places to meet
others. “That is why squares, walks, common spaces are so important”, she adds.
Sánchez follows the same ideas. For her, urban planning needs to consider more scales to
operate and focus on lowering them: “That is the scale that in feminist urbanism we need
that it begins to be contemplated: the pedestrian scale. (…) The patriarchal logic is much
more about the vision of the whole (…) the feminist logic is ‘let’s also see how that affects
those who inhabit the spaces’.”
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Chapter 3: Transforming Río Cuarto for gender equality

a. Propositions to begin the transition

The two previous chapters provided an insight of the current conditions of inequality that
women have to face in the city of Río Cuarto from an urban perspective. On the one hand,
the unbalanced political decision-making process traditionally in favour of men, and the
concordant lower female presence and budget allocation specific for gender issues. On
the other hand, the effect that the lack of a gender perspective in urban planning has on
women’s daily life in terms of the characteristics of the possible ways of transportation
and the availability of public spaces where to recreate and socialize.
How can urban planning change these inequalities? The definition of the concept of
transitions given in Part I of the dissertation considers changes in societal sub-subsystems
focusing on social, technological and institutional interactions. It is possible, therefore, to
drive transitions in the mobility system or the public space system in the city of Río Cuarto
by working on policies that address social relations, the use of technology and the civil
participation in urban design.
For these transitions to happen, based on what was expressed by the interviewees and
the authors consulted, it would be appropriate to change some dominant capitalistic and
patriarchal logics that are performative in urban scenarios. Some of the relevant
capitalistic logics are the market-driven policies for housing and land tenure and the
commodification of the quality of life as measured by the access to a city’s provision of
goods and services. In both cases, they affect the way women use public transportation
and public space because they define the time and money needed to enjoy well-being in
a city. Following the statistics which show that women have a general lower income than
men and spend more time in care responsibilities, it becomes evident that these capitalistic
logics only deepen inequalities in urban spaces.
At the same time, there are also patriarchal logics that have a role in the mentioned gender
inequalities. The division of social life into the two very different public and private spheres
and the assignment of gender roles to them, establishing that men belong to the first one
of them, dedicated to the productive tasks, while women should devote themselves to the
latter, in charge of the reproductive role, has direct consequences on the social activities
that men and women are still expected to lead like institutional decision-making or
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caregiving, even in times when society is in the process of erasing these differences.
Furthermore, deeply rooted sexist logics of social interactions and hierarchies between
men and women still have an astonishing prevalence in current societies and unfold in
gendered violence that affects the freedom of women in cities, expressed either in sexual
abuse in the public transport or in harassment on the streets, to name only a few examples.
An inevitable step for these transitions to happen is a radical change in the way public
policies are conceived. Women need to definitely have a more numerous and stronger
presence in the decision-making process, feeling confident that their visions will be defining.
From the City Council to the streets names, female presence needs to grow even for the
very idea of a more representative and democratic city, a city they can feel they are part
of. Acknowledging women’s voice is fundamental. Their experiences on the problems they
face in the city are an essential information base to consider at the time of planning the
future Río Cuarto. One way to collect this information can be participative processes with
each neighbourhood council and with every civil organisation that works with gender issues.
Finally, these methodologies need to be backed by a consistent budget to be reliable and
eventually successful, along with the implementation of indicators linked to the budget
measuring urban quality of life for women and girls, such as proximity, well-being,
diversity, autonomy and how well they are represented (Falú, 2018, p. 17).
Additionally, the municipality needs to publicly acknowledge the society’s existing
inequalities and create policies in consequence, encouraging equality and promoting
responsible fatherhood and coresponsibility (Falú, 2018, p. 17). In this sense, in the
meantime until care responsibilities become more equally distributed, the municipality
could reinforce its push towards women’s participation in politics by providing nurseries at
public offices and buildings, to set an example and to reduce the possible inequalities that
women may face when becoming interested in the public affairs.
The process for a transition also needs a comprehensive and inclusive long-term planning
of the city. Defining the desired expansion of the urban area and establishing the different
uses for the land would have very positive initial outcomes such as stopping the unplanned
urban sprawl, reducing the municipal investment in the extension of basic services
infrastructure, and helping create planned policentricities. This process has to be
undertaken along with the municipalities of Las Higueras and Santa Catalina-Holmberg,
since both of them serve as satellite towns, and a part of their populations have an active
life in Río Cuarto every day, and women –like every other citizen– have to be able to
move from their municipalities into Río Cuarto with equal rights and ease. Any situation
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different would evolve into hierarchies between citizens in terms of the possibilities to
access rights.
From the angle of transportation, it is necessary a change of perspective. Up to now, the
only variables taken into consideration to analyse the system are those related to the
public passenger transport, this means: buses, frequency, routes and costs. For a truly
comprehensive planning, the municipality must start considering the broader concept of
mobility, that is, all the possible ways of transportation around the city: buses, but also
cars, taxis, bikes, walking and many other alternatives. From a gender perspective, it
would also be interesting to incorporate women behind the wheel in buses and taxis, and
to promote a change in driver’s behaviour, by giving courses on gender before granting
the driver’s license, for example, in order to reduce the sexist violence suffered by female
drivers when they decide to go on the streets.
Alternatively, walking and biking are relevant from a gender perspective since are the
ones that would reduce inequalities both in the long-term but in the short-term as well.
Since women currently earn less and spend more time caregiving, creating policentricities,
locating affordable housing adapted to the new family structures around these multiple
centres, and developing alternative ways of moving around them that do not mean an
expense such as pedestrian areas and bicycle paths, would have a positive outcome in
reducing the time and money women dedicate every day to fulfil their tasks.
A city with policentricities means that access to goods and services is more widely spread
and their quality is similar across neighbourhoods. Among these services, the planning
should consider the strategic location and quantity of care facilities and their proximity to
commercial areas and education centres, to allow women to link several different tasks
together and save more time.
Additionally, these multiple centres should be designed to provide a close access to urban
public spaces like green areas, taking inclusive aspects into account such as the provision
and maintenance of hygiene services, as well as the location of street furniture and
vegetation to keep visibility and reduce the level of fear and insecurity that women feel
on the streets (Falú, 2018, p. 17).
All this actions would lead to an incipient transformation, as defined in Part I of this
dissertation. If the concept of transformation is applied to large-scale changes in whole
societies, and involve interacting human and ecosystems, then the change in land use, the
creation of more green areas and the reduction of motor vehicles would be a start.
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Even if it is not necessarily the next step, it is not hard to imagine that a planned city with
no undesired sprawl could change the land use of the outskirts for natural purposes or
even for local farms to feed the city, forming a green belt. Similarly, the existence of more
natural areas inside the city could have an effect on the biodiversity and the way citizens
value nature. Finally, a city with less buses and cars, and more bikes and people walking
would mean less air and noise pollution, which would definitely have a positive impact on
citizens and biodiversity as well. The transitions to a Southern feminist city, in the end, could
be first step to a sustainable transformation like those the Global North dreams to pursue.
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PART THREE
Single chapter: Conclusions, challenges and learnings
This investigation had the concrete objective of identifying how could transformative urban
studies in combination with feminist approaches on spatial disciplines reduce gender
inequalities for women in urban environments in the city of Río Cuarto. The first part of the
dissertation explained the origin of Transition Discourses and described more in detail the
characteristics of Transformative Urban Studies, bringing to light the differences in
research in the Global North and the Global South. Far from being a theoretical concern,
these differences are a reflection of the issues researchers find relevant to investigate and
are linked to how each society perceives its social and natural environment.
Considering the approach of urban transformation as the appropriate for the investigation
but facing an obstacle in the difficulty of finding literature on gender and Latin American
cities from the same collection of studies, the research resorted to feminist specialists in
spatial disciplines, such as Urbanism, Geography and Architecture to better address the
link between women and urban space. A majority of the consulted authors were
Argentinian, with the purpose of obtaining information and points of view specific to the
case study. A thing they had in common as well was the use of an updated gendered
version of Lefebvre’s concept of Right to the City, that turned out to be convenient to
determine the type of inequalities present in Río Cuarto and to later evaluate the
transitions needed to reduce them.
The second part of the dissertation presents and processes the information regarding the
current political and urban context of the city in what concerns gender equality. The
information about women’s political representation, their public presence and the
allocated budget for gender issues, is linked to the features of the mobility system and the
situation of public spaces across the city. The collected data is analysed through the lenses
of the consulted authors and complemented by the observations made by the two selected
interviewees, who belong both of them to the academic and the political world and are
professionally involved in the matter. Out of this process, at the end of the dissertation
there is an orientation guide on the transitions that need to take place in order to reduce
gender inequalities in the city.
Through this course of action, the investigation makes a contribution to the academic field
of Transformative Urban Studies by bringing a case study that covers areas that are little
studied and linked between each other, as is the case of urban transformations in Latin
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America, Gender in urban transformations and transformations in middle-sized cities in the
South. On top of that, this dissertation has the ability to serve as a brainstorm guide for
decision-makers in the city of Río Cuarto or in any other similar cities, based on the concrete
suggestions made in the final chapter.
From the analysis of the theories, even when transformations happen in different ways in
the Global North and all the Global Souths, is becomes clear that gender inequalities exist
to a different extent everywhere. In the case of Latin America, although not exclusively,
the intersection between women and poverty is key when analysing urban inequalities,
which makes it essential to focus in changing capitalistic and patriarchal logics in order to
reduce such inequalities.
As mentioned in the first part of the dissertation, the fact that academic productions
originating in Latin American are mainly written in Spanish, generates a disconnection
between investigations on urban transformations pursued in the Global North and those
carried out by Latin American authors. There seems to be a mutual indifference: while
English and French-speaking researchers concentrate on the African and Asian realities,
Spanish-speaking researchers focus exclusively in Latin America. Since the link between
Northern European countries and their former colonies is firmly rooted through history and
neo-colonialism, the reasons for their academic interest are unchallengeable. As a
consequence, Europe writes about Europe, Africa and Asia, and Africa and Asia write only
about themselves.
In order for Latin American researchers to get more involved in the field of urban
transformations, given that political or cultural conditions continue to not be of the North’s
interest, Spanish-speaking authors would have to approach the peers by writing in their
language. Now, even if this may seem logical, it imposes a question and a dilemma: Are
Latin American researchers interested in getting in touch with their peers? The condition of
using a language that it is not their own seems to be an unsurmountable obstacle.
Beyond this quandary, having more data on Latin American cities remains fundamental.
Moreover, having data on urban transformations that take as analysis element variables
or perspectives on variables that are relevant to Latin American societies is necessary to
continue making contributions to the field. If these investigations do not originate in the
region, it is also important that they do not portray it following discourses that perpetuate
a culture of domination or discrimination. Finally, it would be interesting to produce further
comparative research among countries from the South that consider cities outside the
centres or variables that are innovative.
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ANNEX
Question guide for Interview 1
Title: Situation of women in Río Cuarto at the political and urban level
Situación de las mujeres en Río Cuarto a nivel político y urbano
Interviewee: Leticia Paulizzi, political scientist and former city councillor

1- In what way do you think the differences between men and women are manifested
when living in the city? Through what kind of situations?
Original: ¿De qué manera crees que se manifiestan las diferencias entre varones y
mujeres a la hora de habitar la ciudad? ¿A través de qué situaciones?
2- How is the gender perspective incorporated and worked in the making of public
policies in the city of Río Cuarto?
¿De qué manera se incorpora y se trabaja la perspectiva de género en las políticas
públicas de la ciudad de Río Cuarto?
3- Are you informed of how women participate in the public policies related to urban
planning in the city?
¿Estas al tanto de cómo participan las mujeres en las políticas públicas que inciden en la
planificación urbana de la ciudad?
4- What are the failings in the process of creation of public policies today in Río Cuarto
from a gender perspective?
¿Cuáles son las falencias que hay al trabajar las políticas públicas desde una perspectiva
de género en la actualidad en Río Cuarto?
5- What should be changed in the city so that women can exercise their right to the city
in the same way as men?
¿Qué habría que cambiar en la ciudad para que las mujeres puedan ejercer su derecho a
la ciudad de igual manera que los varones?
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Question guide for Interview 2
Title: The Right of Women to the City in Latin America and its links with feminism in spatial
disciplines
El Derecho de las Mujeres a la Ciudad en América Latina y su vinculación con el feminismo en
disciplinas espaciales
Interviewee: Carla Sánchez, architect and president of Juntas por el Derecho a la Ciudad

1. Regarding the concept of the Right to the City, was there a specific theoretical
development to the reality of Córdoba or Argentina, in opposition to what is being worked
on in Europe, for example, or the rest of Latin America?
Original: Respecto al concepto del Derecho a la Ciudad, ¿hubo un desarrollo teórico
específico a la realidad cordobesa o argentina, en oposición a lo que se trabaja en
Europa, por ejemplo, o el resto de América Latina?
2. In what way are the main differences of living in the city between men and women
manifested in the Province of Córdoba or in Argentina?
¿De qué manera se manifiestan las principales diferencias de habitar la ciudad entre
varones y mujeres en la Provincia de Córdoba o en Argentina?
3. How have the logic of urban design policies evolved in recent years in Argentina? Are
there milestones or changes?
¿Cómo han evolucionado las lógicas de las políticas de diseño urbano en los últimos años
en Argentina? ¿Hay hitos o cambios?
4. In this sense, what are the most urgent logics to change in urban design, and in what
way should they be modified?
En ese sentido, ¿cuáles son las lógicas más urgentes a cambiar en el diseño urbano, y de
qué manera deberían modificarse?
5. Finally, is there any particular urban design policy that you think can generate a
substantial change so that women can effectively exercise their Right to the City?
Finalmente, ¿hay alguna política de diseño urbano en particular que consideres que puede
generar un cambio sustancial para que las mujeres puedan hacer un ejercicio efectivo de
su Derecho a la Ciudad?
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